
 

 

 
 
More than twice the amount of 
schools than initially expected 
will participate in a new maths 
test trial designed to lift       
results across the board. 
 
In Term 1, more than 7600 Year 
3 and 4 students across 103 SA 
schools will participate in a new 
maths assessment trial with the 
goal of lifting overall results.  
 
The test, which will be            
administered between weeks 
nine and 11 of Term 1, will      
involve a one-on-one interview 
between a teacher and student 
where skills such as counting, 
telling time and measuring will be 
assessed. 
 
The test will inform targeted     
intervention for students           
experiencing difficulty with      
number skills. 
 
Education Minister Blair Boyer 
said he was “pleased” to see the 
uptake in the trial after the       
government initially aimed to 
attract 50 schools to participate.  
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Public school teachers looking 
for a change could score a   
serious pay rise by retraining. 
 
Teachers who retrain to          
specialise in subjects such as 
maths and technology will be  
eligible for a pay rise of up to 
$16,000 under a new strategy to 
ensure more students are taught 
by experts in their field.  
 
The state government is          
committing more than $6.5m to 
offer upskilling opportunities to 
educators who are willing to      
specialise in subject areas where 
there are current teacher        
shortages, including maths,     
English, science, design and         
technology. 
 
The strategy will assist more 
teachers to become certified 
“specialist highly accomplished 
and lead teachers”, making them 
eligible for significant pay           
increases based on their extra 
experience and qualifications. 
 
Minister Blair Boyer said          
specialist teachers “help drive 
better student results and bring a 
passion to their subject area to 
inspire our next generation of   
scientists, mathematicians or 
technicians”. 
 
 
 

An initial group of 40 teachers has 
taken part in a pilot retraining   
program to gain expertise in     
design and technology. 
 
All but one will now be teaching 
that subject across 24 schools 
which had been unable to fill 
those positions last year. 
 
“STEM subjects, in particular, are 
a priority area with the AUKUS 
submarine deal expected to      
generate up to 8000 jobs in South 
Australia over the next 30 years.  
 

More 
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This week’s stories from the media 
 

• Specialist teacher workforce for SA public schools 

• New Maths test trial in SA schools 

• Bullied kids more likely to develop trust issues 

• Serious incidents at SA childcare on the rise 

• Government ups private funding 

• You should play computer games with your kids 
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The sector watchdog has uncovered hundreds of 
worrying incidents at childcare centres across SA. 
 
Children going missing, locked outside or seriously     
injured are among hundreds of incidents reported at 
childcare centres across South Australia. 
 
New figures also show a sharp rise in centre operators 
or staff breaching rules meant to keep children safe,    
following a compliance crackdown by the sector       
watchdog. 
 
Last financial year there were 347 reports of children 
missing, taken from or locked in or out of childcare, after 
school care or preschool centres. 
 
Another 1542 injuries, illnesses or traumas sustained by 
children were reported, up from 1438.  
 
Operators are not required to tell parents about            
incidents, or notices issued by safety inspectors, only 
changes imposed on their conditions of operation.  
 

More 

 
 
A landmark new study has revealed that bullied     
children are more likely to develop trust and mental 
health problems later in life. 
 
The results of an international study have confirmed for 
the first time how bullying in childhood can lead to        
distrust and mental health problems in late adolescence. 
 
The study of more than 10,000 children found that by 
their teens, many who were bullied had developed a 
strong distrust of people that often progressed to          
anxiety, depression, hyperactivity and anger. 
 
Teens who experienced bullying and developed distrust 
of others were 3.5 times more likely to experience        
clinically significant mental health issues by the age of 
17.  
 
Victoria University researchers say bullying has          
increased in many schools and also online following 
Covid.  
 
More    
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“…specialist teachers “help drive better student results and bring a 

passion to their subject area to inspire our next generation of             

scientists, mathematicians or technicians....” 

 
 
Children whose parents play 
computer games with them are 
more likely to stay safer online 
than those who don’t. 
 
New Australian research found 
that kids whose parents are      
involved with their gaming are 
more likely to tell an adult if they 
experienced online abuse, helping 
to prevent it escalating. 
 
The online safety watchdog found 
nine in 10 young Aussies aged 
between eight and 17 gamed in 
the last year, while two thirds 
spent more than six hours per 
week gaming. 
 
More than four in 10 gamers said 
they’d been exposed to bullying, 
racism, self-harm or sexism while 
playing online.  

 
Read 

 

 
 
The Productivity Commission's 
education report found           
government funding for private 
schools has increased twice as 
much as public schools        
between 2012 and 2022. 
 
Public school funding increased 
20.3% in real terms while private 
schools saw a 37% rise.  
 
There has been a huge push for 
an increase in public school      
funding after education experts 
told the federal government that      
students cannot succeed at 
school without proper School      
Resourcing Standard funding.  
 
The PC report also found almost 
one in two South Australian       
students missed at least a week of 
school per term in 2023, as the 
attendance rate has not bounced 
back from Covid disruptions.  
 
Full Story  

 
 
 

Internation Mother Language 
Day - February 21. 

 
Currently, 40% of the global 
population lacks access to     

education in their native         
language, a figure that exceeds 

90% in certain regions.  
 

Government Ups Private Funding Play Computer Games With Kids 
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