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Bond for
drug sting
tip-off
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A PUBLIC servant who
leaked details of a covert
drug sting has received
a suspended sentence.
Grant Trevor Noble
and his friend, Callum
James Gall, will each
serve 18-month, $1000
good behaviour bonds
for spoiling an Australian Customs operation in 2005.
District Court Judge
Kevin Nicholson yesterday said Noble’s decision to pass on drug
warrant details to Gall
put the processes of justice at risk.
He said Noble’s actions ‘‘led to a seriously
inappropriate, foolish
and criminal mistake.’’
Noble and Gall each
received six-month suspended jail sentences
plus the bond.

Wanted:
60 obese
Aussies
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SIXTY obese Australians are being
sought for a global trial
of an implant device
that could end their
diet woes.
Tests
on
the
pacemaker-like device,
which blocks hunger
nerves, will be conducted in NSW, South
Australia and the U.S.
after initial success at
the Flinders Medical
Centre. Flinders’ Professor of Digestive Surgery James Toouli said
the instrument intermittently blocked
hunger signals.
Prof Toouli said the
device had been free
from side-effects.
‘‘(But) I don’t think
any one therapy is going to be perfect for
everyone,’’ he said.

CLASS SIZES | Review of funding model likely

$80,000
teacher
‘penalty’
LUCY HOOD
EDUCATION REPORTER
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A STRICT teacher funding
model is costing schools up to
$80,000 a year, South Australia’s peak primary school
body says.
South Australian Primary
Principals Association president
Steve Portlock said the funding
model penalised schools for not
having the ‘‘right’’ number of
students per class.
Under the existing model, a
school is provided with a teacher
for every 26 students in Reception to Year 2 and for every 30
students in years 3 to 7, with
exceptions for disadvantaged
schools.
‘‘This means a school with 50
or 51 Year 1 students receives
funding for one teacher, while a
school with 52 Year 1 students
receives funding for two.
‘‘If schools employ 20 teachers
based on enrolment estimates
but then fall a couple of students
short, it can affect the funding
model, meaning they are forced
to pay for an extra teacher out
of their own pocket,’’ said Mr
Portlock. ‘‘It can cost a school
more than $80,000, all because of
a couple of students.’’
Mr Portlock said a ‘‘per
student’’ funding model would
allow schools to control how
much funding they could spend
on teachers.
The Australian Education
Union and the State Govern-

ment are locked in Enterprise
Bargaining Agreement negotiations over the model, as well
as increased teacher salaries and
improved conditions.
But the SA Association of
State School Organisations director David Knuckey said the
funding model should be removed from negotiations and be
discussed as a separate issue.
‘‘Principals, governing councils and parents should have a
say in the school funding model,’’
he said.
Industrial Relations Minister
Michael Wright said the funding
model would form part of enterprise negotiations.
‘‘All elements of the EBA will
be considered in discussions
with the unions,’’ he said. ‘‘It
would be pre-emptive to comment on the State Government’s
approach to the EBA prior to
the formal commencement of
negotiations.’’
Primary principal of Salisbury
Junior Primary and Primary
School Carol Scerri said a funding model which allowed principals the ability to plan ahead
would be beneficial.
She said it would help teachers
such as junior primary teacher
Jackie Richardson better manage their classes.
‘‘Because we don’t get funding
until the beginning of the year we
do have to estimate enrolments
and teacher numbers,’’ Ms Scerri
said. ‘‘Knowing how much funding we will receive would help.’’
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Richardson with
Olivia and
Joshua at the
Salisbury Junior
Primary and
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• New Products at Special Prices
• Expert Advice • Animal Nursery
• Hundreds of Animals
• Dog and Cat breed displays
• Plus Reptiles, Snakes &
Crocodile display

Call for ‘Central Park’ in Vic Park

Lots to See, Try & Buy
• SciWorld Stardome &
Interactive Displays
• Education Advice
• Amusements & Rides
• Live Entertainment
• “Have a Go” Sports for kids

NICK HENDERSON
STATE POLITICAL REPORTER

Details: www.KymJonesExhibitions.com.au

Adelaide Showground
Sat 8, Sun 9, Mon 10, March

2 SHOWS
FOR THE PRICE OF

ONE
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Air Conditioned Venue
(Visitor PETS CANNOT be brought into the event)
Adults $10, Pens $8, Children $4 (5-15 yrs) 4 & under Free, Family $24 (2 adults & 2 children)
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Open 9.30am to 5.30pm Daily
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ADELAIDE Parklands Preservation Association president
Jim Daly has called for corporate sponsorship to help fund
redevelopment of the the city’s
eastern fringe.
Mr Daly, who heavily lobbied
against corporate facilities at
Victoria Park, is now suggesting
businesses operating near the
parklands should help pay for a
revamp of Victoria Park after the
SAJC elected to cease horse
racing at the venue.
He has called for the area to
be modelled on New York’s Cen-

tral Park and wants the heritage
grandstand to be restored and
used for junior sporting events.
The Adelaide Parklands Preservation Association led the campaign to prevent new corporate
facilities being built at the site
which ultimately led to the
SAJC abandoning the site.
Mr Daly said it was ‘‘sad’’ to
see horse racing discontinued at
Victoria Park but yesterday
claimed a fence around the perimeter of the park should have
been erected to protect the
safety of horses and jockeys.
‘‘We have been lucky to get
away without fencing for so
many years because something

could have run on to the track,’’
he said.
Asked whether the association would assist with fundraising to build new amenities in the
parklands, Mr Daly said he had
not considered the option.
‘‘I think that the corporates
should be involved in some way
and we should encourage that,’’
he said. I think the corporate
people – who actually benefit
from the parklands because
their office is so close to the
parklands – could maybe fund
the projects. You have got to get
the state, local government and
maybe the corporate sector to
fund the project.’’

