
 

 

 
 
A disturbing list of challenges 
has been posted on Facebook 
that encourages teenagers to 
engage in sexually explicit  
activities and take drugs 
ahead of SA’s Schoolies event 
this weekend at Victor Harbor.  
 
A screenshot of the list was    
posted by a teenager to two 
Schoolies Facebook groups 
along with the message: “Hey 
guys my friends made this 
checklist for me anyone keen to 
help tick some off?”  
 
The new checklist was met with 
many likes and reacts from 
members within the Facebook 
group. 
 
Some other members were left 
disgusted with people who found 
the post humorous. 
 
Meantime, organisers of the SA 
event Encounter Youth have 
posted their own checklist to 
make sure attendees party      
responsibly. 
 
SA’s Schoolies festival this year 
will be held at Warland Reserve 
in Victor Harbor from Friday to 
Sunday and is expected to      
attract upwards of 5000 school 
leavers. 
 
Read Story 
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Tighter caps on student      
numbers are being investigated 
amid a huge cost blowout from 
the call to move year 7 from 
primary to high schools.  
 
An investigation into ideal student 
numbers at South Australian 
schools will not be applicable to 
current institutions as the state 
government battles to solve 
mounting bad behaviour and 
overcrowding. 
 
Education Minister Blair Boyer 
said the results of the review 
would be used to help in the     
development of new schools,    
likely resulting in more smaller       
institutions & fewer superschools. 
 
It comes as an Education         
Department analysis reveals the 
bill for moving year 7 pupils from 
primary to high schools has blown 
out to $300m, the equivalent of 
three new campuses. 
 
The department is investigating if 
an enrolment cap should be      
imposed when building new high 
schools or expanding existing 
sites. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“That’s where we sometimes 
come across issues of behaviour 
and students not feeling           
connected to schools, as well as 
further pressure on the               
infrastructure itself.” 
 
“I’ve been honest about the fact 
that behavioural issues can 
sometimes be more difficult to 
combat when they arise in large 
and complex schools.” 
 
“In light of, this I’ve tasked the 
department with considering 
whether a maximum enrolment 
size should be introduced in all 
new builds.” 
 

More 
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This week’s stories from the media 
 

• Student caps being investigated amid cost blowout 

• Sexually explicit schoolies challenge 

• Personalised learning the future of education 

• Education chief an open book 

• Spelling bee puts PM to the test 

• Whyalla teacher jailed for grooming child for sex 
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It is not uncommon for kids to complain about 
school, but studies show significant numbers of 
Australian students are actually disengaged with 
their education. 
 
A 2017 Grattan Institute report found as many as 40% 
are unproductive in a given year because they are      
disengaged.  
 
One answer could be “personalised learning”.             
Proponents say it allows students to engage more with 
what and how they learn at school.  
 
Personalised learning is an educational approach that 
aims to customise learning for each student’s strengths, 
needs and interests.  
 
The 2012 Gonski report talked of the importance of 
“personalised learning strategies” to improve school    
outcomes. 
 
ACT government policy now explicitly states: the ACT 
education system of the future will be personalised to 
each child. 
 
More    

 
 
It’s been a long week in education for Professor    
Martin Westwell after storms battered power         
networks and shut down more than 40 of the state’s 
public schools.  
 
He comes with four years’ experience heading the SA 
Certificate of Education board responsible for Year 12 
examinations before becoming Education Department 
CEO in April this year.  
 
Westwell says any incidents of violence or bad            
behaviour are unacceptable but that a growing            
disconnect among the state’s 176,800 government 
school students more broadly is the greater worry.  
 
Now Westwell sees a clear need to focus more on      
student wellbeing, saying: “We know some students 
have been impacted by COVID and we are increasingly 
dealing with more mental health issues.”  
 

   More 
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“…behavioural issues can sometimes be more difficult to combat when 

they arise in large and complex schools....” 

 
 
A Whyalla teacher groomed a 
young teenage student in a 
“cautious and deliberate” way 
by befriending him before      
exposing his sinister intentions. 
 
Nathan Andrew Fenwick, 28, is 
now behind bars after a judge    
determined his autism diagnosis 
didn’t reduce his moral culpability. 
 
During sentencing on Tuesday, 
the District Court heard Fenwick 
befriended the victim and offered 
to help him with his school work. 
 
Fenwick’s offending was exposed 
after the victim’s mother saw one 
of his messages.  
 
“Your conduct was a gross abuse 
of the trust given to you as         
secondary school teacher.”  
 

Read more 

 
 
The Prime Minister has been 
caught out after the nation’s 
best young spellers put him to 
the test.  
 
Perth student Joanne asked if he 
could spell vespers, a service of 
an evening prayer.  
 
But Mr Albanese confused the 
word for the similarly sounding 
“vespas”.  
 
He also didn’t get four letters into 
magnanimous, meaning generous 
or forgiving, before the 13-year-
old jumped in to correct him.  
 
The Prime Minister’s Spelling Bee 
is run by Kids News, a free news 
resource for students. 
 
More than 61,000 students from 
1060 schools across the country 
took part in the competition. 
 
Full Story  

 
 

 
The 24th annual Schoolies        

Festival runs from November 25-
27 at Victor Harbour 

 

Spelling Bee Puts PM To The Test Whyalla Teacher Jailed  
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