
 

 

 
 
In celebration of Teachers' 
Day, Education Review asked 
‘everyday Australians’ to 
share the memories of their 
favourite teachers who made 
their school day unforgettable. 
 
In order to celebrate teachers 
and show appreciation in the 
work they do, Education Review 
spoke with six everyday         
Australians from all walks of life 
and all ages, and asked them to 
remember their favourite      
teachers.  
 
Maya, an architectural          
surfaces seller in her late 
twenties: 
 
"I remember Mrs. Potter, she 
was my English teacher and she 
loved the subject so much that 
her passion bleeds into students. 
 
That passion she had just made 
me learn English so well. 
 
I ended up learning easily       
because she was just purely 
passionate about it and excited 
to show up to work every day, 
excited to work with us and      
excited to speak on the subject.” 
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SA schools have failed to 
achieve national average marks 
in any of the annual NAPLAN 
tests, raising serious questions 
about the state’s education 
system.  
 
Official data shows SA schools 
remain sitting just above          
Tasmania and Queensland, with 
NSW, Victoria & WA consistently 
achieving higher results since the 
tests began in 2008.  
 
Numeracy particularly had        
continued to decline, prompting 
Education Minister Blair Boyer to 
direct the Education Department 
to investigate the introduction of a 
basic numeracy check.  
 
It would be similar to phonics 
check brought in for year 1       
students in 2018, which had been 
credited with improving reading 
and spelling by younger primary 
school pupils.  
 
Mr Boyer said his biggest concern 
was the continued decline with 
numeracy. 
 
“It’s pleasing to see our literacy 
scores continue to increase as a 
state,” he said. 
 
 
 
 
 

“However, the results do show 
that numeracy results are falling.”  
 
“The Malinauskas Government 
will introduce a new mathematics 
improvement strategy with an 
increased emphasis on numeracy 
and mathematics in the            
foundation years.” 
 
“Over the next few months, the 
department will work with       
teachers and other stakeholders 
to develop this new strategy.”  
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A ban on phones in schools would not stop the     
violence – it would make the problem harder to fix. 
 
Though this raises concerns about the privacy of        
children in the videos, it also means the problem cannot 
be ignored.  
 
Video footage is evidence. The videos, distressing as 
some may be, highlight the schools and cohorts most 
affected by violence and bullying. 
 
South Australian Secondary Principals’ Association chief 
executive Jayne Heath told the Advertiser earlier this 
year education around proper use of social media, rather 
than phone bans, should be the priority.  
 
Her view was individual schools, in conjunction with their 
governing councils, were best-placed to come up with 
policies that worked for its school community.  
 
A ban would not stop the violence, but would make it 
harder to track, and create headaches for overworked 
teachers. A more nuanced approach is needed….  
 
More    

 
 
It seems everyone loves to hate NAPLAN. Teachers 
have grown to resent the annual testing because 
they believe results are weaponised against their 
schools.  
 
They object to how they are published on a federal    
government website, My School, where they are used by 
parents to compare performance. They generally don’t 
like NAPLAN because they feel it puts unnecessary 
pressure on children. 
 
Which is a pity because NAPLAN results shed light on 
whether schools are delivering what all teachers and 
parents want – quality education. 
 
The first of two reports from this year’s tests has           
provided invaluable information comparing SA’s overall 
performance in five key areas – numeracy, reading, 
spelling, writing, grammar and punctuation – against the 
other states. What the report has revealed, yet again, is 
that considerable work remains to be done, especially 
with numeracy.  
 
It is information like this that NAPLAN was designed to 
obtain and for the education system to take action over.  
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Editorial: Blanket Phone Ban Will Make Violence Harder To Fix NAPLAN Editorial By The Advertiser’s Colin James 

“…Over the next few months, the department will work with teachers 

and other stakeholders to develop this new strategy....” 

 
 
The Centre for Independent 
Studies says the literacy gap in 
boys is “not a new issue” after 
NAPLAN results revealed Year 
9 boys’ literacy levels are at a 
record low. 
 
“Boys seem to be                     
disproportionately impacted by 
two of the things that we know 
impact upon students learning 
negatively.” 
 
“Inquiry learning and so-called 
innovative classrooms – these 
seem to really harm boys          
learning.” 
 
Mr Fahey said male students tend 
to outperform females in           
numeracy, however there is a 
gender literacy gap where boys 
underachieve in this area.  
 

Read more 

 
 
Suburbs previously cut from 
the shared CBD school zones, 
will be restored from 2024.  
 
The updated shared zone will  
apply to new year 7 students from 
the beginning of 2024 and won’t 
affect current students.  
 
Mr Boyer said the government 
was certain extra capacity being 
added to Botanic High would     
accommodate the reinstated       
suburbs.  
 
Underdale High School, Plympton 
International College and Unley 
High School’s zones will also 
change. 
 
Adelaide Botanic High School and 
Adelaide High School will continue 
to have a shared zone, allowing 
parents within the zone to        
nominate their preference. 
 
Full Story  
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