
 

 

 
 
A new collaboration between 
the SA education department  
and  The Smith Family could 
revolutionise the way support 
is provided to students across 
the country, experiencing    
disadvantage. 
 
A dashboard developed by the 
department is giving The Smith 
Family's frontline team members 
real-time access to educational 
information on students who are 
part of the charity's Learning for 
Life scholarship program.  
 
"It's a game changer having live 
data," Smith Family team leader 
Kate Dickeson said. "My team 
can intervene when issues are 
actually happening." 
 
The Learning for Life program 
provides financial support,       
personal support for students 
and their families, and practical 
support through education and 
mentoring programs. 
 
"The key for us is live data 
around school attendance, and 
students' numeracy and literacy 
grades," Ms Dickeson said.  
 
Until now, The Smith Family has 
only been able to see this data 
once a year, and often months 
after the end of the school year.  
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It is a sad reality that many 
Australians still experience 
“Period Poverty”. 
 
Period Poverty is experienced 
when someone does not have 
access to period products,       
menstrual health education,      
sufficient sanitation facilities and 
waste management facilities to 
deal with their period.  
 
Those experiencing period        
poverty encounter physical,     
mental and social consequences.  
 
When menstruators don’t have 
access to period products, their 
school and work attendance can 
be affected.  
 
In SA, there are many young    
people who cannot afford to buy 
period products. So, the City of 
Salisbury’s Youth Council decided 
to take action by actively seeking 
Council’s approval to support a 
program of benefit to the local 
community.  
 
Council supported an application 
by TABOO Period Products via its 
Community Wellbeing & Sport 
Committee Grant Program, to 
provide period products free of 
charge to our local young people, 
up to the value of $5,000.  
 
 
 

TABOO Period Products is the 
brainchild of innovative young SA 
women, Isobel Marshall (2021 
Young Australian of the Year) and 
Eloise Hall (The Advertiser’s 
Woman of the Year Rising Star 
Award 2021 recipient).  
 
Locally, their “Pad It Forward” 
program supports those           
experiencing period poverty in 
Australia by enabling donors to 
subscribe for as little as $7 per 
month and pay it forward to 
someone in need. 
 
The products will be available in 
the female toilets at Twelve 25 
Youth Centre and if successful, 
the products will be rolled out to 
other City of Salisbury locations. 
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Salisbury to Address Period Poverty Game-Changer For Students In Need 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

• Salisbury to address period poverty 

• Smith Family game-changer for children in need 

• More parents seeking bilingual childcare 

• SA leads nation in VET enrolments 

• Texas schools to ban phones 

• Time to limit parent screen time 
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When thinking about which childcare to send your 
children to, you might consider its proximity to 
home, the amount of outdoor space or its staff        
retention.  
 
But do you ever think about languages? If not, perhaps 
you should.  
 
Whether they have a cultural connection to it or not,    
exposing kids early – before the age of six – to an       
additional language can have a big impact, says Criss 
Jones Diaz, lecturer at Western Sydney University's 
School of Education.  
 
She says more early education centres are recognising 
the benefits and adopting languages learning, while 
more parents are seeking out these opportunities for 
their children.  
 
When children learn a language early, they become 
"very adept at languages learning in general" and       
improve their ability to "make connections across the 
different linguistic codes."  
 
More    

 
 
South Australia is leading the country in the number 
of people undertaking training courses as industries 
face unprecedented skills shortages. 
 
Official figures show SA has experienced sustained 
growth in the number of students in VET courses, while 
NSW, VIC, QLD and WA have declined. 
 
The National Centre for Vocational Educational           
Research has found 40,750 South Australian students 
were enrolled in government-funded VET courses        
between January and March – an increase of 4% since 
last year. 
 
The figures have emerged as various industries          
experience worsening skills shortages, with a recent    
national summit tasked with developing an urgent action 
plan.  
 
Private education providers have been calling for more 
government funding, arguing they are delivering better 
results than government VET organisations such as 
TAFE.  
 

More 

 
 

 

More Parents Seeking Bilingual Childcare SA Leads Nation In Vet Enrolments 

“…In SA, there are many young people who cannot afford to buy         

period products....” 

 
 
A new multinational study has 
found a link between a parent’s 
screen time-habits and their 
parenting style. 
 
Parents who turn to their screens 
to relax are more likely to yell and 
nag at their kids than those who 
wind down away from their         
devices, a new multinational study 
has found. 
 
The findings have prompted an 
Adelaide researcher to call for 
screen-time guidelines to be set 
for parents, similar to those that 
exist for kids. 
 
It found, on average, caregivers 
were spending three to four hours 
a day consuming digital media 
and that negative parenting      
behaviours were more likely when 
technology interrupted family     
interactions.  
 

Read more 

 
 
To prevent distractions, a 
school district in Texas is       
testing a controversial new plan 
that locks students’ phones 
away into a pouch until the end 
of the school day.  
 
A survey found that in 900 schools 
polled, where students did not 
have access to phones: 
 

• 65% saw improved academic 
performance 

• 74% reported better student 
behaviour 

• 83% experienced an uptick in 
engagement. 

 
Full Story  

 
 
 

September 30, is Save The     
Koala Day 

 

Texas Schools To Ban Phones Time To Limit Parent Screen Time 

The Education Update is a summary of recent media reports. The opinions expressed in these reports do not necessarily reflect the views of SAASSO or its affiliates. 

Save The Koala Day 

http://www.saasso.asn.au/eupdates/
http://www.saasso.asn.au/eupdates/
http://www.saasso.asn.au/eupdates/
http://www.saasso.asn.au/eupdates/
https://www.savethekoala.com/how-to-help/save-the-koala-month/

