
 

 

 
 
The SA government says 
banks will be banned from 
teaching financial literacy in 
the state's schools by the end 
of the year. 
 
Education Minister Blair Boyer 
said the move would prevent 
institutions from using subtle 
marketing techniques to sign up 
young children to lifelong        
accounts.  
 
Mr Boyer said a financial literacy 
advisory group would be formed 
to provide advice on up-to-date 
and appropriate resources that 
should be used in schools.  
 
SA's education department     
admitted it had no idea how 
much money the Commonwealth 
Bank paid state schools to run its 
Dollarmites school banking     
program. 
 
The SA government does not 
keep any record of which 
schools participate in the 
scheme, which has been running 
since 1931, nor does it have any 
oversight over the materials the 
bank provides to schools, a 
Freedom of Information request 
revealed. 
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Dozens of SA childcare centres 
are expected to close next 
Wednesday as part of a strike 
of early childhood educators 
fighting to improve their 
“appalling” pay and conditions.  
 
Some centres will shut for a full 
day, others for part of the day, 
with staff converging on           
Parliament House to rally about 
the “crisis” facing the sector.  
 
Parents are being asked to keep 
their children home – and join in 
the rally if they can to show       
support.  
 
The United Workers Union says 
staff are “at the end of their        
tether” and want the Federal     
Government to “step up” and   
reform the system, with some 
educators paid as little as $24 an 
hour despite being qualified.  
 
“I don’t think there would be a 
centre in the country that doesn’t 
have a vacancy,” she said.  
 
Even if they had the same       
qualification as a teacher, they 
can be paid 30% less if they work 
in a childcare centre, “plus all the 
different conditions around      
planning time and holidays”.  
 
 
 
 

“We did a report last year that 
found that there is a really         
significant amount of services that 
are failing to meet minimum 
standards and that is much higher 
in the for-profit sector.” 
 
“It’s just not okay that any children 
should be attending an early 
learning service that’s failing to 
meet minimum standards – it’s 
not good enough.” 
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Thousands of children from the poorest families are 
missing out on childcare because the system is    
unfair, a new report has found. 
 
Simplifying the system could help encourage more      
parents back into the workforce and help fill much     
needed jobs, early childhood education advocates say.  
 
The Impact Economics and Policy’s report found there 
are 126,000 vulnerable children negatively affected by 
the activity test, which determines how much subsidised 
care a child receives, based on the partner working the 
least amount of hours.  
 
“It’s unfair because access to quality early education is 
linked to the activities of a child’s parents.”  
 
“We should be investing in low income kids who we 
know will benefit the most from accessing childcare,   
instead they’re starting school behind their peers and are 
less likely to finish school and enter employment.”  
 
More    

 
 
As of next year, a Melbourne private school will open 
to online-only enrolments for years five to 12.  
 
With a small population spread across a vast continent, 
Australia has a long history of distance and at-home   
education. There are public distance education schools 
in all states and territories.  
 
Mainstream school has been losing enrolments for a 
number of years – even before COVID. Home education/
home-schooling is the fastest-growing education cohort 
in the world. 
 
A recent study found that, in Australia, it’s grown 53% 
compared with the next closest alternative, independent 
schools.  
 
There is evidence that many parents would like to keep 
their children home, at least some of the time, if they 
could.  
 
Some parents report they wanted more time with their 
children, or they want more control over they way their 
children learn.  
 

More 

 
 

 

Childcare Activity Test Failing Poorest Families New Online Only School 

“…Parents are being asked to keep their children home....” 

 
 
Queer young people surveyed 
were 21% less likely to feel like 
they belonged at their             
educational institution than   
cisgender and heterosexual 
young Australians. 
 
Queer young people were 33% 
more likely to experience          
significant stress at least         
sometimes when interacting with 
other students.  
 
They were also 11% more likely to 
experience significant stress in 
relation to interacting with        
teachers and other educators.  
 
Queer young people surveyed 
were also 27% less likely to be 
satisfied or very satisfied with the 
health and mental health support 
in their educational institution.  
 

Read more 

 
 
Education Minister Blair Boyer 
has put “selfish” parents who 
stop their kids from going to 
school on notice, warning he 
will pursue court action against 
them.  
 
“If you aren’t allowing your kid to 
go to school and learn and          
socialise with other kids … I would 
say their behaviour is incredibly 
selfish,” he said.  
 
Child and Family Focus SA CEO 
Rob Martin questioned whether a 
fine would make a parent send 
their child to classes “if there is 
not already a strong willingness 
and desire to do so”.  
 
The government employs 34 
school truancy officers who are 
tasked with trying to engage     
parents and offer solutions to get 
children back to the classroom or 
online learning.  
 
Full Story  
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The Education Update is a summary of recent media reports. The opinions expressed in these reports do not necessarily reflect the views of SAASSO or its affiliates. 
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