
 

 

 
 
The state’s most senior drug 
detective believes police, 
health and education must 
work together in the fight 
against methamphetamines.  
 
In a blunt warning, Detective 
Chief Superintendent Steve   
Taylor said efforts should be  
focused on preventing young 
people from experimenting with 
methamphetamines & becoming 
the next generation of users.  
 
Taylor said there was a “real 
need to get in very early’’ to alert 
young people to the dangers of 
methamphetamines and stop 
them “experimenting and          
developing an uncontrollable 
drug addiction.’’ 
 
“It is about them making          
informed decisions, making good 
decisions that will not be life 
changing for them,’’ he said. 
 
He said SAPOL has community 
engagement groups which       
delivered some drug awareness 
training in schools and with 
online programs. 
 
Such programs should also    
include “discussion & direction’’ 
from within their own families as 
part of their education process.  
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School cafeterias would        
replace lunch boxes under  
Flinders University push.  
 
Researchers want students to all 
eat the same lunch meals to   
ensure good nutrition and less 
playground squabbling over lunch 
box contents.  
 
Issues from vegan diets to        
cultural dietary rules would need 
to be worked through.  
 
The plan would cost as little as $4 
a day per child, according to the 
researchers.  
 
Existing school facilities such as 
canteens could be repurposed 
into commercial kitchens. 
 
The plan could result in other           
initiatives such as a community 
restaurant at some schools that 
would feed students by day and 
cater to the public in the evening. 
 
Other ideas include food trucks or 
preparing midday meals off-site 
and then heating them at schools. 
 
Proponents say the plan would 
ensure good nutrition for children 
who may miss out on a lunch box 
or have one heavy on sugary 
treats. 
 
 
 

The move would also be a way of 
encouraging children to try new 
types of food they don’t             
experience at home.  
 
Professor Golley said school     
cafeterias could reduce the       
stigma of children not having 
lunch or having different types of 
foods to their peers, and ensure 
they are provided with healthy 
lunch options.  
 

More 
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Some NSW schools have been operating outside of 
the standard 9am to 3pm for the past two weeks as 
part of a government trial to better support working 
families, and it has proven to be successful so far.  
 
The trial was been planned by the government in an  
effort to better support "21st-century families", as        
Premier Dominic Perrottet aimed to help households 
juggle the challenges around school hours, work and 
family life.  
 
Minister for Education and Early Learning Sarah Mitchell 
visited Kings Langley Public School in western Sydney, 
where students have the opportunity to discover          
activities such as fitness, computer coding, dancing and 
Mandarin language lessons.  
 
“Principals, teachers and parents are telling us that       
children are excited about the new experiences          
available.” 
 
"Parents are also enjoying more flexibility balancing work 
and family life while knowing their children are positively 
engaged in a safe environment.” 
 
More    

 
 
Australia's education ministers are hoping to "tick 
off" on a priority national action plan to address the 
nation's teacher shortage crisis by year's end. 
 
There were new ideas floated such as fast-tracked      
citizenship for highly-skilled teachers.  
 
While saying there was no "silver bullet" to fix the        
problem, Mr Clare said favoured ideas include the       
practical experience of paid internships and long-term 
mentoring, perhaps by retired teachers.  
 
Work is progressing with the Home Affairs Minister Clare 
O'Neil to prioritise visas for overseas teachers and       
students studying to be teachers.  
 
Mr Clare said teacher degrees - whether it is the cost, 
availability or what is involved in the training - is a         
particular problem.  
 
"What came really clearly out of the conversation today - 
and I got a better insight into it than I had before I went 
into the room - was that initial teaching education is 
screaming out for reform.” 

More 

 
 

 

New School Hours Trial Proves Popular National Teacher Action Plan 

“…school cafeterias could reduce the stigma of children not having 

lunch.....” 

 
 
Gamified education could be 
the key to boosting STEM       
capabilities in primary school 
students. 
 
New research from the UniSA 
shows that it can improve spatial 
reasoning skills and shape       
positive attitudes towards STEM 
and design thinking.  
 
The study showed that regular 
use of Makers Empire - a gamified 
computer-aided design program - 
can improve spatial reasoning 
skills in up to 85% of children.  
 
Spatial reasoning is the capacity 
to establish relationships between 
objects and understand how they 
interact.  
 
It is a key skill for many jobs, but 
especially important for jobs in 
STEM.  
 

Read more 

 
 
Increasingly, young people 
around South Australia are 
starting to vape and schools 
are struggling to manage.  
 
Encounter Youth - the largest     
provider of Alcohol & Other Drug 
education in SA - has developed a 
program to provide preventative 
vaping education for high school 
students.  
 
The Empower Education program 
is open to schools around the 
state, and already a number of 
regional and metro schools have 
signed up.  
 
A report in July 2022 by The    
Commissioner for Children and 
Young People found 60.6% of 
young people thought schools 
should teach young people about 
vaping.  
 
Full Story  

 
 
 
The UN predicted the word’s     
population would hit 8 billion 
around November 15 - but the 
Wall Street Journal’s revised    
projection says we could hit the 
magic number, ‘any day now’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Australia’s population was around 
25,750,000 at December 31. 
 

Vaping Education Gamified Education 
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