
 

 

 
 
The new Federal Government 
has announced plans to      
overhaul the school chaplain 
program. 
 
Minister Jason Clare plans to 
end the compulsory religious 
element of the program - giving 
schools the option to choose 
either a chaplain or a qualified 
student welfare officer.  
 
A new study found that 60% of 
Australian children have been 
repeatedly smacked by their  
parents - leaving them twice as 
likely to develop anxiety and    
depression. 
 
A leading academic is calling for 
children to be taught how to 
communicate using digital          
media, like TikTok, Youtube and 
Instragram.  
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The Albanese government is 
moving to remove the           
compulsory religious element 
of the national school chaplain 
program.  
 
Federal Education Minister Jason 
Clare said the major change was 
aimed at giving schools greater 
choice around pastoral care. 
 
The voluntary scheme has       
received over a billion dollars in 
funding since its introduction in 
2007, and operates in more than 
3000 state schools across        
Australia. 
 
Currently, the program is only 
available to chaplains endorsed 
by a religious institution. 
 
“The government will open up the 
program to give schools the      
option to choose either a chaplain 
or a professionally qualified      
student welfare officer.” 
 
“We believe that principals and 
school communities are best 
placed to understand their        
students’ needs, so we will give 
schools a choice about the        
services they need and the staff 
they hire.”  
 
Australian Education Union boss 
Correna Haythorpe welcomed the 
news. 
 

“Public schools are no place for 
religious proselytising and        
instruction.” 
 
“The AEU has always said that 
students and families who need 
support should be able to access 
evidence-based mental health, 
social and wellbeing assistance 
from qualified professionals.” 
 
State ministers are expected to 
meet soon to discuss the       
changes, which are said to come 
into effect at the beginning of  
next year.  
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Victorian primary schools will have their mental 
health facilities revamped, with a wellbeing leader 
set to be provided for every school under a new 
scheme.  
 
All government and low-fee primary schools will be     
included. 
 
The scheme is aimed at supporting individual students 
by helping teachers better identify and support at-risk 
students. 
 
It will also build relationships and create referral         
pathways to local mental health services. 
 
More than $200 million has been set aside to  
expand the program, which will be kicked into 
gear in 2023. 
 
The scheme aims to pick up on youngsters’    
anxiety, mood, impulse control and substance use 
disorders, with half the number of cases            
manifesting by age 14.  
 
More    

 
 
Teachers’ stress isn’t just an individual thing – it’s 
about their schools too.  
 
A study involving 3,117 teachers at 225 Australian 
schools shows sources of stress do vary among         
individual teachers.  
 
At the same time, the school environment – workloads, 
student behaviour and expectations of teachers –        
appears important.  

 
At some schools the stress experiences of 
individuals mirror those of the teaching 
staff more broadly.  
 
So managing stress is not just the            
responsibility of individual teachers. 
Schools have an important role to play in 
developing a workplace that helps to          
minimise their teachers’ stress.  
 

More 
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“…We believe that principals and school communities are best placed 

to understand their students’ needs....” 

 
 
Unvaccinated teachers, school 
staff and childcare workers will 
be able to head back to work 
next week in Victoria.  
 
The mandate which required 
these workers to be triple          
vaccinated will expire on Friday. 
 
Parents will not be informed of 
teachers' vaccination status and 
won't have the right to ask if 
they've been jabbed. 
 
'Parents do not have the right to 
ask for this information and no 
one at the school should have this 
information,' an information sheet 
for principals says.  
 
It comes after 351 education staff 
were fired in April for not getting 
the jab and a further 280 staff 
were stood down for failing to get 
a third dose.  

Read more 

 
 
Books reflecting today’s        
society need to be present in 
the classroom. 
 
According to ECU lecturer Helen 
Adam, teachers have a tendency 
to share the books they love with 
their students, resulting in them 
only reading classics that have 
been here for decades. 
 
"Australian classrooms and       
childcare centres are full of          
diversity, yet books on the shelves 
largely represent an outdated and 
unique viewpoint of our society.” 
 
"What you have is only animal 
stories & white people characters 
resulting in an invisible 25/30 per 
cent of the population who are just 
not represented or only in the 
background, meaning kids do not 
learn about other    cultures."  
 
Full Story  

 
 
 
Posttraumatic Stress Disorder is 
the second most common mental 

health condition in Australia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At any one time, over 1 million 
Australians have PTSD. 
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