
 

 

 
 
Call for smacking ban after 
study reveals 60% of Aussie 
kids were physically punished. 
 
Six in ten young Australians 
have been smacked repeatedly 
by their parents, and are nearly 
twice as likely to develop anxiety 
and depression as other teens 
and adults, new research shows.  
 
The shocking findings of a      
national study of 8500             
Australians have led to calls for 
the removal of the legal defence 
of “reasonable chastisement” in 
Victoria, which allows parents to 
use physical violence on their 
children.  
 
“In Australia right now, you have 
better protection from violence 
as a female adult or a pet than 
you do as a child,” he said.  
 
Sweden was the first country in 
the world to outlaw all forms of 
corporal punishment, including in 
the home, in 1979.  
 
62 countries have followed suit 
since then, with the Republic of 
Korea and Colombia the latest 
nations to ban the form of       
discipline in 2021.  
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Girls are Googling period         
symptoms not taught in 
schools. 
 
Girls are falling behind at school, 
according to new research,      
because this important learning is 
being left to the internet.  
 
Period pain is taking a toll on girls’ 
academic performance as they 
report not being taught enough 
about menstruation before their 
first period. 
 
The study found that “menstrual 
health literacy has a direct impact 
on young people’s quality of life, 
health, academic & professional 
performance”.  
 
14% of respondents said they did 
not learn anything useful about 
periods at school.  
 
6% said they did not receive any 
formal education about period 
pain, which is clinically named 
dysmenorrhoea. 
 
“When untreated, it can interfere 
with educational performance & 
engagement & lead to absence 
from educational, sporting, extra-
curricular & workplace activities.”  
 
 
 
 
 

Eloise Hall, of South Australian 
social enterprise TABOO period 
products, said a report by the 
Commissioner for the Children 
and Young People revealed     
period education was delivered 
too late in the state. 
 
“It was nice knowledge to have 
but it was delivered after a lot of 
kids had their own menstruation,” 
she said. 
 
One suggestion made in the 
Commissioner’s report was to 
identify the best possible teachers 
to cover the topic, ensuring      
students felt they could have 
open discussions. 
 

More 
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Victoria and NSW have given parents a kinder       
surprise by announcing that all children will get an 
extra year of education within the next decade. 
 
Premiers Dominic Perrottet an Daniel Andrews have  
described the move to introduce universal “pre-
kindergarten” as “the greatest transformation of early 
education in a generation”.  
 
“In the next 10 years, every child in Victoria and NSW 
will experience the benefits of a full year of play-based 
learning before their first year of school,” the pair said in 
a joint statement on Thursday.  
 
“At the same time, it will benefit hundreds of thousands 
of working families. Helping more mums and dads return 
to work on terms that work for them.”  
 
The non-compulsory, free program will likely consist of 
play-based learning for all four to five year olds and will 
be held five days a week.  
 
More    

 
 
A new online register, set to go live this month, will 
make sure parents know their child’s teacher is 
meeting the tough requirements to teach in NSW.  
 
Parents will be able to confirm that their child’s teacher is 
qualified and meets professional standards once a new 
online register becomes publicly available. 
 
The register will also keep a record of when a teacher’s 
accreditation is revoked or suspended, and will be        
updated in real time. 
 
To be listed on the register a teacher must be qualified, 
meet national teaching standards, hold a current child 
protection clearance, and regularly complete               
professional development. 
 
NSW Education Standards Authority chief executive 
Paul Martin said transparency between schools and    
families was vital. 
 
“We need to know who they are, and we need more    
information on who’s looking after our children.”  
 

More 
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The disability royal commission 
is looking at the experiences of 
children with disability in 
schools across Australia.  
 
This includes mainstream schools 
as well as so-called “special 
schools”.   
 
An estimated 10% of students in 
Australia have a disability,        
although this number is much 
higher in some states.  
 
Most of these students attend 
mainstream schools, but an      
increasing number of students 
with disability and their families 
are choosing special schools. 
 
Research suggests children fare 
better in inclusive mainstream 
settings. So why are more        
students being enrolled in special 
schools, and what can we do 
about it? 
 

Read more 

 
 
NSW’s education department 
has started legal proceedings 
against the state's largest       
education union over a series 
of teachers' strikes held in May. 
 
The lawsuit claims the IRC        
ordered the union to not engage in 
any strike action from December 
till May 31st this year. 
 
The May strikes, which involved 
more than 45,000 union members, 
saw thousands of teachers march 
on Parliament to demand better 
wages and working conditions. 
 
Court documents allege that 
around 450 schools were closed 
as a result. 
 
Full Story  

 
 
 

Coming together for Refugee 
Week. 
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