
 

 

 
 
It's the first year of online 
NAPLAN but there's already 
been a disruption to the new 
tests after almost 70 schools 
in SA were hit with an internet 
outage. 
 
"The internet just went out      
randomly," one student told 
9News.  
 
The impacted students were 
most of the way through their 
exams when the schools       
suddenly went offline. 
 
The state government has laid 
the blame squarely on the       
internet service provider, Telstra.  
 
"I am reassured that we've got to 
the bottom with Telstra, the      
telecommunications provider, 
why there was an outage. It was 
rectified within an hour," SA    
Education Minister Blair Boyer 
said.  
 
But Telstra says the root of the 
problem still remains unclear as 
it works with the state education 
department to make sure         
another glitch doesn't happen.  
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The SA government says more 
than 3000 school students 
across the state are currently 
away from school with COVID-
19, but the figure has fallen. 
 
More than 3000 South Australian 
students are currently COVID-19 
positive but authorities are      
hopeful of removing the mask 
mandate in high schools later this 
month. 
 
Education Minister Blair Boyer 
said 589 school staff also have 
the virus but both figures are 
down on the numbers infected at 
the end of term one. 
 
At that stage, there were more 
than 5600 cases among students 
and 847 among staff. 
 
The state's mask mandate was 
removed for primary school      
students from the beginning of 
term two, but remains in place for 
secondary students until at least 
the end of next week. 
 
Mr Boyer said that would be      
reviewed in the coming days but 
he remained hopeful the mask 
mandate could be dropped. 
 
"My hope is that these figures 
stay steady and that we can be in 
a position to remove masks at the 
end of the four-week period," he 
told reporters. 

"But we will make a decision    
closer to that date." 
 
The minister's comments came 
as SA revealed the 40 primary 
schools to host new vaccination 
clinics in a bid to boost the jab 
rates among younger students. 
 
The list includes 10 in regional 
centres and six non-government 
schools. 
 

More 

Covid Cases Continue Across SA Schools Internet Glitch Disrupts NAPLAN 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

• Covid cases continue across SA schools 

• Internet glitch disrupts NAPLAN 

• Botanic High needs parklands swap deal 

• Minister rules out security guards after shocking attack 

• Green classrooms 

• School vaccination hubs 

SA’s parent body; supporting governing councils and public education 

Education Update 401  |  May 20 / 2022 

http://www.saasso.asn.au/eupdates/
http://www.saasso.asn.au/
mailto:info@saasso.asn.au?subject=e-update
http://www.saasso.asn.au/eupdates/


 

 

 
 
Just three years after its opening, Adelaide          
councillors have been told a new CBD high school 
must expand – and it needs part of the parklands to 
do it. 
 
A land swap is being proposed by the Education         
Department to secure parklands for a $98m expansion 
of Adelaide Botanic High School. 
 
Adelaide City Council has heard the department wants 
to increase the capacity of the three-year-old school by 
700 students by 2024. 
 
A council workshop was told this involved adding a      
slender multistorey building with a 1800sq m footprint on 
the school’s southern side. 
 
The proposed new building would increase the school’s 
capacity to 1950 students. It would include modern,     
flexible learning spaces with specialist facilities. 
 
More    

 
 
Security guards won’t be brought in at the Whyalla 
super school – despite scared students revealing 
violence happens daily and new images emerge of 
another brawl. 
 
Whyalla Secondary College students have spoken out 
as another video emerges of a shocking schoolyard   
attack, saying violence is an almost-daily occurrence. 
 
On Wednesday, footage emerged of another fight       
between a group of young boys at the College. 
 
Video shows the trio punching and kicking each other in 
a wild scuffle inside the halls. 
 
Meanwhile, one parent has called for more open        
conversations about how staff can deal with students at 
the ‘super school’. 
 
But Education Minister Blair Boyer said despite the      
continuing violence, security guards would not be         
implemented at the school. 
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“…Authorities are hopeful of removing the mask mandate in high 

schools later this month....” 

 
 
40 SA schools will be used as 
vaccination hubs in an effort to 
boost the low inoculation rate 
among children.  
 
The program will roll out to 10 
schools at a time, over a four-
week period beginning on         
Friday, May 27. 
 
The hubs will be repeated in     
another nine weeks for second 
doses. 
 
Friday clinics will be limited to    
students and family members, 
while the wider community will be 
able to get vaccinated on the       
Saturdays. 
 
Thirty of the schools are in        
Adelaide, 10 are in regional areas 
and six are non-government 
schools. 
 

Read more 

 
 
Students are often subject to 
stress that can prevent them 
from staying focused in class 
while impacting their learning.  
 
However, by spending time in    
nature, students can restore their 
mind, increase their mood, boost 
their social skills and improve their 
general wellbeing, says University 
of Melbourne Professor Dianne 
Vella-Brodrick. 
 
"There is compelling evidence to 
support that exposure to nature  
improves cognitive functioning, it 
improves attention, working      
memories, helps us to concentrate 
better, and lower stress and       
anxiety. 
 
In addition, the benefits of nature 
are the same for students and 
teachers.  
 
Full Story  
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The Education Update is a summary of recent media reports. The opinions expressed in these reports do not necessarily reflect the views of SAASSO or its affiliates. 

‘The greatest enemy of knowledge is not ignorance - 
it is the illusion of knowledge.’ 
 

Stephen Hawking 
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