
 

 

 
 
This is the 400th Education 
Update.  
 
SAASSO’s 1st Education Update 
was published on June 24, 2009. 
 
How have things changed in the 
last 13 years?? 
 
The media stories included in the 
1st Education Update were: 
 

• Swine Flu forces some 
schools to close. 

 

• A new software for keeping 
track of truancy. 

 

• Adelaide hosts International 
Science Fair. 

 

• State Government mandates 
minimum focus on literacy 
and numeracy standards. 

 

• A report reinforces the need 
for a new pay model for 
teachers. 

 

• Some schools were struggling 
to meet targets to cut their 
power bills. 
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With the federal election almost 
over, both parties have turned 
their attention to teachers.  
 
The Liberals announced that 
school leavers will be required to 
pass literacy and numeracy tests 
before enrolling in teaching      
degrees. 
 
Currently, one in 10 new teachers 
fail this core requirement. 
 
Acting Education Minister, Stuart 
Robert warns that Australia's     
education standards have been 
steadily declining since 2003, as 
seen on the international PISA-
based test for schools.  
 
The Government also announced 
$40m in extra funding to incite 
700 mid-career professionals   
including engineers, lawyers, tech 
experts and tradies into           
classrooms, through the Teach 
for Australia program. 
 
$13.4m would fund changing 
teacher accreditation standards, 
creating greater incentives for mid
-career professionals with a      
university degree to retrain as 
school teachers. 
 
The move will see the graduate 
diploma of education changed 
from a two-year degree to one. 
 
 

Meanwhile, the Labor opposition 
announced high school graduates 
with an ATAR over 80 will be paid 
up to $48k to study teaching. 
 
Under the plan, students who get 
an ATAR of 80 or above will get 
$10,000 a year to study an      
education degree, most of which 
are four years long.  
 
Labor will also work to make sure 
teachers have a better career 
path with more opportunities to 
become recognised and rewarded 
as experts, and to pass on their 
skills to other teachers without 
having to leave classroom       
teaching.  
 
Shadow Minister, Tanya Plibersek 
said, “Year 10 students today are 
a full year behind on their reading 
and maths compared to year 10 
students twenty years ago”. 
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High school students across Australia will soon be 
able to learn about the risks of drugs and alcohol 
through a new, interactive online game. 
 
Developed by researchers from Edith Cowan University 
and drug awareness non-profit Sideeffect Australia, the 
game is believed to be the ‘first of its kind’ in the country.  
 
The game is designed for Year 9 and 10 students, who 
experience different potential drug-related scenarios at a 
house party through the eyes of three avatars.  
 
Teachers can also play along as additional learning 
modules have been created to encourage conversation.  
 
The average teenager is 16 years old when introduced 
to alcohol compared to almost 20 years illicit drugs.  
 
The Alcohol and Drug Foundation said that schools play 
a role in preventing alcohol and drug harm, but have a 
limited impact.  

More 

 
 
More than one million students will this week take 
part in the latest round of annual NAPLAN testing 
and for the first time, all the assessments will be 
conducted online.  
 
Students in years 3, 5, 7, and 9 will sit the national      
literacy and numeracy test across 9500 schools and 
campuses across Australia, and the move to online    
testing will benefit pupils, according to ACARA. 
 
Around 84,000 South Australian students are eligible to 
sit this year’s tests, according to figures provided by the 
State Government. 
 
It will move from May to March in 2023, giving education 
authorities access to results earlier in the year.  
 
“NAPLAN online is a better, more precise assessment 
that is more engaging for students.”  
 
 
 
More    

 
 

 

NAPLAN Online Game Teaches Kids About Drugs and Alcohol 

“…high school graduates with an ATAR over 80 will be paid up to $48k 

to study teaching....” 

 
 
Parents should talk to their    
children more and limit their 
screen time if they want to give 
them the best start at school. 
 
It comes as a new report revealed 
that kids in lower socio economic 
groups were twice as likely to start 
school developmentally vulnerable 
than those in the highest socio 
economic groups.  
 
Research showed that of the 
63,000 who were behind when 
they started school in 2021, 
around half would never be able 
to catch up.  
 
By Year 3, those children would 
be a year behind their peers on 
NAPLAN and, by Year 5, they 
would be around two years behind 
their peers.  
 

Read more 

 
 
A throng of teenagers who feel 
their futures have been “sold 
out” by politicians that don't do 
enough to slow climate change 
marched through Sydney. 
 
The children, many of whom were 
in uniforms and skipping school to 
attend the protest, chanted “We 
f***ing hate gas” and shouted     
demands of ”climate justice”.  
 
There were adults in attendance, 
including Greens leader Adam 
Bandt, who said the protesters 
were “heroes”.  
 
“Liberal and Labor’s climate      
targets both mean the end of the 
Great Barrier Reef and a hotter 
future for these students.”  
 
Full Story  

 
 
 
 

Thanks to all our volunteers! 
 
 
 
 
 

Climate Change March Give Your Kids The Best Start 

The Education Update is a summary of recent media reports. The opinions expressed in these reports do not necessarily reflect the views of SAASSO or its affiliates. 
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