
 

 

 
 
South Australia's outdoor    
education operators say      
restrictions on school camps 
and a lack of assistance has 
left them in crisis, with no end 
in sight.  
 
An initial four-week ban from the 
start of term one was extended 
over the whole term, with the 
exception of overnight tent 
camping & SACE-related camps.  
 
Outdoors SA chair Andrew     
Govan said operators were     
frustrated by a lack of            
communication from the state 
government.  
 
"There's been no communication 
about anything happening for 
term two, so people are losing 
bookings in term two now." 
 
In a statement to the ABC, the 
Department for Education would 
not provide a date for when the 
restrictions would ease.  
 
Treasurer Stephen Mullighan 
said the Department of Treasury 
and Finance had been contacted 
"by industry representatives" and 
would meet with them to discuss 
the impacts of COVID-19 on the 
sector.  
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South Australia’s education 
system should place an equal 
focus on students’ wellbeing to 
other measures such as 
NAPLAN results, amid mental 
health concerns. 
 
Education Minister Blair Boyer 
says that after more than two 
years of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
wellbeing issues must be at the 
forefront of schools’ agendas.  
 
“As well as having NAPLAN and 
PISA results, wellbeing needs to 
be at the same level.” 
 
“The wellbeing of our students 
can’t play second fiddle to         
anything else, and it needs to be 
right up there in terms of what 
we’re measuring and the           
considerations we make in terms 
of where we spend taxpayer     
dollars.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2018, the government began 
rating every public school on its 
academic results.  
 
The rating includes NAPLAN and 
SACE results and year 12       
completion data, aiming to help 
the state achieve a “world-class” 
education system by 2028. 
 
In addition to this, Mr Boyer said it 
was vital to measure students’ 
wellbeing – and for a heightened 
focus on addressing the           
challenges identified in the       
results, & celebrating successes. 
 
During the state election, Labor 
pledged $50m for 100 more   
wellbeing officers in primary and 
secondary schools – including 
counsellors, child psychologists 
and occupational therapists. 
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Minister Says Wellbeing Must be Given Equal Focus To NAPLAN  Operators Plea For Clarity On Camps 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

• Minister says wellbeing must be given equal focus to NAPLAN 

• Operators plea for clarity on school camps 

• Jane Caro on the current state of education funding 

• How much screen time is too much 

• Mentoring bringing music alive 

• Teen bullying taskforce 

SA’s parent body; supporting governing councils and public education 
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Many teachers and parents wonder when excess 
screen use becomes harmful for kids, but recent   
research shows the two-hour mark is linked to a 
range of negative health risks. 
 
A new study led by the University of Queensland found 
that more than two hours of recreational screen time was 
linked to sleeping difficulties, irritability, low moods, 
headaches and back pain. 
 
Associate Professor Asad Khan says boys who watched 
television for four hours had a 67% higher chance of 
psychosomatic symptoms, with a 71% risk for girls. 
 
“That risk is much lower when we looked at two to four 
hours, only 16% higher for boys and 21% higher for 
girls,” Khan told Education Review. 
 
Official government guidelines recommend children 
spend a maximum of two hours on screens per day. 
 
Studies have shown that most children on average 
spend at least six hours a day on their smartphones, 
tablets or televisions.  
 

More 

 
 
School funding is under the spotlight thanks to a 
NSW Teachers Federation report, which shows  
about 130 private schools were overfunded by a     
total of 120 million dollars.   
 
Author, activist, social commentator and Reason         
Australia senate candidate Jane Caro believes "all    
funding of private schools by public money is stupid and 
absurd". 
 
"If private schools need public funding perhaps they 
shouldn't be operating." 
 
According to Caro, the Australian school funding system 
keeps on increasing the inequality gap. 
 
"Some private schools are palaces of luxury with so 
much educational bling, but there is literally no difference 
in results between the kids who went to private schools 
and the one who went to public schools.” 
 
"And kids from public schools do better at university," 
added Caro. 
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Jane Caro On The Current State Of Education Funding How Much Screen Time Is Too Much  

“…My girls are only eight and four and this terrifies me....” 

 
 
NSW Police, mental health 
workers and bullying survivors 
will form a “groundbreaking” 
task force in honour of teen    
suicide victim Tilly Rosewarne.  
 
The task force will make           
recommendations on how to     
prevent cyber-bullying after 15-
year-old Tilly was relentlessly    
bullied and had fake nude images 
of her doctored and shared on 
social media.  
 
Education Minister Sarah Mitchell 
vowed to save other teens from 
falling through cracks.  
 
“It’s important that you have a 
senior Minister, such as myself, 
championing this … My girls are 
only eight and four and this        
terrifies me.”  
 

Read more 

 
 
The National Music Teacher 
Mentoring Program began in 
2015 and implemented through 
the Australian Youth Orchestra.  
 
Experienced music specialist 
teachers are paired with generalist 
early childhood teachers in 
schools which don’t have music 
programs.  
 
Educators see many positives in 
the program, including an         
enriched school curriculum, locally 
relevant programs that draw on 
the interests and activities of the 
school and its community to       
create music content, the building 
of teacher resources, increased 
confidence in teachers’ music 
skills and a positive impact on 
student learning and behaviour.  
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 
Have a happy, healthy and safe 

Easter. 
 
 
 

Mentoring Bringing Music Alive Teen Bullying Taskforce Happy Easter 
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