
 

 

 
 
An elite all-boys school in    
Adelaide has thrown its        
support behind a senior who 
opened up to their peers about 
transitioning to become a     
female.  
 
Prince Alfred College is allowing 
the year 12 student to remain at 
the school and complete their 
final year of studies. 
 
The student, now known as     
Alice, has become the first 
transgender female student at 
the prestigious school. 
 
It has been reported that       
principal Bradley Fenner wrote a 
letter to parents and caregivers 
on Tuesday night, advising them 
of Alice’s story and the school’s 
decision to support her during 
her studies. 
 
He explained that Alice, who had 
been a student at the school 
since the Early Learning Centre, 
stood up in front of about 150 of 
her peers and told them she was 
transgender and identified as a 
woman. 
 
“The response from the year 12 
cohort was, as we would have 
hoped and expected, both      
respectful and supportive,” Mr 
Fenner said in the letter. 
 
Read 

www.saasso.asn.au 

8223 2266 
info@saasso.asn.au 

Some of the state’s smallest 
regional public schools are  
celebrating being among those 
with the most improved 
NAPLAN results.  
 
12 public SA primary and         
combined campuses showed 
above or well above average   
progress, when compared with 
similar schools.  
 
Schools in Mypolonga, Kimba, 
Mannum, Minlaton, Moonta and 
Cobdogla featured in ACARA’s 
list of high progress schools – 
those making significant inroads 
in reading, numeracy and writing 
from years 3–5 or years 7–9.  
 
Meantime, Australia’s education 
ministers have agreed to move 
NAPLAN from May to mid-March 
in 2023. 
 
Education Department chief, Rick 
Persse said this would allow 
teachers more time to work with 
students after they received the 
results.  
 
“NAPLAN is about trying to get an 
early diagnostic assessment of 
where a child is at and that        
information is most helpful for the 
family and the teacher,” he said. 
 
 
 
 

Mr Persse said the department 
was “very encouraged” by this 
year’s NAPLAN scores. 
 
“The challenges of keeping 
schools open has been really  
difficult for teachers, principals 
and SSOs over the last couple of 
years and they’ve done a sterling 
job,” he said. 
 
“We’ve seen growth in NAPLAN 
year-on-year, and some of the 
best growth in the country, and 
also seen improved SACE      
completion in and amongst the 
pandemic.” 
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This week’s stories from the media 
 

• Small country schools among SA’s best NAPLAN performers 

• All boys school supports first transgender student 

• Self care should be on every school leaders’ agenda in 2022 

• Young Australians are exploring gender more than ever before 

• Story telling triples resilience 
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Dr Ken Pang, an associate professor at the Murdoch 
Children's Research Institute, agrees, and says a 
sharp increase in the number of people seeking  
gender support means resources are stretched.  
 
In Victoria in 2011, there were just over 10 new referrals 
to the Royal Children's Hospital of young people aged 
under 18; in 2020, a decade later, that number was just 
under 500, and last year in 2021 it was over 800. 
 
Dr Pang says gender support is time-critical — in a 
physical sense, such as when puberty blockers come 
into the mix, but also for the mental health of the young 
person. 
 
"Lack of access to speciality gender-related care can 
push some young people to take matters into their own 
hands and access hormones illegally and self-medicate 
in an unregulated, unsupervised manner," he says. 
 
"We also know that unfortunately many of these young 
people struggle with depression and anxiety." 
 

More 

 
 
Over the last two years, school leaders in Australia 
have led their institutions through the most            
significant health pandemic of the modern age. 
 
Recently, McLead and Dulsky (2021) concluded that 
while schools are one of the most important societal  
institutions, school leaders had little to no experience or 
training in crisis leadership during the pandemic, causing 
many to question their future in a profession that does 
not provide balance.  
 
Recent research from New Zealand and Australia       
suggested principals experience higher rates of burnout, 
stress, and sleeplessness than other professions (Riley, 
2017).  
 
If self-care does not rise in priority for school leaders 
soon, then the unintended consequences on health, 
wellbeing and sustainable future leadership are in       
jeopardy.  
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Self Care Should Be On Every Principal’s Agenda Young Australians Are Exploring Gender More Than Ever Before 

“…NAPLAN is about trying to get an early diagnostic assessment of 

where a child is at and that information is most helpful for the family 

and the teacher....” 

 

 

 

In Scho 
 
A new study has found that 
reading out loud to at-risk      
children can triple their         
resilience before they start 
school. 
 
Researchers from the UniSA took 
data from over 60,000 kids aged 
between 5 and 6, focusing on kids 
who had suffered abuse or       
neglect. 
 
They found mistreated children 
were developmentally behind their 
peers when starting kindergarten. 
 
Nearly 300,000 children aged      
between 0 and 17 years had one 
or more child protection            
notifications in Australia this year. 
 

Full Story  
 
 

 

School Post - Out Now! Harmony Week - March 21 - 27 Story Telling Triples Resilience 
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