
 

 

 
 
NSW education authorities are 
taking action against vaping in 
schools to combat the          
increasing and “unacceptable” 
problem.  
 
The state’s Education Minister 
told a budget estimates hearing 
on Wednesday the government 
was working on a range of      
actions to combat the use of       
e-cigarettes among young      
people.  
 
“It’s a concern. I mean, clearly 
we are seeing more vaping 
among young people;                  
e-cigarettes in schools are a 
growing concern,” she said. 
 
“Schools are smoke-free         
environments and tobacco    
products, including e-cigarettes 
and vapes, are prohibited on 
school grounds.” 
 
Department documents released 
to parliament earlier this year 
cited a purported 771% increase 
in reports to an incident hotline of 
students vaping or selling            
e-cigarette accessories.  
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More children in SA are being 
infected with Covid but the 
number being vaccinated has 
fallen dramatically, according 
to new figures.  
 
The rate of children being        
vaccinated against Covid-19 has 
dramatically slowed despite more 
becoming infectious or missing 
school due to the Omicron wave, 
official data shows.  
 
New SA Health figures show 
1372 children aged 5-11 were last 
week jabbed with a Pfizer dose, 
compared to 21,000 over the last 
seven days of January. 
 
At least 55% of SA’s 148,253  
eligible youngsters are now     
immunised with their first            
jab, which the government said 
was the best of all mainland 
states.  
 
Authorities hope at least 80%  
become vaccinated. 
 
In contrast, 17,492 children 
younger than nine have            
contracted Covid-19 – a rise of 
1541 cases, or 22%, in a week.  
 
Education Department data 
shows 3460 schoolchildren from 
almost all 500 public campuses 
are absent – almost 700 more in 
a week – due to having Covid-19 
or because of isolation rules. 

“Childhood vaccinations play an 
important role in keeping children 
safe from a range of diseases, 
and this includes Covid-19,” an 
SA Health spokeswoman said. 
 
“Now that all children have        
resumed face-to-face learning, it’s 
even more important for those 
who aren’t yet vaccinated to do 
so, to protect them and the       
community from Covid-19.” 
 
The spokeswoman said SA 
Health had a special family    
weekend planned, adding that 
supplies were strong with 81,766 
child doses stockpiled in fridges. 
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Transportable classrooms would be replaced with 
new modular buildings at 20 schools across the 
state, under a $39m funding pledge.  
 
The government says if re-elected, it will swap out the 
buildings over the next four years as part of a plan to 
eventually rid all state schools of transportables. 
 
Education Minister John Gardner said the Liberals     
wanted to make “tired transportables from the 50s and 
60s a thing of the past”. 
 
He said modular designs could provide new classrooms 
in a shorter time frame with less disruption than            
traditional construction work. 
 
“Our children deserve a world-class education and these 
modern modular facilities will enhance the way teachers 
deliver lessons and improve learning opportunities for 
students,” Mr Gardner said.  
 
Over the next four years, 12 regional schools will receive 
upgrades, along with eight across Adelaide.  
 
More    

 
 
The Federal Government has released the final     
report from its year-long investigation into             
improving outcomes for newly graduated teachers.  
 
The review, conducted by an expert panel, was aimed at 
identifying ways to attract and retain high-quality        
teachers while also improving the classroom-readiness 
of teaching graduates.  
 
“Some teachers are still graduating from their courses 
insufficiently prepared to teach in a classroom either  
because there has been too much focus on theory at the 
expense of practice, or because evidence-based        
teaching methods are not taught.”   
 
The report makes a total of 17 recommendations 
grouped into three areas: 
 

 Attraction and selection 

 Initial Teacher Education program quality 

 Early years of teaching 
 

More 

 
 

 

Transportable School Buildings Hit The Scrap Heap Government Releases Final Report Into Teacher Education 

“…Authorities hope at least 80% become vaccinated....” 

 
 
Registration of interest for high 
school in 2023 starts at the     
beginning of term 2, on 2 May 
2022. 
 
The starting secondary school 
parent information brochure that 
has information on the registration 
of interest and enrolment process 
will be available from term 2.  
 
Families with students enrolled at 
government primary schools will 
receive a registration of interest 
form and information by email.  
 
Paper forms will be available from 
your primary school if you cannot 
access the internet.  
 
Contact your local primary school 
if you have questions about       
registering interest in high school 
and the statewide transition        
process.  

Read more 

 
 
A new study challenges the 
idea that most parents oppose 
the inclusion of gender and 
sexuality diversity content in 
school.  
 
The study surveyed 2,093 parents 
of students attending government 
schools across the nation.  
 
The findings show 94% of parents 
want relationships and sexuality 
education in schools.  
 
When asked about gender and 
sexuality diversity across six      
different topic areas, on average, 
82% of parents support their      
inclusion as part of the curriculum 
from kindergarten through to year 
12.  
 
Full Story  
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