
 

 

 
 
Premier Steven Marshall has 
thanked the 61,000 five to 11-
year-olds who have rolled up 
their sleeves ahead of the 
school year for their first dose 
of the Covid-19 vaccine.   
 
Almost half of South Australia’s 
primary school students have 
received their first Covid-19    
vaccination ahead of some     
heading back to the classroom 
this week. 
 
The state has recorded the     
second-highest jab rate per    
capita in mainland Australia for 
five to 11-year-olds, behind only 
Victoria. 
 
SA Health figures released on 
Sunday revealed 61,248 children 
have had their first dose since 
vaccinations opened to primary 
school students on January 12. 
 
Premier Steven Marshall         
described the inoculation rate as 
“a huge effort”. 
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Year 1s, 7s, 8s and 12s return 
to school on Wednesday while 
the remaining year levels will 
remain at home for two weeks 
in a bid to limit the state’s     
Omicron wave.  
 
Children of essential workers, or 
those who are vulnerable, were 
allowed to return to school       
yesterday.  
 
Premier Steven Marshall said 
around 40% of the state’s         
students would be returning face 
to face, while 60% would be 
learning online.  
 
“We’re ready for the start of the 
school year, we’ve said for some 
weeks now that it will be            
disrupted.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 

“But I genuinely believe because 
of the great cooperation that    
exists with our teachers, our      
principals, our school support    
officers, our parents and our     
students, that we will have a very 
good start to term one.” 
 
The State Government’s back to 
school plan has attracted criticism 
– primarily from the teacher’s  
union – due to provisions around 
surveillance testing & ventilation. 
 
The union’s public school teacher 
members initially voted to strike 
on Wednesday, February 2.  
 
But the union’s executive         
recommended against the strike 
and re-balloted members on 
Thursday after crisis talks with 
chief public health officer Nicola 
Spurrier, ending in a vote to     
postpone industrial action. 
 
 

More 

SA’s Staggered School Return Begins Half Of Kids Have Covid Jab 
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• Almost half of SA’s primary students vaccinated 

• Education RAT rollout as SA school term starts 

• Editorial: David Penberthy 

• Parents could be called in to replace teachers during Covid 

• NAPLAN results encouraging 

SA’s parent body; supporting governing councils and public education 

Education Update 386  |  February 2 / 2022 

http://www.saasso.asn.au/eupdates/
http://www.saasso.asn.au/
mailto:info@saasso.asn.au?subject=e-update
http://www.saasso.asn.au/eupdates/


 

 

 
 
Unions and leaders are at war over an utterly          
unacceptable back-to-school plan without a word 
from the people they’re squabbling about, writes   
David Penberthy.   
 
This union and its members deserve praise for the    
manner in which they soldiered through the pandemic 
and showed leadership by accepting the scientific       
wisdom of vaccination….  
 
But they have undone much of that work this week with 
their strike talk, reminding us that this union is in no way 
an advocacy group for children, but an industrial         
organisation for adults. 
 
They have form on that front, having opposed policies 
such as testing or performance pay, out of a muddle-
headed sense of solidarity, which effectively holds that 
it’s better to see a child put up with a crappy teacher 
than to see a comrade penalised for incompetence. 
 
If this strike goes ahead, it will have a negative effect on 
kids at a time when they least deserve or can afford it.  
 

More 

 
 
Shortages of rapid antigen tests required by child 
care centres and schools will be fixed by          
Wednesday, Premier Steven Marshall has pledged.    
 
Early childhood care providers and schools were due to 
receive RAT kits to follow new rules on Covid-19 which 
began this week. 
 
It is “strongly recommended” early childhood workers 
pass three RATs a week. 
 
Workers in a school or childcare centre who are a 
“classroom contact” must pass a daily RAT for seven 
days. 
 
Mr Marshall said “a small number” of schools and pre-
schools were affected. 
 
“We’ll rectify that in the next 24 to 48 hours,” he said. 
 
More    

 
 

 

Education RAT Rollout As SA School Term Starts Editorial: David Penberthy 

“…The state has recorded the second-highest jab rate per capita in 

mainland Australia for five to 11-year-olds....” 

 
 
The release of 2021 NAPLAN 
results shows no significant 
drop in student performance 
resulting from two years of the 
pandemic at both national and 
state/territory levels.  
 
But despite this positive news, the 
Australian Education Union is   
calling for the test to be scrapped, 
arguing that the majority of public 
school principals and teachers 
see little value in it.  
 
“We can see that female students 
have outperformed male students 
in reading and writing, while male 
students continue to outperform 
female students in numeracy.”  
 
Over the past six years, the gap in 
numeracy has generally been    
widening, except in Year 9 where 
the gap is stable.  
 

Read more 

 
 
Parents could be called in to 
help supervise children in the 
classroom under a bold new 
plan to help schools tackle with 
Covid outbreaks.  
 
Amid concerns of staff shortages, 
independent schools have been 
told they can ask parents to      
supervise students in classrooms.  
 
Non-teaching staff would be used 
to supervise children, but would 
not be permitted to teach the    
curriculum. 
 
It could lead to a situation where a 
parent supervises the class in  
person while a teacher delivers a 
class remotely. 
 
 
 
Full Story  

In Scho Parents Replace Teachers  NAPLAN Results Encouraging Welcome Back! 
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