
 

 

 
 
Major changes to vocational 
education in schools will aim 
to stop thousands of young 
South Australians falling into a 
black hole of having no job 
and ending their training and 
education.  
 
As many as 50,000 South      
Australians aged 15-24 are at 
risk now of not transitioning after 
school to work or further         
education, the State Government 
estimates.  
 
A carefully structured program 
will guide students to follow trade 
and trainee pathways while at 
school to specific sectors where 
industries say there are lots of 
job opportunities.  
 
Sectors include aged care,   
building and construction, electro
-technology, horticulture and 
screen and media production for 
gaming and visual effects.  
 
Called Flexible Industry         
Pathways, the program has been 
designed “with industry, for     
industry” to provide a pipeline of 
skilled workers, Education       
Minister John Gardner said.  
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Meet the woman with a $50m 
mandate to boost education 
standards by banishing fads 
and ensuring teaching methods 
are backed by evidence.   
 
Jenny Donovan, the inaugural 
chief executive of the new        
Australian Education Research 
Organisation, known as AERO, 
has been charged with bringing to 
life a key recommendation from 
the latest Gonski report.  
 
AERO was given the green light 
last year and is jointly funded by 
the federal, state and territory 
governments.  
 
Governed by an independent 
board chaired by Smith Family 
chief Lisa O’Brien, the AERO will 
seek to generate research as well 
as translate and make available 
existing high-quality research to 
schools to better inform decisions 
about what programs to adopt or 
teaching practices to use.  
 
“Measures such as PISA and 
NAPLAN may not be perfect … 
but they are important sources of 
information about student learning 
and it would be irresponsible to 
ignore them,” she said.  
 
 
 
 
 

AERO will soon publish a series 
of papers under the banner Tried 
and Tested, which will outline the 
evidence behind recommended 
teaching practices, such as       
explicit teaching, good classroom 
management and formative       
assessment.  
 
“Some people will be confronted 
by what the evidence says,” Dr 
Donovan said.  
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The Oxford Children’s Language Australia group has 
released a report that highlights declines in           
Australian students’ writing from Year 7 as well as 
differences in writing outcomes between male and 
female students.  
 
The group, comprised of experts in language and       
literacy, wrote the report, titled The language gap in    
Australian students’ writing.  
 
The authors highlight the performance of students in the 
2019 NAPLAN writing section. The data revealed that 
close to 96.3% of Year 3 students and 92.8% of Year 5 
students met or exceeded the minimum standard. 
 
However, in Year 7 a "downward trend" began to 
emerge, with 82.4% of students meeting or exceeding 
the national minimum standard. This decline in writing 
proficiency fell even further for Year 9 students to 82.4%. 
 
Year 7 data indicates that boys performance declines, 
whereas girls show the greatest increase at this year 
level. 
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We’ve understood that traditional classroom          
furniture and traditional classroom design simply no 
longer facilitates the most effective, engaging and 
productive learning environment for students.  
 
Studies show that the physical classroom environment 
impacts the academic performance of students. Notably, 
that classrooms that accommodate for children’s innate 
need to move produce higher quality learning outcomes.  
 
“Brain research confirms that physical activity can       
actually enhance the learning process”. This is because 
movement performed by any student activates their 
brain which improves their concentration and productivity 
levels, keeping them engaged throughout the day.  
 
Telling students to ‘sit still and pay attention’ is actually 
doing the exact opposite of what you’re asking the     
student to do.  
 
Rather, teachers should accommodate for movement in 
the classroom with activities and flexible furniture that 
allows them to wiggle and wobble as they please –    
without disrupting their classmates, of course.  
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“…Some people will be confronted by what the evidence says....’’  

 
 

The ACT recently passed a    
motion to ban banking           
programs, like Commonwealth 
Bank’s Dollarmites, from 
schools later this year.  
 
The move comes a few months 
after Victoria announced it would 
also ban such programs in state 
schools. 
 
The Australian Securities and  
Investments Commission’s (ASIC) 
two-year review of school banking 
programs was released in 2019. It 
found, among other matters: 
 

• young children are vulnerable 
consumers and are exposed to 
sophisticated advertising and 
marketing tactics by school 
banking program providers. 

 
Read more 

 
 
Teenagers are dominating visits 
to hospital for sunburn, with the 
Cancer Council to call for better 
education in high schools.  
 
New data shows presentations to 
Victorian hospital emergency   
departments for sunburn last   
summer were highest among 
teenagers. 
 
The report showed more than half 
(56%) of presentations were     
children and adolescents aged 0–
19 years of age.  
 
Of the total 177 sunburn hospital 
presentations reported, almost 
one in three were adolescents 
aged 10–19 years. 
 
“Sun protection is a shared      
responsibility between schools, 
parents and students.” 
 
Full Story  
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Term 1 issue out next week!  
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