
 

 

 
 
Tough new penalties aimed at 
protecting students and staff 
at South Australia’s public 
schools are among changes 
which take effect from the 
start of the new financial year.  
 
Parents also will need to make 
sure their children attend school 
with the penalty for chronic     
truancy rising to $5000 from 
$500. 
 
“Students who are chronically 
absent from school have lower 
educational outcomes and are 
more likely to be vulnerable or at 
risk,” Education Minister John 
Gardner said. 
 
“By ensuring our children are in 
school, we will see stronger 
school communities and better 
educated children.” 
 
Students will have greater       
protection from bullying with 
schools having greater powers to 
make perpetrators move to     
another school. 
 
Parents must be informed about 
religious activities at a school 
and can choose to have their 
child opt out. 
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A new report on the importance 
of student wellbeing argues 
that a student’s social and 
emotional intelligence is      
closely tied to their academic 
outcomes.   
 
According to The Department of 
Education student wellbeing is “a 
sustainable positive mood and 
attitude, health, resilience, and 
satisfaction with self, relationships 
and experiences at school”.   
 
The report makes clear that     
students who reported “feeling 
good” and “doing good” gained 
“superior grades, higher self-
control and lower procrastination”. 
 
The survey found that “mental 
disorders affected one in seven 
students in the previous 12 
months and students with mental 
disorders scored lower than     
students without mental disorders 
in every test domain and year 
level”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The same report made it explicitly 
clear that serious mental health 
conditions are not the domain of 
the teacher. 
 
“Teachers are not mental health 
professionals and should not be 
expected to diagnose and treat 
mental disorders.” 
 
To underscore the importance of 
wellbeing, the report cites African-
American writer Frederick 
Douglass, who said: “It is easier 
to build strong children than to fix 
broken adults.” 
 
The view Douglass espouses   
correlates with evidence that 
"early intervention is key to long 
term health and minimising     
impact.” 
 

More 
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The COVID-19 crisis has caused increased parental 
engagement in children’s education as a matter of 
necessity. But it need not end now.  
 
“A holistic approach to learning” is one of the key factors 
that feeds student success, according to The Australian 
Student Well-Being Framework. 
 
This is indeed correct from a neuroscientific and         
psychological perspective – and we need to recognise 
that a 'holistic approach to learning' starts in the home. 
 
Yet parental engagement, regardless of a parent’s past 
schooling experiences or a child’s current                    
circumstances, is sadly often overlooked as a powerful 
influence on a child’s learning and wellbeing.  
 
The Education Department recognises this fact: 
“Research has shown that when schools and families 
work together, children do better, stay in school longer, 
are more engaged with their school work, go to school 
more regularly, behave better, and have better social 
skills. Parent engagement also results in longer term 
economic, social and emotional benefits.”  
 

More 

 
 

 

 
 
A new global report by The United Nations           
concludes that Australian teachers require more  
investment in professional development and training 
to better equip them to deal with students with a  
disability and reduce student exclusion. 
 
The report found that teachers are often not adequately 
supported to deliver quality, inclusive education to      
students with a disability.  
 
The report also highlighted that up to one-third of       
Australian principals receive no instructional leadership 
training, and that teachers reported a lack of training on 
"implementing differentiated teaching and adjustments”.  
 
“In Australia, access of students with disabilities to     
qualified teachers was partly impeded by the system’s 
over-dependence on unqualified support personnel.”  
 
In responding to the report, AEU federal president       
Correna Haythorpe said that more investment was      
necessary to give teachers the resources they require to 
support vulnerable students.  
 
More 
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“Teachers are not mental health professionals and should not be        

expected to diagnose and treat mental disorders....’’  

 
 

Teachers have never been more 
appreciated than during COVID-
19. But cheaper degrees won’t 
overcome four deep challenges 
facing the profession: 
 
1. teaching needs to attract more 

high achievers to counteract a 
four-decade slide in the       
academic capability of     
teachers 

2. domains with acute shortages 
including maths, science and    
languages need more           
specialist teachers 

3. disadvantaged schools,       
particularly in regional, rural 
and remote areas, struggle to 
attract and retain great        
teachers 

4. Australia needs an expert 
teacher career path so top 
teachers don’t have to move 
away from teaching to keep 
developing, and can get paid 
what they are worth. 

 
Read more 

 
 
Oldest children in classes    
outperform their peers.  
 
The research assessed the 
NAPLAN scores of more than 
80,000 students in WA             
government schools in 2017.  
 
The study found that "as a group 
the older children in the class, 
born in July, performed            
significantly better than the   
youngest, born the following 
June”.  
 
“We found the relative position of 
your birthday to the school cut-off 
date can affect how well you do at 
school so there is evidence of an 
academic benefit for children at 
the older end of their cohort.” 
 
“This could be because the older 
children are more mature and  
relatively more confident than their 
peers in the same grade.” 
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 

This is the last Education       
Update for term 2.  

 
Check your inbox at the start of 
term 3 for the next instalment. 

 
Wishing you and your family a 
safe, happy and healthy school 

holidays. 

 

Age Matters In NAPLAN Cheaper Degrees Won’t Help Teaching School Holidays! 
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