
 

 

 
 
The new 1675-student Angle 
Vale birth-to-Year 12 school 
will take in students from a 
wide catchment area north of 
Adelaide.   
 
The new school on Riverbanks 
Rd is due to open in 2022. 
 
Proposed zones from the        
Education Department show  
students will be drawn from 
Thompson Beach to the north-
west, taking in Virginia, Two 
Wells and Lewiston through to 
parts of Munno Para West south 
of the school. 
 
Mark Oliphant College, Gawler 
and District College and Angle 
Vale Primary School will see 
changes to their existing zones 
under the proposal. 
 
“With population growth in the 
outer northern suburbs of        
Adelaide projected to grow      
substantially in the coming years, 
this new school will meet new 
demand and ease enrolment 
pressure on neighbouring       
government schools,” Education 
Minister John Gardner said. 
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South Australian parents have 
embraced the health message 
that it’s safe to send children to 
school, with attendance this 
week reaching 83%.  
 
South Australia Education        
Minister John Gardner praised the 
schools’ workforce. 
 
“Our teachers, educators and 
support staff have done an      
amazing job during this            
unprecedented time, and I thank 
them for their hard work and                   
professionalism,” he said. 
 
Australian Education Union SA 
president Lara Golding welcomed 
the easing of fears over           
coronavirus but cautioned that the 
battle was not yet won.  
 
Among measures the union says 
remain lacking are full risk       
assessments of physical and   
psychological safety in all 
schools, a comprehensive        
hygiene program and full support 
for teachers in vulnerable          
categories for COVID-19 or who 
live with vulnerable family        
members. 
 
There should also be additional 
temporary relief and contract 
teachers funded by the Education 
Department, the union said. 
 
 

Mr Gardner said early shortages 
of cleaning products had been 
overcome. 
 
“We have invested more than $10 
million into extra hygiene         
practices in our schools, including 
additional cleaning and thousands 
of litres of sanitisers and soaps, 
which are readily available to be 
delivered to schools,” he said. 
 
Mr Gardner said “many teachers 
across our system go above and 
beyond in their work, and I am 
sure there are many families 
across SA who can think of a 
teacher they would nominate to 
be recognised for that work”.  
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Schools are just weeks away from being back to  
normal as attendance climbs and traditional face-to-
face classrooms replace remote technology.  
 
The return to classroom teaching in South Australia is 
accelerating with growing numbers of schools committed 
to students being on campus. 
 
Most public schools will be focused on conventional 
classes by the third week of term, Education Minister 
John Gardner said. 
 
“For the schools that have 80 to 90% attendance, some 
are already offering face-to-face learning or are           
preparing to make that the dominant mode of delivery 
from next week,” Mr Gardner said. 
 
“I anticipate that from week 3 there wouldn’t be too many 
schools left in the circumstances where they are not able 
to do that.” 
 
Schools would differ individually but “by the end of next 
week I’d be surprised if most schools didn’t have a very 
clear plan for face-to-face learning”, he said.  
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The pandemic is no excuse to dumb down SACE 
subjects, especially ones as important as English, 
writes Tim Williams. Why can’t students still read a 
book or two?  
 
The SACE Board, in consultation with teachers, has    
adjusted requirements for dozens of subjects following 
negotiations at the height of the crisis.  
 
But now, as schooling looks set to return to something 
pretty close to normal soon, it must be careful not to 
dumb things down too much. 
 
The Board has issued a statement on “flexibilities” - “For 
example, students could respond to a short story instead 
of a novel, analyse in detail the first 10 minutes of a     
feature length movie rather than the whole film, or write 
a 250-word letter to the editor rather than a 1000-word 
argumentative essay.” 
 
Not a very high bar to watch and discuss 10 minutes of a 
movie, is it? And could the kids not have got through a 
novel at home when schools had four pupil-free days at 
the end of Term 1? 
 
More 
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“…By the end of next week I’d be surprised if most schools didn’t have 
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Most Queenslanders think 
schoolkids should be back at 
school, according to a poll. 
 
As of midday on Friday, more than 
17,000 people had voted in the 
poll, with 72% indicating        
schoolkids should not be staying 
home.  
 
Twenty-four per cent of voters 
indicated that kids staying home 
was the right move, while a further 
4 per cent were unsure what the 
right move was.  
 
At present, Queensland schools 
are open only to vulnerable       
students and those whose parents 
are essential workers. All other        
students learn remotely from 
home.  
 
Federal Education Minister Dan 
Tehan has set a June 1 deadline 
for all schools to reopen.  
 
Read more 

 
 
A renowned infectious diseases 
expert who previously          
championed shutting schools 
says they should open and    
children should not be feared 
as super-spreaders of COVID-
19.  
 
Professor Nigel McMillan, director 
of the Infectious Diseases and 
Immunology Program at Griffith 
University, said he had supported 
school closures because children 
are historically mass spreaders of 
influenza viruses. 
 
Australia's COVID-19 statistics do 
no back that up but he does want 
random tests of students to       
determine if they have antibodies 
for COVID-19. 
 
Full Story  
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Face-to-face teaching could be 
available for South Australian 
higher education students from 
as early as next week as        
institution get the go-ahead to 
plan their returns.   
 
And international students may be 
returned early, in a pilot project 
using the same two-week          
quarantine measures employed 
for Australians repatriated from 
overseas.  
 
Premier Steven Marshall is in 
talks with education sectors about 
getting students back into the 
classrooms following a fortnight of 
no new COVID-19 cases. 
 
TAFE SA last week began        
delivering 94% of its courses 
online and all three universities 
had planned to continue with 
online lectures and tutorials until 
June, the end of the semester. 
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