
 

 

 
 
Education department officials 
say they will respect the       
decision of any family that 
wishes to keep children at 
home when term two starts 
next week.  
 
The Education Department    
expects more than 50% of      
students to return to schools on 
Monday, far higher than the 30% 
expected at the end of term one 
when SA infection rates were far 
higher. 
 
“In the first two weeks I really ask 
parents and students to be     
patient with us,’’ Mr Persse said. 
 
“We went on leave thinking one 
thing and through the good 
health (system) work things have 
changed, but please don’t come 
to school thinking everything will 
be perfect.’’  
 
Mr Persse also addressed the 
concerns of parents about the 
difference between adult social 
distancing and the crowding of 
school students into classrooms.  
 
“This is the expert advice. 
Schools are an essential service 
so there are different rules,’’ Mr 
Persse said.  
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School organisations and a 
growing number of parents are 
convinced it will be safe for 
children to return to school. 
 
Earlier, the Government told   
parents it was safe to send their 
children back to school on       
Monday.  
 
Governing councils yesterday 
supported the Government’s 
stand, which will see schools  
return with online and face-to-face 
learning. 
 
South Australian Association of 
State School Organisations 
(SAASSO) director David     
Knuckey said most children would 
be returning in term two. 
 
“Parents believe the best place 
for their children to be educated is 
at school,’’ he said. 
 
“Medical experts confirm that it is 
safe, and most parents will be 
sending their children back to 
school.”  
 
But AEU SA president Lara    
Golding said teachers would    
continue their campaign to have 
parents keep their children at 
home because they could not 
ensure social distancing. 
 
 
 

But Education Department chief 
executive Rick Persse said only 
10 children in SA had been     
infected with the virus; there had 
been only one teacher-to-student 
infection, none in which a student 
had infected another and no     
student to teacher transmission. 
 
He said more than half of all    
students were expected to return 
to school for term two and that 
would increase if the COVID-19 
infection rates continued to       
improve. 
 
Principals’ Association president 
Angela Falkenberg said school 
leaders were focused on how to 
make the return to school work 
properly.  
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At least 30% of the state’s public school students 
are expected to return to classrooms for Term 2 this 
month.  
 
Parents say that figure is likely to rise if numbers of new 
coronavirus infections stay low, while the teachers’ union 
says some schools are already expecting up to 80%   
attendance.  
 
David Knuckey, the director of parent group the SA    
Association of State School Organisations (SAASSO), 
said attendance rates would depend on “the information 
parents receive from our leaders about the virus”.  
 
“It was fear for the health of their family that motivated 
parents to keep their children home from school,” he 
said. 
 
“It stands to reason then, that if infections stay low and 
medical experts and the Government tell us we are able 
to begin to return to normal life, that parents would be 
keen to have their children return to school.” 
 
He praised the department and schools for their          
communication with parents.  
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South Australia’s Year 12 students have been        
assured they will be given an ATAR ranking so they 
can graduate to tertiary study in 2021.  
 
Education authorities are battling to devise a plan to 
make sure no Year 12 student will be disadvantaged. 
 
SATAC’s chief executive Stuart Mossman said the      
organisation was confident it would have enough Year 
12 assessment to rank this year’s students. 
 
“We are working very closely with the SACE Board and 
we understand there will be sufficient quality assured 
evidence from Year 12 to support an ATAR calculation in 
2020,” he said. 
 
SATAC’s job is to rank students for tertiary entry cut-offs, 
after being given their assessment from SACE, an       
essential part of entry to further study for school leavers.  
 
Students will need to submit fewer assignments and 
shorter projects for many subjects to qualify for their 
South Australian Certificate of Education this year.  
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Disadvantaged kids worse off 
with online learning: research 
papers.   
 
Two million Australian children 
could be risking their education by 
having to learn at home during the 
coronavirus crisis. 
 
Research papers commissioned 
by the federal government back its 
push to return children to schools 
as soon as possible. 
 
The five papers agree children 
who are already disadvantaged 
are the most likely to fall further 
behind because of this disruption 
to their schooling. 
 
The loss of social connections and 
the surveillance system schools 
provide to pick up on issues will 
exacerbate their risk of dropping 
out. 
 
Read more 

 
 
World Vision has taken the    
dramatic step of weighing into 
the political debate about 
school shutdowns, amid fears 
1.2 million children may be lost 
to our education system        
permanently.  
 
World Vision acting CEO Graham 
Strong has come out strongly   
urging governments to consider 
that the longer the shutdown     
continues – the further the gap 
extends between disadvantaged 
children and their peers.  
 
“Some disadvantaged children will 
be lost to the education system 
completely,” Mr Strong warned.  
 
It is the first time one of the big 
international NGOs has waded 
into the political debate and it is 
seen as an unusually strong move 
by the charity.  
 
Full Story  
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From the moment they enter 
preschool, young South        
Australians will  be connected 
to high-speed Internet.  
 
Government preschool and       
children’s centres will have high-
speed broadband by mid next 
year. 
 
The project for 380 campuses 
means internet speeds 1000% 
faster than currently available, 
with Telstra chosen as the        
business partner. 
 
The scheme mirrors that for      
government primary & secondary 
schools which is almost            
completed, connecting those 514 
schools — 99% of all schools — 
with high-speed, fibre optic        
internet connection.  
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