
 

 

 
 
The ‘Morning-After Pill’ has 
been sold over the counter for 
more than a decade but a large 
amount of young Australians 
don't know how to use it or get 
it, prompting calls for a name 
change. 
 
A survey of school leavers who 
attended the 2017 Schoolies 
celebrations on the Gold Coast, 
revealed a staggering amount of 
young Aussies lack a basic     
understanding of the availability 
of emergency contraception and 
when they're appropriate to use. 
 
The surprising study, conducted 
by Queensland's Griffith           
University, found the majority 
(63%) of teenagers surveyed did 
not know they could access the 
'morning-after pill' (MAP) without 
a prescription. 
 
Half of the respondents also 
falsely assumed the emergency 
pill was only effective up to 24 
hours after unprotected sex, 
when the most common form, 
levonorgestrel, is effective for up 
to 72 hours.  
 
Both women and men took part. 
Overall female respondents were 
two to three times more likely to 
show an understanding of       
contraception basics.  
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Country school leaders want 
funding to keep good staff 
when enrolments drop and for 
counselling for kids from      
financially struggling families, 
and more government help so 
families can stay in their        
communities instead of leaving 
to find work elsewhere.   
 
The call comes as The Advertiser 
reveals around 200 South       
Australian schools suffered      
enrolment drops of at least 10% 
over the five years to 2018, the 
majority of them in regional areas. 
 
Principals say schools must be 
better resourced because they 
are the often last bastion of      
community life and social support, 
once drought and population    
declines decimate sporting and 
cultural clubs. 
 
SA Area Schools Leaders       
Association president Ray Marino 
said counsellors were needed 
because students felt the impact 
of families’ financial strain and the 
depression “that starts to set in 
across the community”. 
 
“The students come to school 
with particular baggage and 
stress,” he said. 
 
 
 
 

“When they see their parents 
struggling and counting out the 
five cent pieces, it starts to really 
impact on their learning, their 
wellbeing, their relationships.” 
 
The association has previously 
backed the shift of Year 7 into 
secondary schools but warned it 
would come at a big cost to small 
schools because they would lose 
funding for teachers and          
resources. 
 
The State Government is         
considering allowing 46 regional 
public primary schools, that are at 
least 20km from the nearest high 
or area school, to keep offering 
Year 7 until 2024. 
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ATAR is too narrow a measure of a graduate’s        
preparedness for further study or work, says the 
head of the SA Education Department .   
 
The national student-ranking system for university      
entrance, known as the ATAR, will soon be dead, SA’s 
Education Department boss says.  
 
Chief executive Rick Persse says the Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank system can be “gamed” and is too      
narrow a measure of students’ preparedness for          
university study or employment. 
 
That view is backed by a discussion paper used to 
launch a national review of pathways for high school    
students to university, vocational study and work. 
 
It suggests students leave school with a “learning      
passport” detailing their various capabilities.  
 
Despite SA universities introducing new entry methods, 
the vast majority of school-leaver admissions are still by 
ATAR alone.  
 

More 

 
 

 

Wealthy Areas More Likely To Vaccinate  
 
Wealthy areas top the list of places where children 
are getting free influenza vaccines from medical 
practices - but the University of Adelaide study does 
not say why.  
 
The research into the impact of state-funded vaccination 
programs for Australian children under five years found 
those attending medical practices in the wealthiest areas 
were more likely to receive the vaccine. 
 
The study included more than 190,000 children from 542 
general practices across Australia and sought to identify 
flu vaccination coverage before and after the               
implementation of state-funded programs providing free 
flu vaccinations to this age group. 
 
The authors say the findings have implications for the 
awareness of free flu vaccine programs among both the 
public and healthcare professionals, particularly in lower 
socio-economic areas.  
 
More 

ATAR Won’t Last Much Longer 

“...63% of teenagers surveyed did not know they could access the 

'morning-after pill' without a prescription....’’  

 
 

In an Australian first, South 
Australian public schools will 
be able to receive thousands of 
dollars in funding to support 
students with disability based 
on a teacher’s judgement and 
not on a formal diagnosis.  
 
The full rollout of the new          
Inclusive Education Support      
Program – scheduled for the start 
of Term 4 – follows criticism 
schools previously had to endure 
months of administrative burden 
before receiving extra funding to 
cater for students with disabilities 
or learning difficulties.  
 
Under the new model, when 
teachers identify that a student 
requires extra classroom support 
– regardless of whether the child 
has a formal diagnosis – they are 
able to apply for extra funding  
directly through an online portal.  
 
Read more 

 
 
The Australian finals of the    
international VEX Robotics 
Competition will bring more 
than 700 students to the        
Adelaide Convention Centre in 
December.  
 
The annual competition requires 
teams of primary and high school 
students to design and build a 
robot that can win a game-based 
engineering challenge supplied by 
the host VEX Robotics. 
 
Some 750 people are expected to 
the attend national tournament 
from December 6-8 at the        
Adelaide Convention Centre to 
decide on 12 teams to progress to 
the international finals in          
Louisville, Kentucky in April 2020. 
 
South Australia was picked      
because of its status as the       
innovation state and backing from 
the state government.  
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 
Play between a father and their 
children can offer a different 
type of play. Often boisterous, 
physical and competitive, this 
has an important role to play in 
a child’s development.   
 
Play that’s active, physical and 
competitive has also been linked 
to better emotion regulation.  
 
Dads have a tendency to push 
their kids to the limit, to set goals 
that are just a bit beyond their 
reach, and to rough-and-tumble 
play in a way that gets the kids 
worked up.  
 
The more dads engage in rough-
and-tumble play with their kids, 
the fewer injuries those kids      
sustained. 
 
Rough-and-tumble play teaches 
kids about their physical limits. 
 

More 

National Robotics Competition Schools Cut Disability Red Tape Kids Learn From Rough Play With Dad 
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