
 

 

 
 
It was ten years ago this week 
that SAASSO launched the 
Education Update.   
 
SAASSO Education Update 1 
was sent to members on June 
24, 2009! 
 
In the decade since, SAASSO 
has issued 334 editions of the 
update.  
 
More than 2,250 stories have 
been reported since 2009. 
 
The very first education update 
we reported that: 
 

 Schools were closed due to 
Swine Flu. 

 

 An OECD report highlighted 
the need to a performance 
pay model for teachers. 

 

 Schools reported they were 
struggling to meet the 25% 
cut in power consumption to 
help pay for Super Schools. 

 

 The State Government was 
in t r o duc ing  m anda t o r y      
minimums for the teaching of 
l i teracy and numeracy        
subjects. 
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End The Rivalry In School Sports 10 Years Of Education Updates 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

 A decade of SAASSO’s Education Updates 

 End the rivalry in school sports 

 Regional communities have their say on Year 7 pilot 

 Public schools in Australia attract $1 billion in fees for parents 

 Mobile phone ban in state schools in Victoria 

 Start the chat about online safety 

 Ain’t wellbeing great 

There is strong support among 
SA parents for their children to 
compete against their own    
personal best on sports days 
and scrapping of trophies and 
certificates. 
 
A third of South Australian        
parents want school sports days 
changed so students compete 
against their own personal bests 
rather than in traditional races 
with winners and losers, a survey 
finds.  
 
And one in five parents favour 
schools scrapping trophies and 
certificates altogether, both in the 
classroom and on the sports field, 
and going completely “reward-
free”.  
 
The survey was conducted by the 
South Australian Association of 
State School Organisations 
(SAASSO).  
 
Close to 900 people responded to 
the survey, of whom 93% were 
parents and 43% worked in 
schools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More than half of the 123       
teachers who took part favoured 
prize-free sports days and going 
reward-free generally. 
 
But only one in every eight of the 
68 principals involved liked the 
idea of disposing with trophies 
and certificates. 
 
SAASSO director David Knuckey 
said some respondents supported 
changing the format of sports 
days “without completely doing 
away with competition”. 
 
“Many comments also espoused 
the benefits of children learning to 
deal with the disappointment of 
not winning,” he said. 
 
The SA Education Department 
said it was up to each school to 
determine the level of competition 
and prize-giving on sports days. 
 

More 

SA’s parent body; supporting governing councils and public education 
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Parents are contributing $1 billion each year to state 
schools, as principals increasingly look to families 
to prop up the costs of public education.   
 
The billion-dollar outlay includes cash contributions from 
parents as well as the invoiced costs of some subjects, 
excursions, educational product subscriptions and even 
hygiene products such as tissues.  
 
Many schools are looking to external providers to deliver 
school sport, music and drama programs in a bid to pass 
on some of the costs of public education to parents. 
 
Schools also routinely bill parents for the cost of hygiene 
products including soap, tissues and cleaning costs. 
 
NSW public schools received the most money from    
parents - $371 million in 2016. 
 
Queensland schools collected nearly $216 million from 
parents, Victorian schools collected $207 million,        
followed by South Australia at $104 million, and WA at 
$98 million. 
 

More 

 
 

 

Regional Communities Have Their Say On Year 7 Pilot Public Schools Attract $1 Billion In Fees For Parents 

“...only 46% of parents felt “confident” in dealing with the online 

threats their children might face....’’  

 
 

An abundance of evidence links 
student wellbeing to positive 
learning outcomes. With young 
people spending most of their 
day-to-day lives in school, 
these sites are critical to        
implement wellbeing through         
programs and practices.  
 
But what is wellbeing? What does 
it look like? What kinds of         
approaches can promote it, and 
how can it be measured?  
 
It can encompass a whole range 
of dimensions as they apply to an 
individual’s mental health,        
emotions, spirituality, social       
relationships, resources, self-
actualisation potential and overall 
sense of contentment.  
 
Read more 

 
 
Mobile phones will be banned 
from Victorian state primary 
and secondary schools under 
strict new rules aimed at       
tackling cyber bullying and              
distractions in the classroom.  
 
The Victorian government has 
adopted one of the world's     
toughest stances on mobile phone 
use in schools and from the start 
of next year, students must switch 
off their devices and store them in 
lockers during school hours.  
 
Students from prep to Year 12 will 
not be allowed to use their phones 
during recess and lunchtime. 
 
Victorian Education Minister 
James Merlino said teachers and 
parents regularly raised concerns 
about mobile phones' effect on 
students. 
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 
The eSafety Commissioner’s 
national campaign, Online 
Safety Start the Chat, is asking 
parents, teachers and students 
across the country to start 
those important conversations 
about online safety.  
 
The campaign is a response to 
disturbing research findings that 
up to 95% of surveyed parents 
needed more information about 
online safety, including where to 
go for reliable help and advice.  
 
The report also found that only 
46% of parents felt “confident” in 
dealing with the online threats 
their children might face, and only 
one-third were “actively seeking 
information on how to best       
manage” situations like cyber  
bullying, sexting and unwanted 
contact.  
 

More 

VIC Bans Mobile Phones In School Ain’t Wellbeing Great Start The Chat About Online Safety 

The Education Update is a summary of recent media reports. The opinions expressed in these reports do not necessarily reflect the views of SAASSO or its affiliates. 

 
 
Regional communities surrounding Port Pirie will be 
invited to have their say about the Year 7 to high 
school pilot program, as the Department of             
Education looks into the issues of isolation and    
travelling for students.  
 
The consultation will be testing the possibility of           
providing families with a choice to keep their Year 7 child 
in primary school, if their primary school is located more 
than 20 kilometres from its nearest area or high school. 
 
The Department are considering a model where the    
option would be available for a limited period of three 
years from the 2022 statewide transition date, to ensure 
a smooth system changeover. 
 
The project director for the Year 7 to high school pilot 
Caroline Croser-Barlow says that they know many     
regional families travel considerable distances to get 
their children to school and they want to be able to make 
the best decisions moving forward  
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