
 

 

 
 
Since the Liberals swept to 
power at the recent state     
election, there has been no 
shortage of new ideas          
proposed for education.  
 
The new State Government, 
principals' association, teacher 
union and others are calling for 
dramatic changes. 
 
SAASSO has compiled a list of 
questions to see what you think! 
 

 Sniffer dogs in schools? 

 Fines for parents of bullies? 

 P-plates for new teachers? 

 Non gender specific essays? 

 Get rid of the SACE          
Research Project? 

 Pay teachers more if they 
have a special needs         
student in class? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete the survey 

www.saasso.asn.au 

8223 2266 
info@saasso.asn.au 

New Team To Deal With Children With Trauma SAASSO Survey 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

 New team to deal with children with trauma 

 SAASSO Survey 

 Moving year 7 to high school would cost $40m a year 

 No jab no pay starts Monday 

 SA parents spending up big on education 

 Child protection review ordered 

 Union calls for pay rise 

A specialised team trained in 
identifying trauma is being set 
up for South Australian 
schools as a study shows more 
than 27,000 children are        
suffering very high to extreme 
levels of psychological          
distress. 
 
The school services officers are 
being recruited and trained to 
help children with trauma-related 
behavioural challenges, as a    
response to recommendations 
from SA’s Royal Commission into 
Child Protection. 
 
Training will be provided for    
Education Department staff who 
support schools and school staff 
working directly with affected    
children. 
 
“Many children are exposed to 
traumatic life events, so it is     
important that we understand how 
to effectively support them.”  
 
“We are offering specialist        
professional development training 
to help staff better understand 
complex trauma.” 
 
They will learn to identify different 
types of trauma, from single      
experiences to complex relational 
trauma and abuse trauma that 
can lead to significant difficulties. 

The move comes after a world-
f i r s t  needs -based s tud y,           
published this month, found 7% of 
South Australians under 18 are 
suffering very high to extreme 
levels of distress. 
 

“That equates to more than 
27,000 kids in SA suffering       
extreme or high levels of          
psychological distress and at  
considerable risk of long-term 
mental health problems,” said 
study leader Professor Leonie 
Segal, a UniSA expert in the    
social determinants of health.  
 

More 
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No jab, no pay changes that kick in on Monday, will 
see parents who don’t vaccinate their children miss 
out on about $28 a fortnight.  
 
The Federal Government is cracking down on people 
who don’t keep their children’s immunisations up to date. 
They will lose part of their Family Tax Benefit Part A. 
 

Social Services Minister Dan Tehan said getting 
less cash would be a “constant reminder”. 

 
“Immunisation is the safest way to protect children 
from vaccine-preventable diseases,” he said. 
 
“Parents who don’t immunise their children are 
putting their own kids at risk as well as the         
children of other  people.” 
 
Children with certain medical issues or natural 
immunity are exempt. 

 
More 

Year 7 To High School Move Would Cost $40m A Year No Jab No Pay Starts Monday 

“...Moving Year 7 students into high school will ensure that our            

students are not left behind their counterparts in other states....’’  

 
 

Every public school teacher 
who has a student with a       
disability in their class would 
get extra pay under a legal push 
by the teacher union.  
 
The SA Employment Tribunal will 
start hearing evidence on Monday 
in what the union has dubbed “the 
special class case”. 
 
The union will argue the $1219 
allowance for teachers of           
designated special classes should 
be extended to all teachers        
e d u c a t i n g  c h i l d r e n  w i t h               
disabilities. 
 
The department said it had “a   
different view” to the AEU and “we 
look forward to putting our case to 
the tribunal”.  
 
Read more 

 
 
SA families are spending up to 
40% of their net income to send 
their kids to private schools, 
according to a national lender 
specialising in school loans.  
 
SA families are spending on       
average a larger proportion of the 
household income on tuition fees 
than nationally - where it’s sitting 
at 35%.  
 
It is a big misnomer that it is only 
very wealthy families who have 
their children in private schools … 
this is absolutely not the case.  
 
“A lot of parents firmly believe that 
they will get a great outcome (for 
their kids) from investing in a non-
government school and they are 
willing to make sacrifices,        
whatever that takes, to give their 
kids the best possible education.”  
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 

Welfare concerns about         
thousands of at-risk South   
Australian children may have 
been left unchecked in a        
bureaucratic bungle that has 
again  embarrassed  the           
embattled Child Protection      
Department.  
 
Almost 9000 child protection      
notifications over five years did 
not reach the department          
responsible for looking after the 
state’s most vulnerable young 
people. 
 
The discovery has prompted the 
department to launch an audit 
going back to 2013 after problems 
were uncovered with the          
electronic Child Abuse Report 
Line known as eCARL. 
 

Read the story 
 

SA Parents Spending Up Big Union Calls For Pay Rise Child Protection Review Ordered 

The Education Update is a summary of recent media reports. The opinions expressed in these reports do not necessarily reflect the views of SAASSO or its affiliates. 

 
 
Moving Year 7 students into high school will cost 
$40 million a year, but there is no clear evidence it 
will improve academic results, according to           
DECD chief executive Rick Persse.  
 
Mr Persse told parliament the annual cost of the        
Government’s election commitment would be on top of 
significant building works needed to ensure high schools 
had the capacity to cope with an influx of students. 
 
High school teachers are paid more and high school   
students are more expensive to educate because they 
have more specialist subject lessons. 
 
Education Minister John Gardner said all Year 7s would 
be moved into high school by 2022, but some schools 
might make the change earlier. Mr Gardner said the 
move was necessary because there was “no second 
opportunity when it comes to educating our young       
people”. 
 
“Interstate experience shows that Year 7s thrive in a 
high school setting.” 
 
More 
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