
 

 

 
 
State and territory education 
ministers will come under     
increased pressure to support 
a shift towards online NAPLAN 
testing, after a trial involving 
almost 193,000 students 
across 1285 schools was 
hailed a resounding success. 
 
A preliminary report of the trial 
results reveals that 99.9% of the 
668,529 individual reading,    
writing, language conventions 
and numeracy tests attempted 
were completed successfully.  
 
Just 285 students across 10 
schools experienced difficulties 
and were required to switch to 
paper tests. 
 
The successful trial, in which all 
five key performance criteria 
were met or exceeded, means 
the number of students moving 
to online testing will rise to more 
than 730,000 next year. 
 
However, whether the results 
temper the concerns of the 
teachers’ unions remains to be 
seen given the political wrangling 
around NAPLAN.  
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Public High School Dropout Rates Online NAPLAN Trial A Success 

This week’s stories from the media 
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 Parents urged not to push kids into competitive sport 

 Childcare relief could be axed for 235,000 

 SA skill survey 

 Childcare costs driving early enrolment 

 SACE review 

Only 60% of all public students 
complete their SACE, including 
just one in three from the most 
d isadv antaged  sch oo ls ,        
according to an Education    
Department document.  
 
Experts say the figures show the 
need for a major overhaul of    
secondary schooling towards  
personalised learning for each 
student. 
 
The former Labor government 
and the department had insisted 
they did not have firm data on 
SACE completion. 
 
Despite repeated requests from 
The Advertiser since 2016, all 
Labor provided on the eve of the 
March state election was a rough 
estimate of 75% across the public 
and private sectors, by comparing 
birth rates with SACE completers. 
 
But the department document, 
obtained by The Advertiser and 
citing SACE Board figures,      
suggests a more complete picture 
was known.  
 
It compares numbers of public 
students who did the Personal 
Learning Plan - the first subject of 
the SACE, done in Year 10 - with 
the later completion rates for 
those students. 

The rates ranged from 34.5% for 
the schools in the lowest of seven 
categories of disadvantage, up to 
75.1% for the most advantaged. 
 
Separate documents, obtained by 
Flinders University’s Andrew Bills 
and UniSA’s Nigel Howard under 
FOI, show completion rates for 
students in programs for at-risk 
teens are as low as one in 20. 
More than 21,000 students have 
been involved over the past      
decade.  
 
Education Minister John Gardner 
said the Liberals had announced 
a review of the SACE and were 
of fer ing employers $3000         
bonuses for every apprentice who 
also completed their SACE.  
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Up to 235,000 families and close to 100 childcare 
providers are still yet to switch over to the new   
childcare subsidy system, with a week to go until the 
rollout.  
 
The failure of parents and centres to get their act       
together and update their details with Centrelink means 
they could have their childcare subsidy cut next Monday, 
costing hundreds of dollars each week. 
 
Up to 17,000 families who have done the right thing and 
are in the 95 centres yet to switch could have their      
subsidy withheld. 
 
Figures today along with new data that shows the out of 
pocket costs for families has ballooned by 6.8% for Long 
Day Care between September 2016 and September 
2017 - that’s around $7 a week per child.  
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“...rates ranged from 34.5% for the schools in the lowest of seven     

categories of disadvantage, up to 75.1% for the most advantaged....’’  

 
 

The State Government has   
appointed high school principal 
to conduct a review of SACE, 
including an assessment of the 
controversial Research Project 
subject and Year 12 subject 
numbers.  
 
Glenunga High School principal 
and Principals’ Association vice 
president Wendy Johnson was 
announced as the reviewer today, 
fulfilling a Liberal Party election 
promise to conduct a review of the 
SACE in light of declining          
language enrolments.  
 
The review will assess whether 
the  Research Project ,  a            
compulsory Year 12 (Stage 2) 
subject, should continue to        
account for 10 credits. 
 
Read more 

 
 
About 247,000 qualifications, 
most of them vocational, will 
need to be delivered by 2022 to 
meet industry demands,         
according to the Training and 
Skills Commission.  
 
About 70% of those employed will 
be expected by industry to have a 
non-school qualification and VET 
qualifications will account for    
approximately two-thirds of        
industry-driven qualif ication       
demand.  
 
There were 14,725 apprentices 
and trainees in training in SA at 
the end of last year - down from 
30,690 in 2013, according to data 
from the National Centre for       
Vocat ional Education and         
Research.  
 
Full Story  
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Aussie kids are being pushed 
into school early because their 
parents are desperate to escape 
the rising cost of childcare.  
 
And the flow on effect could be 
doing more harm than good with 
concerns the early start to primary 
school could be distressing as 
four-year-olds compete with six-
year-olds in the same classroom. 
 
International research, including 
f rom  UK’s  Loughborough          
University, reveals many four-year
-olds are physically not ready to 
start school with physical          
development impacting sitting still, 
holding a pencil, putting on shoes 
and reading. 
 
Additionally, there are more       
students per teacher in primary 
school than in childcare. 
 

Read the story 
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Children may be better off not playing sport until at 
least age six, to reduce chances that they will drop 
out.  
 
A new Victorian study following almost 14,000 girls 
found 60% who had begun organised physical activity at 
age four or five had stopped playing by age 10.  
 
Lead author Rochelle Eime, of Victoria University, said 
pushy parents who thought an early start would give 
their child a competitive advantage, peer pressure, and a 
drive by sporting clubs to boost numbers of players 
might be behind rising rates of young children taking part 
in formal sport.  
 
But Dr Eime suggests children should be offered the 
chance to have fun being active and developing basic 
motor skills with informal physical activities instead. 
 
Though sport was becoming more popular for young 
children, she said that by the time they were teenagers 
participation rates had dramatically decreased. 
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