
 

 

 
 
More than 100 public schools 
are failing basic reporting    
requirements on student      
attendance, prompting a State 
Government compliance 
crackdown. 
 
An audit found more than one in 
five schools were not following  
Department instructions to     
publish analysis & improvement 
strategies alongside attendance 
data in their annual reports. 
 
Education Minister John Gardner 
sa i d  t he  f o rm er  La bor              
government had not ensured 
schools had proper attendance 
policies in place, and that the 
new government would make 
them comply. 
 
“The new Liberal Government 
takes attendance seriously,” he 
said. 
 
The audit found 400 of 508 
schools were compliant. 
 
Of the other 108, 46 failed to 
provide data analysis, 55 did not 
outline any strategies that they 
used to support high attendance, 
and 7 provided attendance data 
only with no other details in their 
annual reports. 
 
Read the story 
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Parents Of Truant Kids Face Fines Of Up To $5000 SA Attendance Fail 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

 Parents of truant kids face fines of up to $5000 

 SA attendance fail 

 Parents key to boosting academic results 

 NSW to review use of phones at school 

 Dodgy daycare crackdown 

 Parents may decide private funding 

 Lock up addicted teens 

Parents of children who   
chronically skip school face 
court appearances and fines of 
up to $5000.  
 
Education Minister John Gardner 
will introduce legislation that    
includes boosting the maximum 
penalty, to encourage parents to 
ensure regular attendance. 
 
Mr Gardner said the mere threat 
of a heavy sanction could be 
enough to get many parents of 
truant children to talk with service      
providers about how to ensure 
they go to school, and need not 
be applied. 
 
He said courts could also        
consider parents’ individual          
circumstances before any fine. 
 
Children who skipped school 
faced many challenges later in 
life, he said. 
 
“Students who are chronically 
absent from school have lower 
educational outcomes and are 
more likely to be vulnerable or at 
risk,” he said. 
 
“By ensuring our children are in 
school, we will see … better-
educated children. That’s why 
tackling truancy is such a high 
priority.” 

“While the overwhelming majority 
of South Australian parents do the 
right thing by their children,      
unfortunately not all parents place 
sufficient importance on getting 
their children to school and       
ensuring they get their best start.”  
 
The new laws would allow for   
formal family conferences to be 
held with principals and relevant 
officers, allowing students and 
their families to work with schools. 
 
In circumstances where a family 
was unwilling to engage with the 
conference approach, penalties 
could then apply. 
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An Australian-first review into childhood phone use 
is expected to recommend that school students be 
forced to keep their smartphones at home in a bid to 
curb cyber-bullying.  
 

The review, ordered by NSW Education Minister 
Rob Stokes, will explore the benefits of              
implementing restrictions on phone use in primary 
schools as well as social media bans based on 
age.  

 
Mr Stokes said he hoped the review 
would address concerns about cyber   
bullying and the amount of screen time 
children were exposed to. “While      
smartphones connect us to the world in 
ways never imagined just a decade ago, 
they raise issues that previous             
generations have not had to deal with,” he 
said.  

 
It comes as France prepares to ban the 
use of mobile phones in schools from 
September.  
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“...The new Liberal Government takes attendance seriously....’’  

 
 

Parents, police and GPs would 
be able to ask the courts to  
detain drug-addicted children 
and teenagers for up to a year 
under laws to be put to State 
Parliament on Thursday.  
 
Health and Wellbeing Minister 
Stephen Wade says mandatory 
rehabilitation is a substantial 
change from current practice but 
c o u l d  e n a b l e  l i f e s a v i n g               
intervention.  
 
The Youth Court would be 
charged with ordering people 
aged 18 years or younger to      
undergo medical assessment and 
rehabilitation and could order they 
be detained at a treatment facility. 
Treatment could continue after 
their 18th birthday if necessary.  
 
Read more 

 
 
A crackdown on dodgy family 
day care providers has saved 
taxpayers $1 billion after the 
licences of 151 providers were 
cancelled or suspended.  
 
The licences of three home-based 
childcare providers in SA were 
revoked preventing them from 
claiming millions of dollars worth 
of subsidies. 
 
Over the past 18-months, 11     
family day care centres in SA 
have been banned from accessing 
Government subsidies. 
 
Providers have been penalised for 
failing to properly document work 
or charging excessive fees.  
 
The crackdown comes ahead of 
the introduction of a new child 
care subsidy at the beginning of 
July.  
 
Full Story  
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Private schools will have their 
federal government funding 
determined by how wealthy  
students’ parents are under a 
proposed model that would 
check their income tax returns.  
 
The board has not handed its final 
recommendations to government 
yet but Fairfax Media reports 
school sectors were briefed on the 
proposed changes yesterday.  
 
Asked about the data matching 
model, the Minister would not   
confirm details beyond saying any 
possible changes would not tie 
parents’ incomes directly to their 
own child’s education funding. 
 
Instead, funding would likely be 
determined by the average of all 
parents’ incomes at the school. 
 

Read the story 
 

Dodgy Daycare Crackdown Lock up Addicted Teens Parents May Decide Private Funding 
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Among the world’s leading experts, Harvard          
professor Karen Mapp says Australian teachers and 
parents must work together as partners to boost the 
nation’s flagging academic results.  
 
More than 50 years of research in the US showed       
frequent teacher-family communications improved      
student behaviour, attendance rates, homework         
completion and academic performance.  
 
Dr Mapp is a strong advocate of shared responsibility for 
a child’s education - a key recommendation of the     
recent Gonski 2.0 report into educational disadvantage.  
 
She says the onus, in the first instance, is on teachers 
and principals to better engage with parents.  
 
“We need educators to understand that we’re not going 
to be able to develop students to their full potential    
without their families,” she said. 
 
“In many cases, families have been very intimidated by 
schools. 
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