
 

 

 
 
Premier Steven Marshall says 
his campaign pledge to allow 
for drug sniffer dogs to be 
sent into state schools will go 
ahead, even if a formal         
direction to police is required.  
 
In question time, Mr Marshall 
said: “We will be directing the 
Police Commissioner to develop 
a protocol for the ability for the 
police to go into our schools, 
where required, to make sure 
that drugs are not present in the 
schools.”  
 
Mr Marshall’s office later clarified 
that a formal direction would be 
used only if required. 
 
Education Minister John Gardner 
sa id  h e ’d  a l r ea d y  ha d              
constructive discussions with 
Police Commissioner Grant     
Stevens, with Police Minister 
Corey Wingard present. 
 
“We are currently working with 
police on developing the           
protocols,” Mr Gardner said. 
 
Read the story 
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The benefits of NAPLAN testing 
far outweigh the perceived 
negatives, with the results     
providing an important tool for 
improving teacher and school 
performance, an independent 
think tank says.  
 
Centre for Independent Studies 
education analyst 
Blaise Joseph has 
defended the    
l i t e r a c y  a n d      
numeracy tests,  
arguing attacks 
were unfounded 
and at odds with 
the views of      
parents as well as 
many educators.  
 
“NAPLAN can be 
used as a tool to 
identify issues 
wi th student and school           
performance, and facilitate       
interventions to improve results 
over time. 
 
“NAPLAN data is regularly used 
to identify best-practice case 
studies that have led to              
substantial student gains in      
literacy and numeracy, informing 
the practices of other schools.” 
 
 
 

Mr Joseph said claims the test 
harmed students or caused stress 
were not backed up by rigorous 
research. “This claim is based on 
small studies with serious        
methodological issues and        
conflicting findings,” he said.  
 
“Low-level student anxiety in 

preparation for 
any test is       
normal, and this 
is very different 
f rom menta l 
health issues or 
temporary levels 
of distress.”  
 
Mr Joseph was 
equally critical of 
claims the test 
had not boosted 
standards, which 
have been in 

decline for the past decade. 
 
He said it was unreasonable to 
blame a test for not improving 
standards, as the role of a test 
was to identify issues, not solve 
them. 
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No homework, barefoot classrooms with picnic     
tables for work desks, and about four contact hours 
a day – it’s the typical primary school experience for 
all Finnish children.  
 
Travel 9250km south-east and you’ll find kindergarten 
teachers handing out homework, classrooms of up to 38 
students and a Grade 6 exam that determines career 
paths for 12-year-olds. Welcome to school in Singapore. 
 
They are two very different education systems far apart 
in every way, but both are highly acclaimed                  
internationally for their academic success. 
 
In Singapore, teachers are required to perform 100 
hours of training each year, compared with 20 for          
teachers licensed in SA.  
 
In Finland all teachers must complete a masters degree.  
 

More 
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“...In Finland all teachers must complete a masters degree....’’  

 
 

Students and the elderly will 
attend classes together in an 
Australian-first initiative to       
co-locate a school and aged-
care complex in Morphett Vale.  
 
Onkaparinga Council approved a 
plan to open the Southern       
Montessori middle school campus 
next to the Kalyra Woodcroft Aged 
Care centre on Woodcroft Dr.  
 
Under the plan, elderly people and 
students would take classes      
together, including music, art,    
history and cooking, to keep older 
minds active.  
 
“Our research indicates that        
intergenerational life improves the 
wellbeing of older people, and is 
equally good for young people.” 
 
Read more 

 
 
Bill Shorten has refused to rule 
o u t  r e i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e              
controversial Safe Schools anti-
bullying and sex education    
program should he become 
prime minister.  
 
Federal Education Minister Simon 
Birmingham last year ended     
federal funding for the program, 
which has been criticised for 
teaching gender fluidity, and      
allocated permanent funding to 
the national schools chaplaincy 
program in last week’s budget.  
 
“The way I approach Safe Schools 
programs, and indeed other anti-
bullying programs is keeping our 
kids safe should be paramount,” 
Mr Shorten said.  
 
Full Story  
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Walk Safely To School Day is 
Friday May 18! 
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Aspiring teachers with sought-after skills will be fast
-tracked into classrooms in disadvantaged schools 
in as little as two years, under a program aimed at 
boosting teaching quality and lifting student          
outcomes.  
 
The High Achieving Teachers Program will provide an 
alternative route into teaching for professionals with  
specific qualifications and skills, attractive to schools. 
 
The government is inviting proposals from tertiary       
providers to assist up to 200 candidates to become 
qualified and be ready to teach by 2020 - effectively 
halving the training time of a traditional teaching degree. 
 
The program is likely to rankle the teachers’ union, which 
has complained that fast-tracking programs risks         
devaluing the profession. 
 
It comes, however, at a time of increased concern about 
the quality of teaching in Australian schools, amid the 
nation’s declining performance in literacy, maths and 
science on a range of global education surveys. 
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