
 

 

 
 
The $240 million school     
chaplains program will be    
extended for another four 
years - with an enhanced     
focus on “anti-bullying”.  
 
The National Schools Chaplaincy 
Program has repeatedly been 
reincarnated throughout its 12-
year history.  
 
When Kevin Rudd became prime 
minister, the initiative was        
redesigned to allow secular 
youths or social workers to be 
counted as chaplains. This 
amendment was ditched by Tony 
Abbott in 2014.  
 
In the meantime, the program 
survived two successful High 
Court challenges. The court 
ruled the program’s funding 
mechanism was invalid but the 
Abbott government switched 
from funding schools directly to 
distributing the money to state 
and territory governments for the 
same purpose.  
 
Under existing guidelines, 
schools are eligible for $20,000 
each year to fund a chaplain. 
Remote  schoo ls  rece ive 
$24,000.  
 
Read the story 
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Gonski 2.0 School Chaplains Survive 
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 Child protection fails to meet targets 

 

Schools have “failed a          
generation” of children and 
must be radically overhauled to 
arrest an alarming slide in     
student performance, a         
landmark report warns.   
 
The report found that children are 
being left behind by a “20th       
century industrial model of school 
education”.  
 
It urges a profound shift from the 
cur rent  year  leve l - based           
curriculum that moves students in 
“lock-step” to the next year of 
schooling to one focused on      
individual progress that is         
independent of age.  
 
South Australian children appear 
to have been worst affected by 
Australia’s flawed education      
s ys t e m  b e c a u s e  o ve r a l l            
improvement in NAPLAN results 
since 2008 was the lowest across 
the country with only a 0.17% 
increase in the average score.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Controversial recommendations - 
including a new online test tool for 
teachers to plot individual student 
progress in real time, and         
performance pay - are set to     
ignite a war with the teacher’s 
union.  
 
“The report lays out very clearly 
that business as usual has failed 
Australian students and more of 
the same is not acceptable,” he 
said. 
 
Since 2000, Australian students’ 
academic performance has      
declined when compared to other 
OECD nations.  
 
Under the proposed reforms, 
every child would be handed a 
“unique identifier” to track student 
performance which could be 
transferred from one school to the 
next if student moves. 
 
The teacher’s union was likely to 
oppose the new online testing 
too l ,  wh i le  the  Turnbu l l            
Government was expected push 
for its use to be a requirement 
under future funding agreements. 
 

More 

SA’s parent body; supporting governing councils and public education 

http://www.saasso.asn.au/eupdates/
http://www.saasso.asn.au/
mailto:info@saasso.asn.au?subject=e-update
http://www.saasso.asn.au/eupdates/


 

 

 
 

 

 
 
The chief executive of the ACARA has strongly    
defended the value of NAPLAN in an open letter to 
parents, running against calls from NSW Education 
Minister Rob Stokes to scrap the literacy and        
numeracy test.  
 
While Mr Randall said “NAPLAN doesn’t test everything 
that happens in classrooms and it isn’t intended to … it 
does look at the critically important skills of literacy and 
numeracy”.  
 
The ACARA chief also said students who felt anxious 
about undertaking the test should remember “no extra 
preparation is required … it’s not a big deal” and it is “a 
short assessment taken only four times during their 
schooling”.  
 
Mr Randall’s open letter, which is sent yearly to parents 
ahead of the annual reading, writing and numeracy tests, 
runs contrary to Mr Stokes’s comments on Friday, where 
he called for NAPLAN to be abolished.  
 

More 

Editorial: Gonski Gives A Chance To Fix Failing System NAPLAN Is An Important Tool 

“...Latest figures show 96 children were sleeping in emergency          

accommodation at the end of last month....’’  

 
 

Child protection authorities will 
fail to deliver on a pledge to 
slash the number of at-risk  
children living in costly       
emergency housing to 10 or 
fewer by next month.  
 
Latest figures show 96 children 
were sleeping in emergency     
accommodation at the end of last 
month. 
 
It costs taxpayers an average 
$468,600 a year to care for a child 
this way, meaning the Child       
Protection Department’s annual 
bill for emergency housing would 
total $45 million if the number of 
children is not reduced. 
 
Department boss Cathy Taylor 
said in 2016, that she wanted to 
bring SA down to “between zero 
and 10” children in emergency 
housing on any given night.  
 
Read more 

 
 
The pervasiveness and          
devastating consequences of 
cyberbullying has forced us to 
examine the law’s ability to deal 
with this very contemporary 
form of abuse.   
 
The Marshall Government has 
indicated it plans to re-introduce 
Libby’s Law, a bill to criminalise 
cyberbullying, while the Federal 
Government recently conducted a 
review into whether Australia 
needs new laws that target             
cyberbullying.  
 
The Federal report recommends a 
nationally consistent definition of 
cyberbullying. This issue can only 
be tackled at a national level, as 
digital communication is not     
constrained by State boundaries.  
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 

The Term 2 edition of School 
Post - in school soon! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cyberbullying Child Protection Fails To Meet Targets School Post 
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Today’s report by David Gonski into the state of the 
nation’s education system is equal parts depressing 
and alarming.   
 
Mr Gonski’s latest review examines what changes are 
needed to achieve academic excellence in Australian 
schools.  
 
Mr Gonski has made crystal clear, the current education 
system is failing students.  
 
The report highlights that more must be done to tailor 
education around the needs of individual students and 
raises the controversial idea of performance pay for 
teachers, among many other recommendations.  
 
Since 2000, Australia has fallen from a ranking of 4th in 
the world in reading to 16th. In maths, we have dropped 
from 7th to 25th. In science, from 4th to 14th. 
 
In South Australia, the results are even grimmer, with 
our improvement, as measured by NAPLAN results, 
since 2008, being the lowest in the country. 
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