
 

 

 
 
Principals are opposing the 
$70 million Labor plan to give 
laptops to high school          
students and fewer than half 
of parents and school staff 
back it, a survey has found.  
 
And a large majority of survey 
respondents want Year 7 shifted 
to high school and an              
i n d e p e n d e n t  e d u c a t i o n            
ombudsman.  
 
“Comments showed school  
leaders were concerned about 
the ongoing cost imposition to 
their schools,” the survey report 
from SAASSO said. “Principals, 
teachers and parents all          
expressed concern that there 
were many other ways $70       
million could be better spent in 
schools.” 
 
More than 60% of respondents 
backed Year 7 moving to high 
schools, in line with the rest of 
the country. 
 
Almost 70% overall favoured an 
education ombudsman which 
has support of parties across the 
political spectrum except for    
Labor. 
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This week’s stories from the media 
 

 State Government has no accurate data on students who fail 

 Lack of support for laptops 

 TAFE crisis - parents and staff want board sacked 

 John Gardner new education minister 

 Is number up for ATAR 

 Migrant pupils make the grade 

 

Parents say it’s unfathomable 
the State Government cannot 
do better than a “napkin        
calculation” of how many   
thousands of students fail to 
complete the SACE, given the 
“devastating” social and        
financial costs of not finishing 
school.  
 
The Advert iser previously         
estimated at least a third of public 
school students did not achieve 
the high school qualification. 
 
The Education Department did 
not dispute the figures and said it 
was exploring the extent of the 
problem. 
 
But more than a year later, and 
following repeated requests from 
The Advertiser, Education         
Minister Susan Close could not 
provide a clear picture across 
school sectors. 
 
“As a crude measure it can be 
estimated that around 75% of 
South Austral ian students      
graduate high school – there are 
20,000 births each year and over 
15,000 students graduate either 
the SACE or IB each year,” she 
said. 
 
 
 

David Knuckey, who heads peak 
parent group SAASSO, said it 
w a s  “ u n f a t h o m a b l e ”  t h e           
Government was relying on a 
“napkin calculation” and appeared 
not to know “what the real number 
is, who these children are, why 
the children are failing, or what 
happens to them”. 

“Based on the minister’s            
calculations, tens of thousands of 
SA children have failed to       
complete (the SACE) this decade 
alone. What sort of lives are they 
living and what future do they 
have?” 
 
The Education Department has 
said it was investigating reasons 
students do not attempt the 
SACE.... 
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Following the Liberal Party victory at last weekend’s 
state election, South Australia has a new education  
minister.  
 
John Gardner is SA’s new Minister for Education and 
Child Development, Higher Education and Skills.       
Oversight of TAFE will remain under the education      
portfolio.  
 
Mr. Gardner served as Shadow Minister from January 
2016. 
 
Premier Marshall plans a major reorganisation of        
government departments so each chief executive reports 
to only one minister.  
 
“There’s going to be a lot more accountability and direct 
lines of responsibility that will deliver better decision-
making for the people of SA.”  
 
Former shadow minister, Rachel Sanderson will take the 
Child Protection Reform portfolio. 
 

More 

TAFE Crisis - Parents And Staff Want Board Sacked John Gardner New Education Minister 

“...The results show that most believe that the TAFE board should also 

be held accountable....’’  

 
 

More migrant students making 
the grade than Australian-born 
kids.   
 
Migrant students, particularly 
those from India, China and The 
Phil ippines, are achieving       
baseline academic results in 
greater numbers than Australian-
born students.  
 
The report reflects last year’s 
NAPLAN results that revealed 
children from migrant families had 
outperformed native English 
speakers in parts of the national 
standardised test.  
 
Australia has been ranked 7th out 
of 64 nations for the “academic 
resilience” of its migrant students, 
according to the latest OECD   
migrant education review.  
 
Read more 

 
 
The proportion of students    
entering university on the basis 
of their ATAR score has         
continued to plummet, leading 
a respected think tank to ask 
whether the “number is up” for 
the Year 12 student ranking 
system.  
 
A report, titled Crunching the 
Number: Exploring the Use and 
the Usefulness of the Australian 
Tertiary Admissions Rank, says 
the ATAR does not show which 
subjects a student has done well 
or poorly in — “information that 
would be useful for admissions 
decisions”.  
 
The report also says the narrow 
focus on the ATAR score can 
“create significant stress and    
anxiety for final-year school      
students”.  
 
Full Story  
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This year is SAASSO’s 95th  
anniversary.   
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Parents and school staff are demanding a state      
parliamentary inquiry into the failings of TAFE SA 
and want its entire board sacked.  
 
A survey by the state’s peak public school parent group  
SAASSO, found 80% support for an immediate state-
based inquiry into the vocational training crisis.  
 
The survey, which had more than 900 responses         
including 78 school principals, found more than 90% of 
school staff wanted an SA inquiry, while around four in 
every five parents and principals favoured sacking the 
whole TAFE SA board.  
 
“It’s clear from the results that parents and educators 
simply do not approve of an inquiry into TAFE SA being 
held in another state. They want a transparent, local  
investigation into the crisis,” SAASSO director David 
Knuckey said.  
 
“The feedback reveals the community’s anger and         
frustration at how the crisis is being handled. Parents 
and educators want those responsible held to account.”  
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