
 

 

 
 
The family of a disabled girl 
injured at her Adelaide special 
school have cri t icised          
authorities’ poor handling of 
the incident after an official 
review found the truth will 
never be established.  
  
As  go ve rnm en t  l a w yers 
“consider” the case, the family of 
the injured, highly disabled     
student Erin Santucci, 18, today 
lay bare their distress over the 
“absolute nightmare” and anger 
at, what they claim, is              
department blundering.  
 
Her parents, school support 
worker mother Gayle, 45, and 
maintenance supervisor father 
Terry, 46, accuse officials of   
failing their daughter and 
“keeping us in the dark”.  
 
“It has just been one thing after 
the next - they haven’t been  
honest with us from the           
beginning.”  
 
“We no longer trust the           
department.” 
 
“We are disgusted with the way 
(the department) have dealt with 
this situation.”  
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This week’s stories from the media 
 

 SA election 2018 policies on education are lacking 

 Special school failure 

 Future looking bleak: state of Australian children 

 Remove abusers from home rather than the children 

 Single sex schools breed scientists 

 Children shaped by parents’ youth 

 

I don’t know about you, but as 
a parent I’m not hearing much 
in the pre-election politicking to 
get too excited about. For me, 
$530-odd million for a few extra 
kilometres of tram lines just 
doesn’t cut it.  
 
I just can’t help but feel too many 
basic issues are being swept  
under the carpet as smug-looking      
politicians spruik big-ticket, look-
at-me ideas  
i n s t e a d  o f          
offering solutions 
t o  e x i s t i n g      
problems.  
 
Just a few 
weeks  ago ,      
Jay Weatherill 
was telling us we 
n e e d e d  t o     
consider opening our schools up 
to three-year-olds, arguing the 
issue should be a national priority. 
 
Others counter argue there’s a 
reason “88 per cent of the world 
starts school at six or seven”. 
 
While for me the jury is out on the 
ideal age to start school, what I 
do know is there is plenty we 
need to get right in our           
classrooms before we even think 
about school for tots barely out of 
nappies.  

Take for example this state’s less 
than impressive NAPLAN results. 
In 2017, raw test scores revealed 
South Australia was the worst-
performing mainland state in 16 of 
20 test categories. What’s more, 
results in SA have gone         
backwards in three categories 
over the decade of NAPLAN       
testing.  
 
Yet very little, if anything, is being 

offered in the 
way of  a         
solution. 
 
And how about 
the fact we     
remain the only 
p l a c e  i n         
Australia where 
Year 7 remains 
i n  p r i m a r y 

school? Agree or disagree, this is 
the proper place for Year 7. 
Surely it is an issue that should 
be debated. 
 
But, at the end of the day, we’ve 
heard very little so far about    
education and how it’ll look in SA 
in four years time. Yet what better 
legacy for any government to 
leave than an education system 
we can all be proud of?  
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The most controversial element of any child          
protection system is the removal of children from 
their birth families.  
 
While it is one of the most intrusive decisions a           
government can make, it is sometimes clearly            
necessary. 
 
But what if, where practical, authorities considered      
removing the threatening element from a home instead 
of removing the at-risk child? 
 
It’s an approach recommended by welfare organisations 
and voters in a document put to politicians in the lead-up 
to next month’s South Australian election.  
 
The People’s Policy on Child Wellbeing suggested that 
“where a child’s main carer is not the cause of risk      
factors in the home ... the person responsible for using 
violence or other dysfunctions could be removed, rather 
than the child”.  
 

More 

Future Looking Bleak: State Of Australian Children Remove Abusers From Home Rather Than Children 

“...Due to their incompetencies we were unaware of Erin’s injury for 

more than 24 hours. Given that she is non-verbal this is extremely    

distressing....’’  

 
 

Parental influences over        
children reach back to their 
teenage years, research shows.   
 
Long before birth or even          
conception, the health and       
lifestyle of future mums and dads 
has a lasting effect on the next 
generation.  
 
Being overweight or obese, 
stressed or depressed, drinking 
very heavily, using cannabis or 
other illicit drugs, could affect the 
makeup of sperm or eggs.  
 
Certain messages or information 
could then be passed onto the 
offspring, reflected in different  
patterns of early growth and those 
p a t t e r n s  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o            
pregnancy, birth and beyond.  
 
Read more 

 
 
Students attending single-sex 
schools are more likely to study 
advanced science and maths 
than those at co-educational 
schools, according to a new 
study.  
 
Monash University research, to be 
released today, reveals that girls 
at single-sex schools were 85% 
more likely to take advanced 
maths than girls in co-ed schools; 
79% more likely to study          
chemistry and 47% more likely to 
study physics. 
 
A similar trend was observed for 
boys, with boys-only schools   
reporting higher enrolments in 
biology, chemistry & mathematical 
methods and mathematics. 
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 

The term one issue of School 
Post hits schools soon.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Election Edition 
 

Single Sex Schools Breed Scientists Children Shaped By Parents’ Youth School Post 
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Australian parents are the best in the world for 
spending time with their children.  
 
According to the Australian Research Alliance for       
Children and Youth (ARACY), Aussie parents get top 
marks for the amount of time they spend reading to,    
interacting with and caring for their children.  
 
The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and       
Development (OECD) found Australian children spend 
more than four hours per day with their parents, longer 
than all other countries measured including the US, UK, 
Finland and Sweden.  
 
But despite more parental interaction our kids are still 
getting dumber. 
 
ARACY’S major five-year snapshot into the state of   
Australian kids revealed exclusively by News Corp       
Australia shows academically they’re failing. 
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