
 

 

 
 
Craigburn primary school’s 
“wear a dress day” has been 
labelled as “absurd gender-
morphing” by Senator Cory 
Bernardi - but his comments 
have pushed the fundraiser to 
national prominence and far 
above its goal. 
 
Senator Bernardi hit out at the  
fundraiser that has encouraged 
staff and students to wear a 
dress to school on the last day of 
term. 
 
The original goal was $900, but 
by Wednesday it was more than 
$16,000, and by 3.40pm,     
Thursday it was $60,000. 
 
Parents of children at the school 
have taken to social media to 
back the fundraiser.  
 
“Craigburn Primary School is 
raising money to help girls in 
Africa have access to education,” 
Ms Close said. 
 
“The funds will go towards books 
and other resources.” 
 
“This is a student-led initiative 
and is completely unrelated to 
the current marriage equality 
debate.” 
 
Read 
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Bullying Must Be Punished Wear A Dress Day 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

 Bullying must be punished 

 Wear a dress day 

 National test needed in year two 

 Mental health groups join yes campaign 

 Schools deserve best leaders 

 Male teachers tipped to vanish 

 Australians pay more for education 

Majority of parents and school 
staff want tougher bullying 
laws, SA Association of State 
School Organisation (SAASSO) 
survey finds.  
 
More than 80% of parents and 
school staff want tougher laws to 
make it easier to prosecute       
bullies, including jail time of up to 
a decade.  
 
The question of penalties for   
serial bullies became a political 
issue in the wake of the tragic 
death of an Adelaide schoolgirl 
last month.  
 
The latest survey by the SAASSO 
found more than four in every five 
respondents, of more than 1200 
to ta l ,  wan ted  the  S ta te              
Government to toughen bullying 
laws.  
 
“Comments showed that parents 
and educators acknowledge that 
police prosecution is a drastic 
step, but one that is sadly         
necessary to combat a plague of 
unchecked bullying,” SAASSO 
director David Knuckey said.  
 
“With bullying now impacting on 
thousands of South Australian 
children every week, the damage 
is incalculable.” 
 

“Studies show that current         
bullying strategies are having    
limited effect.” 
 
“Clearly we need to look at other 
ways of protecting children, if we 
are going to avoid further        
tragedies.” 
 
Close to 93% of respondents 
were parents and more than half 
worked in schools. 
 
“School staff stated they simply 
do not have the resources to 
tackle extreme cases,” Mr 
Knuckey said.  
 

More 
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Leading mental health groups are joining the Yes 
campaign claiming that making same-sex marriage 
legal could prevent up to 3000 youth suicide          
attempts a year.  
 
The five groups - ReachOut, Headspace, Orygen, the 
Black Dog Institute and Sydney University’s Brain and 
Mind Centre - launched a campaign which aims to put 
facts and research at the forefront of the emotional     
debate, Fairfax Media reports. 
 
It comes as mental health services say the debate on 
gay marriage has led to a spike in demand for services. 
 
The groups’ campaign will point to research by American 
mental health experts which found high school suicide 
attempts dropped by 7% when same-sex marriage was 
made legal. 
 
Based on that figure and Australian government         
statistics on youth suicide attempts, the group claims 
introducing same-sex marriage could prevent about 
3000 attempts among 12 to 17-year-olds per year. 
 

More 

National Test Needed In Year Two Mental Health Groups Join Yes Campaign 

“...Studies show that current bullying strategies are having limited    

effect....’’  

 
 

Australians pay more for        
education than the OECD      
average – but is it worth it?  
 
Australia is unique in having    
significant levels of private       
funding, and delivery by private 
institutions.  
 
However, despite the significant 
spend, the education system is 
not maximising the talents of all 
children and young people. 
 
Our results in international tests 
like PISA are declining and many 
children are missing out at        
important education milestones. 
 
It is clear that spending more 
money on education doesn’t     
necessarily buy better results. We 
need to focus not just on how 
much we spend, but on who and 
for what outcome. 
 
Read more 

 
 
A checklist will be developed to 
e n s u r e  n ew  p r i nc i p a l s            
nationwide are the right fit and 
receiving enough support to 
provide the best possible       
leadership in schools.   
 
Malcolm Turnbull and Education 
Minister Simon Birmingham plan 
to develop a Pre-Principal        
Cer t i f i ca t ion  check  when           
education experts meet in        
Canberra to deliver a report card 
on the progress of reforms to       
improve teacher training.  
 
The Prime Minister and Senator 
Birmingham want to add a focus 
on school leadership to the        
government’s efforts on teacher 
education and training as the    
education debate shifts from     
funding to how money is spent in 
classrooms to lift student results.  
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 
The number of male teachers is 
in rapid decline and experts 
warn they will disappear from 
primary schools unless there is 
g o v e r n m e n t  a c t i o n  t o             
encourage them back into the           
profession. 
 
Research shows male teachers 
dropped from 28.5% of primary 
school teachers in 1977 to just 
18% today. 
 
They are also declining in         
secondary schools, with 54% of 
teaching staff male in 1977       
compared with about 40% today.  
 
“Obviously it is a misconception, 
but there is definitely that          
perception that if you are a man 
working with kids there must be 
something untoward going on 
there,”  
 

More 

Schools Deserve Best Leaders Australians Pay More For Education Male Teachers Tipped To Vanish 
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National test needed to identify Year 1 students     
falling behind in reading and maths, experts say.  
 
Many schools are failing to pinpoint children who are 
having trouble with reading and maths, according to   
experts who want a national testing scheme for Year 1 
students. 
 
The Federal Government is lobbying the states to agree 
to standardised tests for children in the second year of 
school. The tests would check maths skills and the     
ability of children to identify the phonetic sounds which 
form words. 
 
Panel chairwoman Dr Jennifer Buckingham said children 
who were having problems with reading and maths 
needed to be identified as early as possible so that they 
could be given extra help or the teaching practices 
changed.  
 
“We also know from lots of research - a few decades’ 
worth - that phonics is a great predictor of later reading 
ability,’’ she said.  
 
More 
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