
 

 

 
 
Tougher laws for bullies. 
 
In the wake of the tragic suicide 
of a young bullying victim, police, 
politicians and the victim's      
parents are calling on the     
Weatherill Government to enact 
tougher laws for bullies. 
 
Modelled on Victoria's Brodie's 
Law, people who cause physical 
or mental harm to another       
person through bullying would 
face up to 10 years in jail. 
 
S h o u l d  t h e  W e a t h e r i l l             
Government toughen laws to 
make it easier to prosecute     
bullies - what do you think??? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Take the survey 

Education Update 287  |  September 15 / 2017 

www.saasso.asn.au 

8223 2266 
info@saasso.asn.au 

Teach Kids Their Rights SAASSO Survey: Bullying Law 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

 Teach kids their rights 

 SAASSO survey: bullying law 

 105 incidents reported of attacks on students 

 Parents of victims want bullies behind bars 

 Anti-Bully laws by next year 

 Thousands face no jab pain 

 Principals bullied by bosses 

Two in three SA parents and 
school workers want students 
to be taught about forced     
marriage.  
 
A  f e d e r a l  p a r l i a m e n t a r y                 
committee in July called for     
federal and state governments to 
consider having schools tackle 
the issue. 
 
A survey by parent 
g r o u p  S A         
Association of 
S ta te  Sch oo l       
O r g a n i s a t i o n s 
(SAASSO) found 
65% of almost 
1000 respondents 
b a c k e d  t h e        
proposal. 
 
SAASSO director 
David Knuckey 
sa id  ch i ld ren 
should be taught 
about their rights. 
 
Both SA & federal              
governments say 
schools can teach 
a b o u t  f o r c e d     
marriage - but it’s not a           
compulsory topic.  
 
 
 
 

The committee found some new 
migrants were unaware forced 
marriage is illegal.  
 
It heard schools  were often 
where child brides as young as 12 
had been identified. 
 
But the SA Primary Principals 

Associations has 
been wary of      
further crowding the 
curriculum. 
 
The vast majority of 
survey respondents 
were parents and 
around 400 of them 
worked in schools.  
 
O f  t h e  1 1 5          
principals who took 
part, 68% backed 
t h e  p r o p o s a l ,      
versus 57% of 
teachers. 
 
Federal Education 
Minister Simon  
Birmingham said 
teaching about 
forced marriage 

was ‘entirely consistent’ with the 
curriculum’s focus on respectful 
relationships. 
 
 

More 

SA’s parent body; supporting governing councils and public education 
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The heartbroken parents of an Adelaide schoolgirl 
who took her own life have backed a push to create 
a bullying- specific law that would put serious      
offenders behind bars for up to 10 years.  
 
SA Police Commissioner Grant Stevens said the State 
Government should consider strengthening legislation to 
make it easier to prosecute bullies, in the wake of the 
tragic death of Libby Bell, 13. 
 
The Seaford Secondary College Year 8 student died on 
August 28 after enduring what her family alleges was 
years of cyber bullying over Facebook, Instagram and 
Snapchat. 
 
It comes as Libby’s mother Crystal Bell paid tribute to 
her “gorgeous girl” while vowing to hold her tormentors 
to account.  
 
The family supports call for the introduction of a law    
similar to Brodie’s Law. Under the law, people who 
cause physical or mental harm to a victim through       
bullying face up to a decade in jail. 
 

More 

105 Incidents Reported Of Attacks On Students Parents Of Victim Want Bullies Behind Bars 

“...Mr Hood also said the Education Department “needs to insist 

schools get serious about this problem and run extensive programs on 

bullying....’’  

 
 

The teacher’s union is making a 
stand against the alleged        
bullying of many principals by 
their bureaucrat bosses.  
 
School leaders who question    
incessant demands for reports 
and data are intimidated by their 
managers, the union claims. 
 
And they are being told to shut 
down any questioning by their 
staff of Education Department 
initiatives. 
 
“It is clear that leaders are being 
bullied by line managers. Many 
contact us with stories of being 
told to get their staff to toe the line 
- or else.”  
 
Department chief executive Rick 
Persse said: “We emphatically 
reject the AEU’s claim.”  
 
Read more 

 
 
Tough new anti-bullying laws 
that would jail serious           
offenders for up to a decade 
could be in place in South     
Australia by the start of the 
2018 school year.  
 
The Australian Conservatives plan 
to introduce legislation into       
Parliament this month in a bid to 
crack down on bullies, in the wake 
of the tragic death of 13-year-old 
Adelaide schoolgirl Libby Bell.  
 
Australian Conservatives SA state 
leader Dennis Hood said the new 
legislation would be modelled on 
Victoria’s ant i-bullying law         
Brodie’s Law, under which people 
who cause physical or mental 
harm to another person through 
bullying face up to 10 years in jail.  
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 
Parents of more than 11,000 
South Australia children have 
had welfare payments cut     
because they failed to get them 
fully immunised, new figures 
show.  
 
The Advertiser revealed 5.1% of 
SA parents receiving family tax 
benefit handouts did not ensure 
their children were fully vaccinated 
- higher than the national rate of 
4.9%.  
 
However, SA has seen the largest 
surge in families making sure their 
five-year old children were fully 
immunised - up from 91.25% to 
93.51% - under the “no jab, no 
pay” policy.  
 

More 
 

Anti-Bully Laws By Next Year Principals Bullied By Bosses Thousands Face No Jab Pain 

The Education Update is a summary of recent media reports. The opinions expressed in these reports do not necessarily reflect the views of SAASSO or its affiliates. 

 
 
Parents are coming onto public school grounds and 
grabbing, shaking and yelling at students they     
believe have bullied their children, principals say.  
 
According to the Education Department, the majority of 
cases involve parents - or step-parents and             
grandparents - attacking their own children.  
 
There were also 45 incidents of other “community     
members”, or trespassers, attacking students.  
 
Parent group the SA Association of State School        
Organisations (SAASSO) director David Knuckey said 
the figures were “an utter disgrace”. 
 
“Any attack on a child is appalling,” he said. 
 
“Nobody wants to see schools turned into fortresses, but 
protection and prevention must be the focus and we  
simply can’t have intruders wandering into schools      
assaulting children.” 
 
More 
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