
 

 

 
 
Should schools teach about 
forced marriage? 
 
Forced marriage investigations in 
Australia have increased 41% 
since 2013. 
 
Forced child marriage occurs 
when the person that is the     
victim of a forced marriage is 
less than 18 years of age. 
 
A Federal Parliamentary Inquiry 
believes education in schools is 
one of the best ways to protect 
young girls from this horrendous 
crime - particularly children new 
to Australia, who are not aware 
of our laws and their rights. 
 
What do you think??? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Take the survey 
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This week’s stories from the media 
 

 No fight fund for parents 

 SAASSO survey: forced marriage 

 Teacher burnout bonus disturbing 

 Reduce rents to bring down childcare fees 

 Education official barred 

 Sanitary item vending machine 

 Teachers want training on sex 

The Advertiser has revealed 
that four years on from the    
Debelle Royal Commission, 
school governing councils still 
have to apply though the      
department for funds to fight it.  
 
Bruce Debelle found the           
department wrongly advised    
pa ren ts  on  the         
governing council of a 
wes te r n  su bu rbs 
school against telling 
other parents about the 
rape of a student in 
2010. 
 
The governing council 
members could not 
afford legal advice and 
felt bullied into silence.  
 
The 2013 Debelle   
report recommended 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t       
establish a fund from 
wh i c h  g o v e r n i n g     
councils could draw money for 
independent advice when in    
dispute with the department.  
 
The Crown Solicitor was to decide 
if requests were warranted. 
 
U n d e r  q u e s t i o n i n g  f r o m             
Opposition education spokesman 
John Gardner, Education Minister 
Susan Close has told a            

parliamentary committee there is 
still no fund. 
 
David Knuckey, from the SA    
Association of State School          
Organisations (SAASSO) that 
represents governing councillors, 
found that “bitterly disappointing”. 
 

“As we feared, we 
have ended up with the 
ridiculous situation 
where if parents      
disagree with what 
DECD is telling them, 
they need DECD      
approval to question a 
DECD ruling. 
 
How can anyone claim 
this is independent or 
transparent?” he said.  
 
“ I t  s h o u l d  b e              
remembered that this 
recommendation came 
f r o m  a  r o y a l              

commission which concluded that 
parents cannot rely on what they 
are told by DECD. DECD remains 
a law unto itself.” 
 

More 

SA’s parent body; supporting governing councils and public education 
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The country’s largest non-profit childcare provider 
has called on all levels of governments to reduce the 
cost of rent for childcare facilities as a way to ease 
prices for parents.  
 
Goodstart Early Learning, said while wages are the  
highest cost burden for centres, rent comes in second 
and looking at innovative ways to reduce this could ease 
the weekly price gouging for families. 
 
In short, parents could get cheaper childcare if rents for 
centres were subsidised. 
 
“Governments, both state, local and federal need to do 
more to free up sites - particularly in inner city areas 
where childcare is so expensive because of rental 
costs,”  
 
Education Minister Simon Birmingham dismissed the 
idea. “Our focus is on how to support hardworking      
Australian families with the cost of child care, not to 
boost the healthy profits enjoyed by many child care 
businesses.”  
 

More 

Teacher Burnout Bonus Disturbing Reduce Rents To Bring Down Childcare Fees 

“...school governing councils still have to apply though the department 

for funds to fight it....’’  

 
 

Educators don’t know how to 
deal with sexually inappropriate 
kids: study.  
 
Curiosity about body parts, self-
exploration, looking at or touching 
other children’s bodies, and        
interest in toileting activities are all 
typical sexual behaviours of young 
children.  
 
However, when asked about this, 
some educators only identified the 
first two as such.  
 
More worryingly, 17% of those 
surveyed misidentified typical   
s e x u a l  b e h a v i o u r s  a s               
problematic.  
 
These are some of the findings of 
a new study from the University of 
South Australia, published in Sex 
Education.  
 
Read more 

 
 
A senior Education Department 
official accused of bullying the 
principal and staff of a school 
for youths in detention has 
been barred from its campuses 
until further notice.  
 
Last week the Sunday Mail      
revealed a dispute over staff     
levels and class sizes at the Youth 
Education Centre had escalated 
into an industrial stoush.  
 
The teacher’s union accused the 
official of “intimidatory” and 
“bullying” behaviour toward the 
p r i n c i p a l ,  “ n e g a t i ve  a n d               
inappropriate comments about 
other leaders”, and of trying to 
impose staffing changes the      
official did not have power to     
implement. The principal took 
leave.  
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 
Free sanitary item vending   
machines installed in SA high 
schools.  
 
Vending machines stocked with 
free pads and tampons have now 
arrived for the first time in South 
Australian high schools - offering 
girls free packets of sanitary items 
when they need it. 
 
Research found that girls are 
missing school because girls don’t 
have sanitary items. 
 
Two vending machines - at Ocean 
View College and Woodview High 
School - have been installed as 
part of a 6-month pilot program.  
 
A third vending machine will be 
installed at a regional school in 
South Australia.  
 

More 
 

Education Official Barred Teachers Want Training On Sex Sanitary Item Vending Machine 

The Education Update is a summary of recent media reports. The opinions expressed in these reports do not necessarily reflect the views of SAASSO or its affiliates. 

 
 
A recent report featuring South Australia's "burnout    
bonus" program to move on older, under-performing 
teachers is disturbing on many fronts.  
 
Firstly, it is clearly ageist and assumes that once        
teachers reach 55 years they will be prone to be dead 
wood, dispensable dinosaurs.  
 
Surely the only criterion that matters is whether a 
teacher is effective in the classroom?  
 
How absurd is it to waste $9 million to cull older        
teachers, many of whom will find jobs in private schools 
and other educational enterprises. 
 
How many private companies are able to waste millions 
of dollars making older members of staff redundant? 
 
If the South Australian Education Department has       
incontrovertible evidence that hundreds of teachers are 
burnt out and ineffective in the classroom, then           
embarrassing questions need to be asked as to why 
schools are so morale-sapping and stressful.  
 
More 
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