
 

 

 
 
More than a third of Australian 
families are paying twice as 
much for childcare as they are 
spending on food, while      
another third admit the cost of 
childcare has forced them to 
be late paying their bills.  
 
Close to 40% of families are  
paying more than or equal to 
their mortgage in out of pocket 
payments each week.  
 
Close to a third are paying     
double their grocery bills - after 
the government rebate - and one 
in five are paying triple their 
weekly grocery shop.  
 
Alarmingly, 34% of respondents 
in the survey conducted by The 
Parenthood said they have been 
late paying their bills, mortgage 
or rent because of childcare. 
 
A total of 21% said they are     
basically working to pay for    
childcare with 57% only           
marginally better off working. 
 
The cost of childcare has also 
increased much more rapidly 
than inflation or wage growth.  
 
Read the story 

Education Update 285  |  August 10 / 2017 

www.saasso.asn.au 

8223 2266 
info@saasso.asn.au 

Bell Tolls On Carol Policy Families Spend More On Childcare 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

 Bell tolls on carol policy 

 Families spend twice as much for childcare as they do for food 

 Editorial: Schools need less meddling more learning 

 NAPLAN shows alarming decline in reading and writing 

 Children must play team sport 

 Cancer protection in August 

 Help for parents 

Singing Christmas carols in 
public schools is right in tune 
with parents and staff - with 
98% supporting the festive    
tradition.  
 
Only 19 of 1179 respondents to a 
survey by parent group, the SA 
Association of State School      
O r g a n i s a t i o n s 
(SAASSO), said they 
would support a ban on     
carols.  
 
The review follows an 
Advertiser report in 
June, in which the      
Opposition and some               
conservative groups 
claimed new State  
Education Department 
guidelines on religious 
activities could be      
i n t e r p r e t e d  a s            
discouraging carols. 
 
It is up to principals to decide 
wh e t h e r  t o  h o ld  ca r o ls                 
performances. 
 
The Education Department on 
Tuesday could not say whether 
there would be any changes to 
the policy’s wording, as feedback 
from community consultation was 
still being considered. 
 
 

In the survey SAASSO asked: 
“Should Christmas carols be 
banned in SA schools?” 
 
Director David Knuckey said: 
“We’re asking the question       
because schools have been     
asking us the question since the 
story was in the paper. 

 
“In light of the results, 
SAASSO will be asking 
t h e  W e a t h e r i l l            
Government to remove 
the Christmas carol      
section from the new 
policy.” 
 
Mr Knuckey’s report on 
the results said common 
t h e m e s  a m o n g           
responses were that the 
policy was an example 
of “political correctness” 
and that Christmas was 
“a time of peace, joy and          

celebration for all -  not              
necessarily religious”.  
 
One respondent wrote: “They 
(carols) are a part of our way of 
life so they should stay.”  
 

More 

SA’s parent body; supporting governing councils and public education 
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Maybe it’s a sign that I’m turning into a grumpy old 
bugger, but when those NAPLAN results came out 
this week documenting the distressingly poor        
performance of South Australian schools, I found 
myself thinking wistfully about my primary school 
English teacher, Mrs Tucker.  
 
She would stand at the front of the class each day with 
her canvas-covered grammar book, hammering the     
basics of the English language into our small brains.  
 
I have no idea why this form of teaching has been    
abandoned. We can see its impact with these deplorable 
NAPLAN results, with SA coming bottom of all the 
mainland states in 16 of the 20 categories for literacy.  
 
There are many things in our schools that limit the 
chance to learn that have nothing to do with money. 
 
One of these is the length of the school year and the 
school day - We have gone from 3 terms in my day to 4 
terms, with an extra two weeks holidays a year, and   
several pupil free days, which didn’t exist in the 1970s. 

 
More 

Editorial: Schools Need Less Meddling More Learning NAPLAN Shows Alarming Decline In Reading And Writing 

“...The Education Department denied this would result in a carols ban, 

but clearly, it left this prospect open to school principals....’’  

 
 

South Australian mums and 
dads are increasingly turning to 
parental-control tools in a     
desperate bid to manage their 
children’s online activity and 
protect them from predators.  
 
Controls can block sexually      
explicit sites, set time limits, block 
purchases, block numbers and 
SMS, restrict chat features and 
allow for parental monitoring. 
 
Parents can even opt to block the 
smartphone’s camera, to reduce 
the risk of sexting. 
 
According to the eSafety           
Commissioner, 70% of parents 
are monitoring their child’s internet 
usage, including through the use 
of either free or paid-for parental-
control apps such as “OurPact”. 
 
Read more 

 
 
Team sports have been found 
to not only keep kids fit and 
healthy - but are crucial to their 
emotional growth.  
 
The University of South Australia 
study said that while regular       
exercise was useful, it was        
organised sport that had the     
biggest positive impact on their 
general wellbeing.  
 
Surprisingly, researchers said 
computer use did not have as big 
a negative relationship as TV and 
video games on health-related 
quality of life.  
 
Dr Tsiros said organised sport 
should be an additional focus for 
those planning children’s physical 
activities.  
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 
Schools are being urged to slip, 
slop, slap, seek and slide -     
despite the best part of a month 
of winter remaining.  
 
The Cancer Council says UV   
levels rise from August onwards, 
putting students and staff at risk of 
skin damage.  
 
The Education Department did not 
make hats mandatory but         
provided schools with the Cancer 
Council’s SunSmart guides, which 
say students and staff should 
wear hats “whenever they are   
outside”.  
 
The SA Primary Principals        
Association has previously said 
the department should have made 
hats mandatory all the way to 
Year 12.  
 

More 
 

Children Must Play Team Sport Help For Parents Cancer Protection In August 

The Education Update is a summary of recent media reports. The opinions expressed in these reports do not necessarily reflect the views of SAASSO or its affiliates. 

 
 
It’s hardly surprising a proposed Education           
Department Policy which leaves the door open to 
schools dropping Christmas carols has been       
overwhelmingly rejected.  
 
The Education Department denied this would result in a 
carols ban, but clearly, it left this prospect open to school 
principals. 
 
As respondents to SAASSO’s survey declared, this      
policy represents unnecessary political correctness. 
 
Again, it’s unsurprising another common survey          
response was that the Education Department should  
stop trying to tinker at social issues and, instead, do      
something to strengthen learning in public schools. 
 
This focus should start with turning around SA’s         
continuing poor results in NAPLAN literacy and           
numeracy tests. 
 
Expanding young minds is critical. But politically correct 
adventurism should be avoided when our state is lagging 
in vital national measurements. 
 

http://www.saasso.asn.au/eupdates/
http://www.saasso.asn.au/eupdates/
http://www.saasso.asn.au/eupdates/
http://www.saasso.asn.au/eupdates/

