
 

 

 
 
Safe Schools co-founder Roz 
Ward has claimed almost half 
of young Australians are      
attracted to members of the 
same sex.  
 
Ward's comments were made 
last month during an unofficial 
speaking tour about Safe 
Schools – despite no longer     
representing the program in an 
official capacity. 
 
During a Pride Week event at 
Victoria University, Ms Ward 
scoffed at claims that only 10% 
of young people were attracted 
to the same sex, The Australian 
reports. 
 
"It’s more like 40-50% of young 
people who are not exclusively 
attracted to the opposite sex. 
That’s how fluid sexuality is 
headed," Ward said. 
 
Over the years the Safe Schools 
program has been slammed by 
C h r i s t i a n  g r o u p s  a n d               
conservative MPs including the 
Australian Christian Lobby's 
Queensland director Wendy 
Francis who dismissed it as a 
platform for promoting "cross-
dressing". 
 
Read the article 
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Survey reveals most parents 
want a minimum age for       
students to transition gender 
identity in public schools. 
 
A majority of South Australian 
parents say there should be a 
minimum age for allowing         
students to change their gender 
identity in public schools.  
 
The state Education Department’s 
transgender policy, revealed by 
The Advertiser in January, does 
not have an age restriction. 
 
A survey by parent group the SA 
Association of State School     
Organisations (SAASSO) found 
more than 60% of parents and 
half of teachers supported a     
minimum. 
 
More than 90% of the 1300      
respondents were parents, and 
half worked in schools. 
 
Of those who favoured a          
restriction, about three-quarters 
said children should at least be in 
high school, with many favouring 
a minimum age of 16 or even 18. 
 
The policy was the first time the 
department explicitly detailed how 
schools should accommodate 
transgender students.  
 

In his report on the survey, 
SAASSO director David Knuckey 
sa id :  “Am ong the  m any            
com m ents  r ece i ve d ,  t he           
prevailing reasons for opposing 
aspects of the policy were that 
children are too young to make 
such decisions, the children won’t 
be safe from bullying and violence 
and that this is not the role of 
schools.” 
 
Two-thirds of survey respondents 
said parents should have to      
approve a child’s gender identity 
change at school, 62% said a 
doctor and 32% said the principal. 
40% said “other”.  
 

More 
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Youngsters spending hours on devices as experts 
call for new guidelines on screen time.  
 
A third of preschool children have their own tablet or 
smartphone, and a sixth of primary school pupils have 
their own social media account.  
 
The findings from the Australian Child Health Poll, run by 
the Royal Children’s Hospital, found half of children used 
screen-based devices at bedtime, despite evidence 
showing use can damage sleep quality.  
 
Teenagers who use screens in bed are also more likely 
to experience online bullying. 
 
The April-May survey of more than 1970 parents of 
nearly 4000 children found that children’s regular use of 
screen devices was well in excess of that recommended 
in national guidelines. 
 
And half of toddlers used devices without supervision. 
 

More 

Kids In Care Skipping NAPLAN How Much Screen Time Is Too Much 

“...Two-thirds of survey respondents said parents should have to      

approve a child’s gender identity change at school....’’  

 
 

Disengaged 24-year-olds cost 
taxpayers $69 billion over a  
lifetime.  
 
This is one of the major findings of 
a new report: Counting the costs 
of lost opportunity in Australian 
education.  
 
Over half of these people form 
part of the ‘early school leavers’ 
cohort, comprised of one-in-eight 
young Australians.  
 
These unemployed 24-year-olds 
aren’t just sapping social services 
dol lars ;  they’re a lso not              
contributing to our nation’s income 
tax pool.  
 
Crime and health problems 
abound in this population, who, if 
not reformed by age 25, will “be 
disengaged from the workforce for 
most of their lives”.  
 
Read more 

 
 
There has been constant       
evidence over 50 years of      
surveys that the majority of 
Australians display a low level 
of basic knowledge about their 
polit ical structures and        
processes. 
 
Only 40% can name the two 
houses of the federal parliament, 
and only 40% know how the    
Constitution can be changed. 
 
46% cannot describe how to vote 
for the Senate. Similarly, only 46% 
state that they have a “good deal” 
of interest in politics. 
 
S c h o o l s  h a v e  t o  t a k e                 
respons ib i l i t y for  pol i t ica l           
education. Hence my proposal. 
 
There should be a compulsory 
course in politics in all schools at, 
say, years 10 and 11. 
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 
Public schools are suffering 
from a “massive backlog” of 
maintenance works that has 
almost doubled to more than 
$200 million in the past four 
years, the Opposition claims.  
 
A report revealed under Freedom 
of Information shows figures for 
every school, covering items     
including air-conditioners, roofs, 
gutters, downpipes, carpet and 
paving. 
 
A total of 36 schools have tallies 
of more than $1 million each with 
Stuart High in Whyalla topping the 
list at $2.03 million, while 131 
schools are above $500,000. 
 
DECD denies accusations of   
under-investment in basic repairs 
and infrastructure. 
 

More 
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Children under state care of Education Minister 
Susan Close more likely to skip NAPLAN tests,     
report reveals.  
 
Almost half of the children under the care of the         
Education Minister are absent for NAPLAN tests, a     
report shows. 
 
By Year 9, 45% of the students fail to take the tests, 
compared with an absentee rate of about 10 per cent for 
other students, according to the report by the Guardian 
for Children and Young People. 
 
In the absence of any test results, authorities have no 
way to track the students’ academic performance. 
 
“This means we know little about almost half of all Year 
9 DECD-enrolled students in care in critical areas such 
as numeracy and reading. 
 
“Data shows these (absentee) rates as being much 
higher than for all DECD enrolled students in that        
classification.’’ 
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