
 

 

 
 
School uniforms are under 
scrutiny from experts, parents 
and students.  
 
W i t h  n e g a t i v e  g e n d e r          
stereotypes known to have     
disastrous impacts on female 
students, is it time to rethink 
making them dress like girls? 
 
While schools have long held 
that uniforms improve discipline, 
experts, parents and students 
are now calling school uniforms 
sexist - a discriminatory          
disadvantage. 
 
SAASSO is asking if it is time for 
g e n d e r  n e u t r a l  s c h o o l             
uniforms.... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Take the survey 
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This week’s stories from the media 
 

 Gonski 2.0 standoff 

 SAASSO survey school uniforms 

 Weatherill Government to fund revamped Safe Schools 

 Editorial: better education is not about more cash 

 Fidget spinners disrupt class 

 Kids outgrow food allergies 

 

A standoff over school funding 
is no closer to resolution after 
the states and territories       
declared they were “united” 
a g a i n s t  t h e  F e d e r a l              
Government’s so-called Gonski 
2.0 reforms.  
 
But their opposition will not stop 
the legislation going through    
Federal Parliament unless they 
can figure out a way to stop it. 
They were told on Thursday their 
best option was to write a        
submission.  
 
State Education Minister Susan 
C lose  sa id  the  Federa l            
Government’s offer – which      
includes more than $18 billion 
over a decade but falls short of 
w h a t  t h e  f o r m e r  L a b o r              
government promised – was 
“simply not good enough”.  
 
The Education Council meeting 
between state and federal        
ministers was “annoying and    
troubling”, she said, but federal 
Education Minister Simon         
Birmingham insisted the talks 
were “constructive”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Government was “absolutely 
determined” to get the legislation 
through, he said. After that, the 
states will have to sign up to the 
new deal or be left on the old one, 
without the promised increases. 
 
“If the legislation goes through, 
we will have a clear, nationally 
consistent framework.” 
 
He also warned the states would 
have to do their part. 
 
“There are lots of questions, it 
seems, from the states about how 
it is they would be measured in 
t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  f u n d i n g               
contribution,” he said. 
 

More 

SA’s parent body; supporting governing councils and public education 
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Nearly two-thirds of children 
with a food allergy will have 
outgrown it by age four.  
 
But the prevalence of food        
allergies among Australian        
children is still remarkably high 
compared to other countries.  
 
The HealthNuts study involving 
more than 5000 kids, recruited at 
age one, showed food allergy  
reduced from 11% at age one to 
3.8%, or 1-in-25, at age four.  
 
Outgrowing egg allergy was the 
main driver of this change,      
dropping from 9.5% to 1.2%. The 
prevalence of peanut allergy fell 
from 3.1% to 1.9%.  
 
Asthma prevalence was 10.8%, 
eczema was 16% and hayfever 
8.3%. 
 
Read the story 

 

Weatherill Government To Fund Revamped Safe Schools Editorial: Better Education Is Not About More Cash 

“...what Malcolm Turnbull and I are doing – and the reason David     

Gonski stood alongside us a little over two weeks ago – is we are truly 

delivering on the needs-based principles of the Gonski review....’’  

 
 
They are tiny handheld gadgets 
sweeping classrooms but fidget 
spinners have principals       
worried they are disrupting   
children’s learning.  
 
Youngsters globally are rushing to 
buy the latest craze — primarily 
developed for autistic children and 
people who have trouble focusing 
or fidgeting by acting as a stress-
relieving device. 
 
But principals are reporting the 
devices are doing the exact       
opposite of what they were       
originally designed for. 
 
“Principals feel they are not being 
used for the intended purpose of 
being a sensory tool to help kids 
with their anxiety and help them 
engage more in their learning.’’ 
 
Full Story  

Fidget Spinners Disrupt Class Kids Outgrow Food Allergies In Scho 
 

Your term 2 edition of School 
Post is in school soon! 

 

 
 

 

School Post 

 
 
The Safe Schools program will continue in South 
Australia, but in a “revised” form funded by the State 
Government that focuses on teacher training, rather 
than controversial lesson plans for students. 
 
The federally funded Safe Schools program was        
designed as an anti-bullying initiative but became        
politically divisive as details of the curriculum, which 
teaches students that gender and sexuality are fluid    
concepts, emerged. 
 
The Advertiser revealed that the program’s name could 
change in SA and it will shift focus to training teachers to 
better handle issues faced by same-sex attracted or 
transgender students, rather than putting students 
through specific lesson plans.  
 
Schools will be able to opt in to the new program and 
principals must seek the approval of parents.  
 
Parental consent will be needed for individual students 
to participate in presentations or activities.  
 
More 

 
 
No one in politics seems to be asking what benefits 
have there been from the billions of dollars paid to 
schools in the past. When two sets of data are     
compared, it seems that all of that money appears to 
have failed miserably.  
 
Over the decade from 2006, annual federal funding to 
schools increased from $17 billion to $31 billion. That 
should show positive results. But the reverse has       
happened.  
 
The outcomes of education, especially in reading,       
science and mathematics, have been on a downward 
spiral.  
 
What is needed is a new policy on education. This     
involves a better quality of student enrolments in        
university education degrees; examining the quality of 
the curriculum; emphasising the quality of the teachers 
and the teaching profession; and improving the quality of 
educational standards. 
 
Then watch the rapid rise of Australia in the education 
league tables of the world. 

More 
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