
 

 

 
 
A young boy’s autism          
assistance dog has been 
banned from his public school 
classroom because of the 
health risk animal hair poses 
to other children.  
 
Parent Jodie Davidson says  
labrador Cobolt has made the 
world of difference to her son 
Aiden. 
 
Cobolt helps Aiden stay calm 
and protects him in dangerous 
places. 
 
The Davidsons often take Cobolt 
on to school grounds for a few 
minutes in the morning to help 
Aiden settle in for the day.  
 
She said after the school denied 
the family’s requests, she      
decided to “push the boundaries” 
by taking Cobolt into class for the 
first time last Friday when Aiden 
refused to go to school           
otherwise.  
 
Later that day, the Davidsons 
received a letter from the school 
saying its anaphylaxis and     
allergy policy “clearly states that 
animal hair can be a trigger for 
this”, so parents should not bring 
animals into school buildings.  
 
Read the story 

Education Update 278  |  April 13 / 2017 

www.saasso.asn.au 

8223 2266 
info@saasso.asn.au 

No Hard Evidence Of Homophobic Bullying Autism Dog Banned From School 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

 No hard evidence of homophobic bullying 

 Autism dog banned from school 

 Obesity shaped by burgers for boys, single parents for girls 

 Autistic boy’s options limited 

 Historic year 7 intake 

 Parents better on speech 

 

Victorian education officials 
have conceded there is a lack 
of hard evidence on the rates of 
homophobic bullying in 
schools to justify the state  
government’s decision to     
mandate the contentious Safe 
School program.   
 
Responding to questions on    
n o t i c e  a f t e r  a  r e c e n t                 
p a r l i a m e n t a r y    
hearing, the state’s  
Department of 
Education and 
Training revealed 
that it could not 
provide a statistical 
b reakdown o f     
bullying cases by 
cause, such as 
race ,  gender ,               
a p p e a r a n c e ,      
disability, faith or 
sexual preference.  
 
The admission 
comes as the Andrews Labor 
government has committed to 
spending more than $2 million 
rolling out the Safe Schools       
program to all public secondary 
schools.  
 
 
 
 
 

The response also calls into 
question repeated claims made 
by Victorian Education Minister 
James Merlino that 75% of      
same-sex-attracted youth had 
been bullied.  
 
Longtime LGBTI health advocate 
Rob Mitchell said the program 
had been “irreparably tainted” 
through a lack of governance and 

transparency for 
years. 
 
“We’ve had the 
s a m e  g r o u p       
c o n d u c t  t h e       
research, design 
the program and 
then attract the 
funding to deliver 
the program,” he 
said.  
 
“The only thing (the 
government) can 
do now is get a 

credible independent group with-
out an agenda to devise a                  
comprehensive anti-bullying     
program.” 
 
A spokesman for Mr Merlino said 
the government had made the 
program mandatory because “it 
saves lives”.  
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Obesity Shaped By Burgers For Boys, Single Parents For Girls Autistic Boy’s Options Limited  

“...SA is the only state that has kept Year 7s in public primary 

schools....’’  

 
 

Researchers have found an 
88% correlation between        
parents’ concerns about 
speech issues - yet only a 72% 
correlation with teachers.   
 
This “raises concerns about 
whether parents should rely on 
their child’s teacher for advice 
before seeking professional     
advice from a speech-language 
pathologist”, the authors wrote.  
 
Dyspraxia and aphasia are 
speech sound and language     
disorders, which are the most 
c o m m o n  c h i l d  s p e e c h               
pathologies. 
 
Statistics from peak professional 
body Speech Pathology Australia 
show that 20% of four-year-olds 
have a speech pathology. 
 
Read more 

 
 
A college in Adelaide’s north-east 
is building new classrooms to  
accommodate its historic intake of 
Year 7 students next year.  
 
The Golden Grove school is the 
first Catholic secondary school in 
the state to accept Year 7         
students - SA is the only state that 
has kept Year 7s in public primary 
schools.  
 
“There will be at least three new 
classes of Year 7, probably more 
the following year.  
 
Most Catholic secondary schools 
are expected to follow suit and 
accept Year 7 students from 2019 
and 2020.  
 
Gleeson College will still have a 
Year 8 intake in 2018 but will only 
have a Year 7 intake from 2019.  
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 
SAASSO wishes you a safe and 

happy Easter! 
 

 
We’ll see you in term 2. 

 

Historic Year 7 Intake Parents Better On Speech Happy Easter 

The Education Update is a summary of recent media reports. The opinions expressed in these reports do not necessarily reflect the views of SAASSO or its affiliates. 

 
 
Excessive sausage rolls and hot chips                    
unsurprisingly contribute to boys’ obesity. But       
unexpectedly, not so much to girls’, a new study has 
found.  
 
Researchers also ascertained that, oddly, girls from    
single parent families are likelier to be larger than boys 
from the same domestic background.  
 
The divergences could be because most single-parent     
families are headed by mothers. Girls tend to be closer 
to their mothers than boys.  
 
Boys, on the other hand, are more likely to be              
independent, and thus organise their own meals,         
including buying unhealthy takeaways.  
 
There were, however, some similarities between obese 
youngsters of each sex: they both tended to lack         
participation in organised sport and have non-university-
educated parents.  
 
More 

 
 
For Karen Allsopp, the thought of sending her son 
back to the school where he was strapped into a 
pram and left in the corridor is difficult to             
contemplate - but in a regional area options are     
limited.  
 
Cruz is non-verbal, has sensory issues, epilepsy,      
learning difficulties and needs dedicated support in a 
school environment.  
 
Ms and Mr Allsopp had already been concerned about 
bruises Cruz was getting at school; teachers said they 
came from accidents or a run-in with a classmate.  
 
His parents decided to withdraw Cruz from the school 
while they lodged a complaint with the Department. 
 
After an investigation, the department acknowledged the 
teacher had acted out of order, had been directed to  
undergo further training and would not be allowed to 
teach their son. 
 
When the Allsopp's went to re-enrol Cruz, Ms Allsopp 
said they were told there were resourcing issues. 
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