
 

 

 
 
Dozens of schools are on a 
register of government      
buildings with the second-
worst of five categories of  
cancer-causing asbestos    
contamination. 
 
Parents of school students are 
not given information about the 
dangerous asbestos register, but 
the details of annual inspections 
have been revealed using the 
Freedom of Information Act.  
 
The register of state government 
buildings shows 55 schools have 
s o - c a l l e d  “ c a t e g o r y  2 ”            
contamination in 149 areas. 
 
But despite the register calling 
for the removal of asbestos, the 
Education Department denied 
there was a risk.  
 
Family First MLC Robert        
Brokenshire said he applied for 
the release of the register so 
parents and patients could be 
told of the risks at schools and 
hospitals. 
 
“There is no excuse for the    
Government to ignore this report 
because the health and safety at 
our schools and hospitals should 
be a priority,’’ he said. 
 
Read the story 
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The South East community that 
famously fought to save its 
hospital is now up in arms over 
the state of its local school. 
 
Air-conditioners not working for 
more than a year, long delays to a 
promised agriculture shed, and 
exclusion of community activities 
are among parent 
grievances against 
Keith Area School      
management and 
t h e  E d u c a t i o n      
Department. 
 
A petition from     
parents and the 
community has 
forced the school, 
which has close to 
350 students, to 
schedule a public 
m e e t i n g  n e x t      
Monday. 
 
Governing councillor 
Miles Hannemann, 
now part of a     
breakaway parent 
group, said many air
-conditioners went unfixed for 15 
months, despite the school having 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in its account. 
 
 
 

“Children were juggled to other 
rooms or sat in rooms that were 
sweltering hot,” he said. 
 
Mr Hannemann’s complaints last 
year eventually led to an         
Education Department review, 
followed by a visit from executive 
director Anne Millard in February. 

 
“(Ms Millard) told 
me I was out of 
touch with the 
community and I 
should … drop the 
subject. I had 
warned her that 
the natives were 
restless,” he said. 
 
The breakaway 
p a r en t  g r ou p   
ga thered 110   
signatures in just a 
few days. 
 
It submitted the 
petition to the  
governing council 
last month, raising 
more concerns 

over loss of “services and         
activities” including breakfast 
club, school dental clinic, Auskick 
and a toy library. 
 

More 
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Students Skip Lifesaving Vaccines Teacher Data Collection Policy Flagged 

“...55 schools have so-called “category 2” contamination....’’  

 
 

Why are schools so obsessed 
with all children looking the 
same?  
 
By providing a blanket approach 
to school uniform policies, schools 
risk repressing cultural identity 
and diversity.  
 
Schools argue that uniforms lead 
t o  i m p r o v e d  a c a d e m i c              
performance and attendance, and 
enhanced student discipline. 
 
A study in America, however, 
found that students who were not 
wearing school uniform performed 
better academically than those 
who did wear uniforms.  
 
For these students, the research 
showed that behaviour and       
attendance were not affected by 
whether students wore school 
uniform or not. 
 
Read more 

 
 
Kids spend half of classroom 
time listening to the teacher, yet 
little attention has been paid to 
perhaps one of the most        
important aspects of children’s 
education – can they hear the 
teacher in class?  
 
The problem lies in the rise of 
modern classroom design, and its 
almost total disregard for what 
constitutes an acceptable listening 
environment.  
 
Unlike countries such as the UK, 
Canada and Germany, Australia 
has no standards for the acoustic 
design of classrooms, yet noisy 
classrooms impact negatively on 
children’s listening abilities and 
attention span, and can lead to 
poor classroom behaviour.  
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 
What is the role of school     
psychologists and how can 
they best be used? 
 
Schools face an increasing range 
of students from many different 
cultural backgrounds, and with 
more demanding learning and 
behaviour needs, mental health 
issues and exposure to adverse 
childhood or trauma events.  
 
With few exceptions, however, 
schools operate with essentially 
the same organisational structures 
as they did at the turn of the last 
century.  
 
One of the resources available to 
schools are school psychologists. 
However, drawing on the skills 
and expertise of these in outdated 
ways is under-utilising the        
resource.  
 

More 
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About 20,000 students are attending South          
Australian high schools without proper vaccinations, 
documents released under Freedom of Information 
laws reveal.   
 
University of Adelaide Professor Dr Helen Marshall said 
the figures - the worst of which showed 19,242 students 
did not have a booster vaccine for tetanus, diphtheria, 
and pertussis — were too high and parents must act.  
 
A report into SA Health’s school immunisation program 
shows as many as one quarter of students in years 8 
and 9 are not turning up for their injections, either not 
organised enough to attend or allowed to opt out as    
objectors to vaccines.  
 
Nick Xenophon Team MLC John Darley said he used 
the FOI Act to expose the problem, and urged more   
parents to take part in the school program. 
 
“The community needs to be protected and clearly the 
evidence shows this is best achieved through              
vaccination,’’ he said. 
 
More 

 
 
It’s likely the federal government will implement a 
data tracking project for teachers, so the educators 
can use evidence to inform their career                   
development.   
 
Teacher Effectiveness Systems, Frameworks and  
Measures: A Review, prepared by the University of    
Melbourne for the federal Department of Education, is a 
compilation of what other countries are doing to track the 
career development of teachers. It details the pros, the 
cons, and what Australia can learn.  
 
Launching the review at the Highly Accomplished and 
Lead Teacher Summit in Sydney, federal education  
minister Simon Birmingham said as his policy agenda for 
improving initial teacher education was complete, his 
focus had shifted towards improving the current teacher 
workforce. 
 
“What is clear from the report is that Australia currently 
has no reliable, robust way of assessing teacher impact 
and effectiveness,” Birmingham told the audience. 
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