
 

 

 
 
2017 has already seen a    
number of claims and          
p r o p o s a l s  f o r  p u b l i c             
education. 
 
A new round of the             
controversial 'burnout bonus' 
is being offered to teachers. 
 
Other issues include: 
 

 Students to call teachers by 
their first name. 

 A nation-wide ban on      
unvaccinated children     
attending preschool. 

 Including emojis in high 
school NAPLAN tests. 

 Does your school have a 
plan to deal with bullying? 

 
This is your chance to be 
heard. 
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Fines Skip Over Truancy Issues SAASSO Survey - Education 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

 Fines skip over truancy issues 

 SAASSO survey - education 

 Bilingual schools cost $35m as others miss out 

 Childcare too expensive for parents 

 Primary school introduces zone 

 I don’t want to be teased 

 Children prefer paper to screens 

Parents and school staff have 
condemned plans to raise fines 
for truancy, saying bigger    
penalties won’t fix a complex 
problem, citing bullying as one 
of the major reasons students 
miss school.   
 
More than 90% of respondents to 
a survey, by key parent            
organisation SAASSO, opposed 
increases to fines, which they say 
would hurt struggling families.  
 
An overwhelming major ity       
believed more school-based   
support would be more effective 
than fines. 
 
All of the 91 principals who took 
part said raising fines 
won’t work. 
 
T h e  s u r ve y a l s o         
delivered a definitive   
r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e          
Government’s plans for 
$315 on-the-spot truancy 
fines, with 84% of more 
than 1000 participants 
opposing the idea. 
 
Aside from student     
illness, respondents 
identified dissatisfaction 
with school,  poor                
r e l a t i o n s h ip s  w i t h      
teachers, bullying, and 

level of disadvantage as the top 
causes of student absenteeism. 
 
The SA Association of State 
School Organisations (SAASSO), 
which conducted the survey, said 
it was “disturbing” both parents 
and teachers placed bullying high 
on their lists of causes.  
 
“There was across the board  
condemnation of the use of fines 
to deal with truancy, with         
comments labelling it harmful, out 
of date and ill-considered,”      
director David Knuckey said. 
 
“Parents and educators believe 
truancy to be a complicated     
problem, with multiple contributing 

factors, which won’t be 
solved by fines.” 
 
Court action and fines were 
only considered in “extreme” 
cases, Dr Close said.  
 
Oppos i t i on  educa t ion 
spokesman John Gardner 
said on-the-spot fines for 
truancy were a “kneejerk 
response” that “trivialises the 
problem”. 
 

More 
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Bilingual Schools Cost $35m As Others Miss Out Childcare Too Expensive For Parents 

“...There was across the board condemnation of the use of fines to deal 

with truancy....’’  

 
 

In a study of children in Year 4 
and 6, those who had regular 
access to devices did not tend 
to use their devices for reading 
- and this was the case even 
when they were daily book 
readers. 
 
Research also found that the 
more devices a child had access 
to, the less they read in general. 
 
It suggests that providing children 
with eReading devices can        
actually inhibit their reading, and 
that paper books are often still 
preferred by young people.  
 
Reading on devices through an 
application leaves more room to 
be distracted, allowing the user to 
switch between applications.  
 
Read more 

 
 
After more than 50 years, a 
school in Adelaide’s north east 
adds enrolment rule as it nears 
capacity. 
 
Stradbroke Primary will introduce 
a zone for the first time as it joins 
the list of north-eastern schools 
struggling to cope with increasing 
enrolments. 
 
Principal Anne Lamont last week 
confirmed the school’s governing 
council was working with the    
Education Department to restrict 
enrolments because it was close 
to hitting capacity. 
 
The governing council was yet to 
determine the suburbs that would 
be included in the zone, but Ms 
Lamont said one needed to be 
introduced quickly to ensure the 
school could give students the 
best opportunities.  
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 
‘I don’t want to be teased’ – why 
bullied children are reluctant to 
seek help from teachers.  
 
Some new research, based on an 
online survey of 1,688 students in 
Years 5 to 10, provides data on 
how many bullied students        
actually do seek help – and from 
whom.  
 
Of the 631 students who reported 
that they had been bullied at 
school, over half (53%) said they 
sought help from other students in 
the first instance. Slightly fewer 
(51%) went to their parents. But 
what is revealing is that only 38% 
said they would go to teachers or 
counsellors for help. 
 
Students appear far more         
reluctant to seek help from       
teachers than from other people. 
 

More 

Primary School Introduces Zone Children Prefer Paper To Screens I Don’t Want To Be Teased 

The Education Update is a summary of recent media reports. The opinions expressed in these reports do not necessarily reflect the views of SAASSO or its affiliates. 

 
 
Millions of dollars are being spent turning children at 
three schools into fluent French or Chinese        
speakers, while the Opposition claims other schools 
can’t secure funds for “desperately” needed        
maintenance and upgrades. 
 
The Chinese program will cost $798,000 to deliver this 
year, as well as $700,000 for an associated “indoor and 
outdoor learning area”. The French program will cost 
$679,000. 
 
Opposition education spokesman John Gardner 
said bilingual programs were “an excellent           
educational opportunity” for students involved, but 
“we need to make sure we have the capacity to  
invest in language programs that benefit students 
across all of our schools”. 
 
Mr Gardner also said there were schools that 
“desperately” needed upgrades such as new     
classrooms and toilets. “It is concerning that a 
school like East Marden is missing out, and the 
Government needs to look at its priorities.”  
 
More 

 
 
Parents are being crippled by childcare costs with a 
new study showing many would take on more work 
if costs were lower.   
 
The results of a national Goodstart survey of more than 
1500 families which has found 60% of households find 
childcare unaffordable.  
 
And 82% of parents surveyed said they would work 
more if childcare costs were lower. 
 
 A total of 60% of working households and 78% of 
 non-working households said they would look to 
 work more hours if child care became more      
 affordable. 
 
 Many of those surveyed said they were expecting 
 to spend more on childcare this year than they 
 have done in the past, with the majority of child
 care users paying between $90 and $119 per 
 child per day for care.  
 

More 
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