
 

 

 
 
Almost 10% of would-be 
school teachers have failed 
numeracy and literacy tests. 
  
Education minister Simon      
Birmingham said while the     
results of the federal government 
test had improved since 2015, it 
showed the examination was 
necessary to stop under-skilled 
graduates from teaching future 
generations. 
 
“It’s clear that when nearly one in 
20 initial teacher education    
students are not meeting the 
expected minimum level of      
literacy and numeracy skills, that 
the test provides a level of      
quality-assurance for schools, 
principals and families,” he said. 
 
The 2016 results showed an  
average 92.6% pass rate for  
literacy and 91% pass rate for 
numeracy; a slight improvement 
on 2015 results. 
 
Birmingham said the pass rates 
rose to 95% for literacy and 94%
for numeracy when considering 
students who sat the test         
multiple times. 
 
Read more 
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A 5th Of Year 4 Students Bullied Each Week 10% Of Student Teachers Fail 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

 A 5th of year 4 students bullied each week 

 10% of student teachers fail 

 Calling teachers by their first names 

 Childcare shortages caused by cheap land 

 Emjois part of NAPLAN 

 Vaccination ban 

 Vaccination Autism myth lingers 

A fifth of Australian Year 4   
students report being bullied at 
least once a week, and this 
contributes substantially to 
A u s t r a l i a ’ s  d e c l i n i n g              
performance in international 
tests.  
 
The Australia-specific results for 
the OECD Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science Study 
(TIMSS) showed that students 
who were bul l ied weekly          
performed worse in Year 4 
mathematics and science than 
those who were bullied only 
monthly or who had never been 
bullied.  
 
These statistics were gathered 
from a sample of 16,000           
Australian students from 572 
schools.  
 
Research shows that students 
who are bullied have lower     

academic outcomes, attend 
school less frequently, and are 
less likely to complete school.  
 
ACER’s Dr Sue Thomson said 
bullying was a problem for 35% of 
students in poorer schools but 
only reportedly impacted 5% of 
those in wealthier schools.  
 
“I think bullying’s always a difficult 
area to look at,” Thomson       
explained.  
 
“It has to be unpacked very    
carefully because it’s a matter of 
whether the school doesn’t have 
the resources to deal with it, 
whether there are issues at home 
and the way that they deal with 
that is by exhibiting antisocial  
b e h a v i o u r s ,  w h i c h  a r e              
predominantly more among lower 
socioeconomic students.”  
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Childcare centres are being built where land is 
cheapest and not where demand is highest,          
distorting the market and causing a glut of           
availability in some suburbs and extreme shortages 
in others.  
 
The Australian Childcare Alliance has called on Simon 
Birmingham to consider imposing new federal           
regulations to examine demographics and dictate where 
childcare centres should be built.  
 
According to industry research firm Cordell 50, centres 
were being built or planned across Adelaide, with 15 in 
the western suburbs alone. In comparison, only three 
are being constructed in the eastern suburbs, where  
demand is greater.  
 
Alliance state vice president and Stepping Stone owner 
George Skrembos said the locations had “nothing to do 
with where the demand is”.  

More 

Calling Teachers By Their First Names Childcare Shortage Caused By Cheap Land 

“...States and territories were responsible for approving childcare    

services....’’  

 
 

With disease-free sandpits now 
on the national agenda, all     
parents might have to support 
child vaccination. But this 
doesn’t mean many aren’t     
worried about it.  
 
Conducted by researchers from 
Melbourne’s Royal Children’s 
Hospital, the poll of 2000         
Australian households found that 
nearly a third of parents held     
vaccination safety concerns.  
 
Chief among these were that 
there’s a causative link between 
vaccination and autism (10% of 
respondents), that vaccines     
include toxins like aluminium and 
mercury (10%), and that           
vaccinations can overload a 
child’s immune system.  
 
Read more 

 
 
Emojis could become a feature 
of Australia’s literacy test for 
high school students after the 
man in charge declared them a 
“legitimate comprehension   
exercise”. 
 
ACARA has come under fire for 
including emojis - smiley faces 
and picture symbols commonly 
used in text messages and emails 
- in the Year 9 NAPLAN practice 
test. 
 
But chief Robert Randall defiantly 
told a Senate hearing he “would 
not rule out doing it again”. 
 
The inclusion of emojis in the 
practice test, released earlier this 
year, was criticised by some     
academics as superf ic ia l ,         
unsophisticated and odd.  
 
Full Story  

In Scho 
 
Unvaccinated children will      
be banned from all childcare 
centres and preschools in   
Australia under a hard line   
proposal spearheaded by the 
federal government.  
 
The immunisation rates of all   
preschools and daycare centres 
will be made publicly available to 
parents, and a loophole allowing 
formal objections will also be 
closed as part of the Turnbull   
government’s plan to boost        
vaccination rates.  
 
Mr Turnbull said parents deserved 
to know whether their children 
were safe.  
 
“If you don’t vaccinate your child 
you are not just putting their own 
life at risk, but you are putting  
everyone else’s children at risk.”  
 

More 

Emjois Part Of NAPLAN Vaccination Autism Myth Lingers Vaccination Ban 
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Teachers are ditching tradition and increasingly  
asking students to address them by their first name, 
prompting concerns it undermines the profession. 
 
Principals are supportive of the move because they say 
it makes them more accessible and can bridge the gap 
between teachers and students. 
 
But a prominent social analyst has warned that the  
practice could lead to a lack of respect and result in    
anarchy. 
 
The state’s education sectors - public, private and 
Catholic - do not have any formal polices and decisions 
about using a teacher’s first name is left to individual 
schools. 
 
Social analyst David Chalke said not using an honorific 
undermined respect for a the skills and status of a      
professional.  
 
“For many teachers it’s an excuse not to assert their  
authority. “They want to be friends.’’  
 
More 
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