
 

 

 
 
The Advertiser Editorial:      
Premier’s task to deliver on 
child safety.  
 
“We’ll believe it when we see it” - 
that’s the message South      
Australian parents have sent 
their Government on its promises 
to fix the state’s troubled child 
protection system.  
 
A survey of 1200 parents & 
school staff has revealed an 
overwhelming majority have no 
confidence that the State       
Government can make the      
necessary improvements to a 
system leaving children at risk.  
 
The Government is commended 
for subjecting itself to a Royal 
Commission - but we’ve been 
here before.  
 
Public trust in politicians is low 
and the Weatherill Government 
is already on notice after 350 
voters, in the form of a Citizens’ 
Jury, warned it could not be 
trusted to build a nuclear waste 
dump in SA.  
 
It is little wonder the public is 
questioning its ability to make a 
difference now in such a         
sensitive area as child safety.  
 
Read the editorial 
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An overwhelming majority of 
parents and school staff say 
they have no confidence that 
the State Government can fix 
the child protection system, a 
survey has found.   
 
More than 1200 peop le           
responded to the online questions 
by a peak parent body in the 
wake of the Government’s       
response to the Nyland report into 
the state’s troubled child           
protection system.  
 
The results of the survey, run by 
the SA Association of State 
School Organisations (SAASSO) 
show there is little faith left in the 
community that the result will be 
different this time.  
 
Of the 1238 respondents, 80% 
said they did not trust the        
Government to fix the system. 
 
90% of respondents were parents 
and 41% worked in a school. 
 
SAASSO executive director David 
Knuckey said the “emphatic”   
results showed “parents feel 
they’ve heard it all before”.  
 
“Given the string of child abuse 
scandals (in recent years), we 
anticipated scepticism but we 
couldn’t have predicted the     

overwhelming lack of faith in the 
Weatherill Government to fix the 
child protection system,” Mr 
Knuckey said.  
 
“The results also show that the 
SA community has run out of  
patience, with 97% stating they 
are not prepared to wait beyond 
the next election for genuine 
signs of improvement.”  
 
The survey found that 78% of 
people did not think Susan Close 
should continue as Child         
Development Minister. 
 
The Opposition has long called 
for the appointment of a new, 
dedicated Child Protection        
Minister. 
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A tenfold increase in fines for truancy headlines a 
raft of reforms in a long-awaited draft bill the     
Weatherill Government has dubbed “the single most 
significant legislative change to education and early 
childhood services in South Australia for more than 
40 years”.  
 
But a long-touted shift that would give principals greater 
autonomy to fire underperforming teachers remains a 
distant aspiration.  
 
Education Minister Susan Close said the Government “is 
seeking feedback on whether principals should have the 
power to both hire and fire staff”, saying the new         
legislation “makes it easier for principals to keep good 
staff and modernises arrangements to deal with         
unsatisfactory teacher performance”.  
 
But the draft bill retains the authority for hiring and firing 
full-time staff with the bureaucracy, with no mention of 
devolving powers to principals.  
 

More 

No Jab, No Play Tenfold Increase In Truancy Fines 

“...We’ll believe it when we see it....’’  

 
 

Children who spend three 
hours a day outdoors can     
reduce their risk of developing 
s h o r t - s i g h t e d n e s s ,  n e w          
research shows.   
 
The study found myopia is       
appearing earlier in children who 
are just starting school, prompting 
warnings from optometrists for 
parents to have their children’s 
eyes tested regularly.  
 
Myopia is a condition when the 
eye focuses well at a short        
distance but vision becomes 
blurry for longer distances.  
 
“We suggest children spend 
around three hours per day      
outdoors to reduce the risk of 
myopia.”  
 
 
Read more 

 
 
Public schools are using a 
“stoplight system” to track   
student progress in a bid to 
raise SACE completion rates, 
as figures indicate more than 
one in three students are failing 
to gain their high school         
certificate.  
 
The 7500 public school students 
who achieved their SACE last 
year equates to 62 per cent of the 
more than 12,000 who were in 
Year 10 two years earlier.  
 
While there are complicating    
factors such as students moving 
between the public and private 
s e c t o r s ,  t h e  E d u c a t i o n             
Department has not disputed the 
figures and says it is trying to    
accurately assess the scale of the 
problem.  
 
Full Story  

In Schools Soon! 
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Childcare centres would have the right to turn away 
unvaccinated kids under new laws being drafted by 
the State Government.  
 
And Health Minister Jack Snelling is still considering 
whether to go as far as imposing a blanket ban on      
unvaccinated children attending childcare.  
 
Mr Snelling said he had been considering such a move 
for some time because the state’s full immunisation rate 
remained below 95 per cent - the level required to      
protect the community - but the measles outbreak in 
Gawler last month prompted him to act.  
 
Latest figures, from September this year, show that 
93.2% of South Australian children aged five years and 
under were fully immunised.  
 
“I think South Australian parents have a right to make 
sure their children are being cared for in a safe           
environment”.  
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