
 

 

 
 
What Powers should a        
Children’s Commissioner 
have? 
 
This week, in the wake of the 
Nyland Royal Commission, the 
Weatherill Government has 
again announced that we will get 
a Children's Commissioner. 
 
However ,  the W eather i l l         
Government is again refusing to 
give a Commissioner the power 
to investigate and intervene in 
individual complaints. 
 
This is contrary to the pleas of 
SAASSO, the Law Society, the 
Australian Medical Association 
and the Liberals. 
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This week’s stories from the media 
 

 SA to get Children’s Commissioner 

 SAASSO Children’s Commissioner Survey 

 Nyland Royal Commission - Australian Medical Association 

 Criminal History Checks - survey results 

 Call for gender-neutral toilets 

 Kids 5 in sex-change stories trial 

 Teacher quality is priority 

Premier Weatherill announced 
a Children’s Commissioner 
would be able to campaign for 
children’s rights as well as   
invest igate  system-wide     
complaints.  
 
Both the Government and       
Opposition had put Bills before 
State Parliament to create the 
position of a commissioner       
following the Debelle inquiry into 
the botched handling of the rape 
of a child at a western suburbs 
school. 
 

Disagreements over the functions 
stalled both Bills. 
 
The Government’s Bill states “the 
Commissioner may, in the course 
of conducting an inquiry into    
matters of a systemic nature,   
consider a matter affecting a   
particular child or young person 
and may conduct an inquiry ... as 
a consequence of becoming 
aware of a matter affecting a    
particular child or young person”. 
 
But Opposition Leader Steven 
Marshall said the Government’s 
proposal did not properly         
i m p l e m e n t  M s  N y l a n d ’ s            
recommendation. 
 
“We need a commissioner        
independent of the government 
who can investigate individual 
cases at the discretion of the 
commissioner,” he said.  
 
The State Ombudsman will be 
asked to investigate how often 
child protection workers’ reports 
are “bleached” of contentious   
details that could embarrass the 
State Government.  
 

More 
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In January 2016, The Weatherill Government relaxed 
the rules around police checks for people              
volunteering in schools. 
 
A recent FOI document revealed dozens of people had 
failed police checks in the last two years - people who 
would today volunteer in schools with no check into their 
background. 

 
SAASSO surveyed parents and school staff - 
collecting more than 1,000 unique responses. 
 

 94.44% of respondents want all volunteers - 
including parents - checked. 

 96% of respondents want the Weatherill           
Government to increase funding so that all 
volunteers can be checked in a timely   
manner. 

 

 9 out of 10 principals want all parents 
checked. 

 95% of parents want all parents checked. 
 

Read the report 

Nyland Royal Commission - Australian Medical Association Criminal History Checks - Survey Results 

“...Yes, please check us....’’  

 
 

Business Council of Australia 
chief executive Jennifer     
Westacott has called for a      
cultural change in education 
towards improving teacher 
quality as a priority, warning 
that the nation has spent “far 
too long talking about class 
sizes’’. 
 
“We’ve spent far too long talking 
about class sizes, when an        
initiative on teacher quality should 
be at the top of COAG’s agenda.’’  
 
“In a system of mass education, 
with diverse learning styles and 
diverse learners, the quality of the 
teacher will make all the             
difference’’.  
 

Read more 

 
 
Flinders University researchers 
are calling for all state schools 
to introduce gender-neutral  
toilets.  
 
T h e y  r e c o m m e n d  S o u t h           
Australia’s Education Department, 
which approved and organised 
their study, redesign toilets on all 
education sites as they are       
upgraded or newly built to better 
support gender diversity.  
 
Gender-neutral toilets are not 
common in Australian schools, but 
a re  be ing  in t roduced in            
universities.  
 
Premier Jay Weatherill yesterday 
voiced support for a primary 
school expansion of the Safe 
Schools program, while deflecting 
questions on whether five was too 
young for children to understand 
gender transitioning.  
 
Full Story  

 
 
Children as young as five have 
been used for storytime         
sessions featuring books with 
t ransgender  ch ara cters ,        
introducing concepts ranging 
from cross-dressing to gender 
reassignment surgery, as part 
of a university study being used 
to advocate for the expansion 
of the Safe Schools program 
into primary schools.  
 
A Flinders University research 
team has recommended the 
gender-diversity program, the   
curriculum of which is designed 
for Years 7 and 8, be rolled out to 
South Australian primary schools,  
 
This is despite a report             
acknowledging many of the      
students who participated in the 
study had struggled to understand 
some of the narratives.  
 

More 

Call For Gender-Neutral Toilets Teacher Quality Is Priority Kids 5 In Sex Change Stories Trial 

The Education Update is a summary of recent media reports. The opinions expressed in these reports do not necessarily reflect the views of SAASSO or its affiliates. 

 
 
Dr. Janice Fletcher from the Australian Medical    
Association, wrote in The Advertiser, calling for an 
independent Children’s Commission. 
 
The endorsement of establishing a Commissioner for 
Children and Young People - as recommended 13 years 
ago in the earlier Layton review - has long been          
advocated by the AMA (SA), and other health leaders.  
 
The good news is that the concept of a      
Commissioner already has bipartisan support - 
if the Government and Opposition can just 
agree on a model.  
 
The Commissioner for Children must be      
independent of government, and should have 
investigative powers. 
 
There is much wisdom in the Nyland           
recommendations, but we have seen wisdom 
in reports before, and we have also seen it fail 
to go very far after an initial hue and cry, and 
some reorganising. 
 
More 
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