
 

 

 
 
There has been much debate 
over and a review of the Safe 
Schools program.  
 
Supporters say including         
homosexual and transgender 
information, reflects modern   
Australian values and will      
combat bullying.  
 
Critics claim it is political          
advocacy, foisting a minority 
agenda on all students. 
 
Some experts have also warned 
that it is unfair on principals to 
assess the suitabil ity of          
programs, taught by external               
organisations. 
 
A new study reveals that         
disadvantaged schools are ten 
times more likely to have a fast 
food outlet near their school - 
should zoning laws prohibit fast 
food outlets from operating near 
public schools?  
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One In Five Early Educators Plan To Leave The Profession Sex Education Survey 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

 One in five early educators plan to leave the profession 

 Sex education survey 

 Insipid premier finally gets message 

 Safe schools activist out to shape agenda 

 STEM should be essential 

 ALP commits $6m for Safe Schools 

 Fast food outlets target poor schools 

One in five early childhood 
educators plans to leave their 
job in the next 12 months, a 
survey has found. 
 
1200 early childhood educators 
and degree qualified teachers 
working in long day care centres 
and preschools across Australia 
were surveyed. 
 
Around one in five said they 
planned to leave their job within a 
year because of low pay, feeling 
undervalued and increasing time 
spent on paperwork.  
 
Educators who took up further 
training or upgraded to an early 
childhood teaching degree were 
most likely to leave.  
 
This means that some of our most 
qualified educators are choosing 
to leave the profession early in 
their career.  
 
Young educators who entered the 
profession because they liked the 
idea of working with children are 
also leaving. This is mainly       
because their experience is not 
matching their expectations.  
 
 
 
 
 

To work in long day care,         
educators need a vocational 
qualification. Teachers in long day 
care and preschools have an  
education degree, often the same 
qualification as teachers in 
schools.  
 
Yet, wages and conditions are 
poor by comparison, particularly 
in long day care.  
 
This may be linked to the gender 
pay gap and the fact that 94% of 
this workforce is female. A female
-dominated workforce is often 
associated with lower wages 
within particular sectors.  
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The research doyenne behind the controversial Safe 
Schools curriculum has spoken of “shaping an 
agenda” in order to attract support for the purported 
anti-bullying program - a bold admission likely to 
fuel concerns about a hidden ideological bent. 

 
Emeritus professor Anne Mitchell, whose 
work with LGBTI communities helped 
spawn the program, has also revealed how 
early research into young people attracted 
to those of the same sex was purposely tied 
to a disease or public health issue to attract 
funding; initially HIV and later suicide.  
 
“The early work I did in schools was all 
funded by youth suicide money,” Professor 
Mitchell told a Safe Schools Coalition event 
last month.  
 
Professor Mitchell also said one of her 
team’s biggest successes was shifting the 
issue from the moral arena to a safety one.  
 

More 

Insipid Premier Finally Gets Message Safe Schools Activist Out To ‘Shape Agenda’ 

“The sheer volume of paperwork is becoming unmanageable for many 

educators, and many struggle to complete it in the time given...’’  

 
 

Disadv antaged  Ad e la ide 
schools are almost ten times 
more likely to have a fast food 
outlet built nearby than schools 
in higher socio-economic areas, 
a UniSA study has found. 
 
Welfare agencies are demanding 
that zoning laws be tightened after 
the study of 459 schools found 
companies are targeting sites that 
are within easy walking distance 
of poorer schools.  
 
“These are the bottom third of 
schools in Adelaide in terms of 
disadvantage compared to the 
rest.’’  
 
Previous international studies 
have l inked obes ity with            
disadvantaged children and     
access to fast food.  
 

Read more 

 
 
Malcolm Turnbull says the 
study of maths and science 
should be a university entry 
requirement, warning that    
Australia’s performance had 
“gone backwards” in both 
fields since he was at high 
school.  
 
Mr Turnbull said a greater focus 
on STEM would improve digital 
literacy at a time of great      
economic and technological 
change and he regretted that 
science and maths were no 
longer compulsory at some 
schools.  
 
“It’s one of the areas we’ve 
gone backwards, actually. In my 
generation you had to do maths 
or science to complete high 
school.”  
 
Full Story  

 
 
Bill Shorten has confirmed   
Labor’s commitment to         
financing the Safe Schools  
Coal i t ion,  assigning an           
additional $6 million to the   
sexual and gender diversity 
program. 
 
The commitment is in stark       
contrast to the Liberal Party’s  
decision to scrap funding from 
next year. 
 
However, Labor looks set to retain 
at least some of the changes   
introduced by the federal Coalition 
government following a damning 
review that deemed some of the 
Safe Schools’ materials and     
lessons to be inappropriate for 
some children.  
 
“Labor will implement the program 
in line with the findings of the   
independent review.” 
 

More 

STEM Should Be Essential Fast Food Outlets Target Poor Schools ALP Commits $6m For Safe Schools 
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Mealy-mouthed apologies from Premier Jay       
Weatherill mean nothing unless South Australia’s 
flawed child-protection system is fixed. 
 
Lainie Anderson writes: “My son recently developed a 
habit of constantly saying “Sorry”. The more he said it 
without changing the actions that got him into trouble, 
the more hollow and annoying the word became. 
 
I feel the same way when I hear Premier Jay Weatherill 
declaring that he takes “full responsibility” for the crisis 
within our dysfunctional child-protection system. 
 
Every other state in Australia has an independent     
Commissioner for Children - not so SA, despite the    
grotesque abuses we’ve seen against children since it 
was first recommended … 13 years ago.  
 
The Opposition believes the office should be               
independent with full investigative powers. The           
government does not. As politicians continue to       
squabble, children continue to be abused, raped and           
murdered.” 
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