
 

 

 
 
The question is again being 
asked as to the suitability of 
existing school hours in the 
21st century. 
 
Advocates propose core subjects 
be taught during traditional 
school hours, with a variety of 
other subjects and activities - 
from languages, art, music and 
drama to gardening and nature 
play on offer for the rest of the 
school day. 
 
Critics cite the impact on      
teachers and argue that children 
should spend these hours at 
home, with their parents. 
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This week’s stories from the media 
 

 Mount Barker High School’s Positive Education Program 

 School hours survey 

 Why education departments should be broken up 

 Safe Schools spurns parents 

 Call for Minister for Minors 

 Labor’s $3b childcare plan 

 Why isn’t drawing more important 

Mount Barker High School   
began its Positive Education 
program in 2012 to support  
students’ social and emotional 
wellbeing.  
 
'We want to make certain that our 
students that leave school are 
academically achieving at their 
highest level of ability, but also 
their mental health is actually 
taken care of and 
they've got the 
skills & strategies 
to live a wonderful 
flourishing life,' 
Principal Warren 
Symonds told 
T e a c h e r       
Magazine. 
 
According to the 
ABS, one quarter 
o f  y o u n g          
Australians are 
suffering from 
s ym p tom s  o f    
mental illness. 
 
Mr. Warren reports that Positive 
Education is embedded in the 
DNA of the school. 
 
In Year 10 English classes,   
Positive Education character 
strengths are used as a        
framework for writing a character 
analysis. 

In Year 9 science, the science 
behind growth mindsets is taught. 
 
The teachers were trained by the 
University of Pennsylvania’s    
Resiliency Training.  
 
Mount Barker students report that 
initially they found this approach 
challenging.  
 

T h e y  w e r e           
challenged by being 
self-reflective, but 
now feel that they 
have the tools to 
take a more positive 
approach. 
 
Mount Barker has 
adopted the Middle-
years Development 
Index (MDI). This 
measurement tool 
measures a number 
of  aspects  of        
wellbeing.  
 

Students report on factors such 
as what they do in and out of 
school, how much  television they 
watch, how much sport they play. 
This provides Mount Barker with 
information about each student, 
mapped aga ins t  Pos i t ive        
Education attributes. 
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A sexual-health academic whose research helped 
inform Safe Schools has dismissed parental        
concerns over its content, blaming a “hate          
campaign” by The Australian for controversy around 
the program - The Australian reports. 
 
As La Trobe University grapples with restoring the    
reputation of the program, emeritus professor Anne 
Mitchell has defended Safe Schools Coalition Victoria co
-founder Roz Ward, who returned to work on Monday 
following a brief suspension, claiming her Marxist links 
were “an absolute gift” to detractors.  
 
It is not the first time an associate of Safe Schools has 
dismissed concerns about the program. 
 
As The Australian reported in March, Ms Ward has    
advised principals to say “tough luck” to parents who 
disapproved of the program, while her colleague Joel 
Radcliffe said “parents don’t have the power to shut this 
down”. 
 

More 

Why Education Departments Should Be Broken Up Safe Schools Spurns Parents 

“Drawing is used in many fields like medicine to teach observation 

skills in diagnosis...’’  

 
 

Drawing plays a big role in our 
cognitive development. It can 
help us learn to write and think 
creatively, develop hand-eye co
-ordination, hone analytic skills, 
and conceptualise ideas. 
 
But drawing is rarely used as a 
tool for learning in schools.      
Generally, most high school 
teachers aren’t trained in visual 
education. 
 
Drawing should not be confined to 
art lessons – it’s a skill that can 
play a role in many different    
subject areas in school education. 
 
For high school students, drawing 
can be incorporated into visual 
mapping, reflective thinking,     
o r g a n i s i n g  &  p r e s e n t i n g           
information, and a way of        
communication that can transcend      
language barriers. 
 

Read more 

 
 
In Australia, almost 18 % of kids 
live below the poverty line. One 
in four are overweight or obese. 
And an estimated 1 in 28 were 
sexually abused by a family 
member before they were 15. 
 
In response, Valuing Children  
Initiative (VCI) has written to the 
leaders of the three major political 
parties, calling for a ministerial 
portfolio ‘for Children and Future 
Generations’.  
 
“Given the issues facing children, 
clearly not enough is being done 
to adequately provide for them.”   
 
Malcolm Turnbull, Bill Shorten and 
Greens chief  Richard Di           
Natale haven’t responded to the 
letters. 
 
Full Story  

 
 
Labor has unveiled a $3 billion 
child care policy, proposing to 
lift the annual cap on the Child 
Care Rebate from $7,500 to 
$10,000 per child and increase 
the Child Care Benefit by 15% 
starting January 1, 2017.  
 
Economists see child care policy 
as an important part of boosting 
economic growth due to the effect 
it has on female workforce        
participation.  
 
Daily rates for child care can be 
up to $170 a day per child. 
 
The Coalition is not expected to 
implement its own roughly $3   
billion child care package until 
2018 at the earliest. 
 

More 

Call For Minister For Minors Why Isn’t Drawing More Important Labor’s $3b Childcare Plan 

The Education Update is a summary of recent media reports. The opinions expressed in these reports do not necessarily reflect the views of SAASSO or its affiliates. 

 
 
Education departments make policy, allocate funds, 
build schools, operate the largest players in the 
field, public schools, and act as regulators as well. 
 
The recent Competition Policy Review argued that the 
structure was fundamentally inappropriate.  
 
The implication is that education departments need to be 
broken up. Operation of public schools needs to be 
separated from the policy making and regulatory      
functions and put into a separate authority. 
 
With the establishment of an authority for public schools 
at arm’s length from the department, each sector would 
finally be structured equivalently.  
 
Each sector could also be assessed for the quality of the 
service it delivers in a much more open and transparent 
way and held to account if necessary. 
 
An education ombudsman for all school systems, could 
also be established to consider concerns raised by    
people - increasing transparency and accountability.  
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