
 

 

 
 
Public schools make up half 
the top 100 best performing 
schools in NAPLAN. 
 
Some primary students are being 
forced to sit regular practice 
NAPLAN tests as schools focus 
on lifting their results, while new 
analysis shows that high-
performing public primary 
schools are holding their own 
against the private sector.  
 
As thousands of students get 
ready to sit NAPLAN next month, 
an Advertiser analysis of 2015 
results shows public schools 
claimed 50 of the top 100        
positions in the state in Year 3, 
and close to half in Years 5 and 
7, but just a third in Year 9.  
 
But at the other end of the scale, 
public schools comprised the 
overwhelming majority - more 
than 90 per cent - of the 100 
schools with the lowest scores in 
each of Years 3, 5 and 7.  
 
Every parent needs to know how 
their school is performing in the 
critical areas of literacy and    
numeracy teaching.  
 
Read the full story 
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This week’s stories from the media 
 

 How many South Australian schools are at capacity 

 Public schools make up half the top 100 

 PM totally committed on public schools 

 Inclusion Matters most in app for children 

 William Light first bilingual school 

 Trainee teachers caught cheating 

 School bans photo video sharing 

How many South Australian 
schools are at capacity? The 
Education Department can’t tell 
us, so we can’t tell you. 
 
The Education Department has 
been accused of failing to plan for 
the future needs of population 
growth areas by not keeping   
accurate records of 
t h e  e n r o l m e n t        
capacities of its own 
schools.  
 
The Advertiser asked 
for  the current         
capacity of every 
school to compare 
with enrolment data, 
after it was revealed 
last week that Rose 
Park Primary was 
freezing enrolments 
and Mark Oliphant 
College was capping 
its Reception intake.  
 
The department could 
not provide the figures.  
 
However, it insisted it followed 
thorough planning procedures 
that were in line with interstate 
practices.  
 
Rough capacity figures are kept 
for each school based on         
formulas dividing the total amount 

of covered space available by a 
specified area required per      
student.  
 
But they are not accurate enough 
to be made public as they do not 
take into account changes made 
b y  p r i n c i p a l s ,  s u c h  a s               
reconfiguring teaching areas or 

using them for other 
purposes, while the 
total available area 
u s e d  i n  t h e              
calculations included 
non-teaching spaces 
such as corridors.  
 
Executive director for                
infrastructure Ross 
Treadwell said when a 
school approached its 
rough limit, principals 
and local education 
directors worked with 
the department to   
produce a detailed 
analysis of how it was 
using its space.  

 
Opposition education spokesman 
John Gardner said it was 
“remarkable” that no accurate 
register was kept.  
 
More 
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A childcare centre network has developed an app to 
help educators work with the upcoming National  
Disability Insurance Scheme to create a more       
inclusive environment for kids with disabilities.  
 
KU Children’s Services free ‘Inclusion Matters’ app    
offers practical tips and tricks primary school and early 
childhood educators can effectively accommodate kids 
with special needs.  
 
As the NDIS rolls out, many therapists - of various     
specialties - will be working with children in different 
learning environments. This includes schools and early 
learning centres.  
 
Inclusion Matters aims to help staff work with therapists 
to create and maintain inclusive environments.  
 

More 

PM totally committed on public schools Inclusion Matters Most In App For Children 

“The Education Department labelled teaching to the test counter-

productive and said it was strongly discouraged....’’  

 
 

One school is taking privacy to 
a new level by banning          
students from sharing photos 
and videos of classmates and 
staff online. 
 
Parents were asked to consent to 
the new rules in a push to        
promote a “safe and secure      
environment” for students.  
 
Under the new guidelines, Year 5 
and Year 6 students are            
prohibited from using iPad devices 
before and after school in areas 
such as the playground.  
 
Cyber safety expert Susan 
McLean said changes are        
becoming increasingly necessary.  
 
“Schools are very slowly,         
unfortunately, coming to the     
realisation that these sorts of 
things need to be in policy.”  
 

Read more 

 
 
A western suburbs school will 
be the first in the state to teach 
in both English and Chinese 
after the idea received         
overwhelming support from 
parents and staff. 
 
William Light will be bilingual from 
next year, when Year 3s will have 
half the curriculum taught in    
Mandarin. 
 
Eleven schools showed interest in 
the bilingual initiative, but William 
Light was the only one that met 
the criteria, which included      
community support, through a 
formal application. 
 
The Governing Council was 
unanimously in favour and       
surveys found 92% of staff and 
89% of parents backed the move. 
 
Full Story  

 
 
Thousands of university       
students in SA have been 
caught cheating, including   
future doctors, teachers and 
paramedics. 
 
The extent of cheating is revealed 
for the first time under the       
Freedom of Information Act. 
 
Excluding UniSA - which has no 
idea how many cheats study there 
- 1818 students have been caught 
cheating since 2010. Many more 
were let off because they argued 
they were confused about what 
was considered cheating. 
 
Flinders was more open, revealing 
that its cheats included dozens of 
students studying to become 
teachers, nurses, lawyers, doctors 
and public servants. 
 

More 

William Light First Bilingual School School Bans Photo Video Sharing Trainee Teachers Caught Cheating 
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Malcolm Turnbull has assured voters he is “totally 
committed” to funding public schools as he fights 
off Labor warnings of a secret plan to withdraw     
federal support from the sector as part of a tax deal 
he is pursuing with the states.  
 
“Federal funding to schools, both public, state schools, 
and private schools, has grown rapidly and at a much 
faster rate than funding from state governments,” he 
said. “We are also committed to great outcomes to 
teacher quality because we all know, from our own    
experience, it is recognised that the big factor ... in a 
great education is a great teacher.”  
 
Senator Birmingham said it was “just not true” for Labor 
to warn of reductions in school funding in future years.  
 
“School funding is at a record level in terms of the      
federal government’s support and we are committed, as 
demonstrated in our budget … to grow school funding 
each and every year into the future,’’ he said.  
 
More 

This is the last Education Update for Term 1. 

Check your inbox on May 2! 
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