
 

 

 
 
Fa i l ing  to  c lo se  the         
achievement gap between rich 
and poor students is 
“economically dumb”, the 
Grattan Institute has warned 
politicians. 
 
Analysis of NAPLAN has       
concluded poorer students who 
perform the same as their 
wealthier counterparts in the 
Year 3 test had, on average, 
fallen behind almost two-and-a-
half years by the time they 
reached Year 9.  
 
“It remains to be seen if we’ll 
have the courage, as a nation, to 
say that these widening gaps are 
not acceptable. 
 
“They are going to be socially 
damaging in the future and a 
system that lets students fall this 
far behind is economically dumb. 
Even if you didn’t care about the 
individuals, the economy would 
be vastly better off if you        
supported them.”  
 
Read the full story 
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Childcare Centres Want Staffing Rules Eased Ignoring Gap Economically Dumb 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

 Childcare centres want staffing rules eased 

 Ignoring gap economically dumb 

 Five frameworks to drive teacher training reform 

 Single-sex vs. co-educational schools 

 Uni entry without exams 

 Senate inquiry into childcare 

 Teacher guide for gender violence 

Childcare providers want the 
State Government to relax 
staffing restrictions that are 
exacerbating waiting lists and 
leading to frustrated parents 
being turned away from        
centres, raising fears they will 
risk unregulated care. 
 
Industry bodies say many centres 
have no places left for babies and 
toddlers. One operator, who owns 
a centre in Hove, was forced to 
turn away 10 families one day last 
week and has 70 families waiting 
for a place.  
 
The claims come as a Senate 
inquiry into a Federal Government 
childcare proposal is released.  

Centres in high-demand suburbs 
near the CBD have dozens of 
families on their waiting lists.  
 
The shortage in some areas has 
prompted fears parents may have 
no option but to turn to            
unregulated care for their         
children.  
 
The National Quality Framework’s 
aim was to introduce a new    
standard to improve education 
and care across all forms of child 
care, including changes to      
caregiver qualifications and 
higher staff-to-child ratios.  
 
Australian Childcare Alliance (SA) 
president Kerry Mahony said the 
association had been “arguing” 
with the State Government on the 
issue because it would help solve 
staffing issues and bring down the 
overall cost for parents. 
 
“(Interstate) staff are allowed to 
be part of the ratio for three 
months and then they have to 
make up their mind, and so does 
the employer, to enrol in a       
Certificate III (in child care) if 
they’re going to stay,” he said. 
 
A spokeswoman from DECD said 
they would not consider the plea. 
 
More 

SA’s parent body; supporting governing councils and public education 
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There have been more than 100 reports critiquing 
teacher education in Australia since the 1970s.     
Today we have a regulated profession that has not 
changed the content of what is taught as much as 
developed a tick box compliance process.  
 
We actually have very little evidence that graduates of 
teacher education programs use what is taught to them 
three years into their teaching.  
 
In response, academics and educators have devised five 
guiding questions or frameworks for teacher education.  
 
1. Where do children live? 
2. How and when do children learn? 
3. What should children know and be able to do as a 

result of schooling? 
4. Why is equity such a vital component for the    

common good? 
5. Who am I as a learning and equity leader? 
 
More 

 
 

 

 
 
Despite the lack of evidence, there remains a strong 
and widely held belief that single-sex schooling is 
better for girls and coeducation is better for boys. 
 
There are more single-sex schools for girls than for boys 
in each of the three Australian educational sectors:    
government, Catholic and independent.  
 
Research suggests that girls who attend single-sex 
schools are more confident about themselves as       
learners in subjects such as mathematics and physics 
than in coeducational schools. In the absence of boys, 
the girls also feel less constrained in engaging in     
classroom discussions.  
 
For boys attending single-sex or coeducational schools, 
their confidence levels in physics and mathematics are 
found to be equally high, and they boisterously engage 
in classroom discourse.  
 
However, there is no consistent evidence to show that 
students – either boys or girls – achieve higher grades in 
single-sex than in coeducational settings.  
 

More 

Five Frameworks To Drive Teacher Education Reform Single-Sex Vs Co-Educational Schools 

“More affordable access to quality childcare puts the opportunity of 

work within reach for more families....’’  

 
 

Connect  wi th  Respect :          
Prevent ing gender-based      
violence in schools, by         
University of Melbourne experts 
- aims to help teachers break 
the cycle of violence.   
 
The information will help  teachers 
show students that violence is not 
acceptable. It also focuses on 
raising awareness.  
 
“This approach to addressing  
gender-based violence is not only 
focused on reducing violence 
against girls and women, it’s also 
raising awareness of the          
vulnerability of the young people 
who are not in the mainstream. 
They are either same-sex        
attracted or gender-diverse or 
they are perceived to be by their 
peers. These groups of people are 
very vulnerable to gender-based 
violence.”  
 

Read more 

 
 
High school students will no 
longer need to pass exams or 
complete SACE to earn a       
university place. 
 
Birdwood High School and      
Flinders University have signed up 
to a national trial of the scheme.  
 
Nine schools and 10 universities 
around the country have          
committed to the trial. 
 
Successful students will be able to 
attend those universities without 
obtaining an ATAR, which is    
generated by SACE scores.  
 
Starting in Year 10, portfolio    
students will do an internship for 
two days a week over three years 
with an employer in the industry 
for which they wish to pursue    
university study.  
 
Full Story  

 
 
A Senate inquiry into a Federal 
Government proposal to support 
almost one million families and 
make the childcare system “much 
easier to navigate” is due to report 
Monday.  
 
The results of the inquiry will     
influence whether the Government 
can win the support in the Senate 
it needs for the changes to       
become law before a federal    
election is called. 
 
The new Child Care Subsidy 
would replace the old system with 
a single, means-tested subsidy. 
 
The reforms include abolishing the 
$7500 cap to ensure parents on 
family incomes of $185,710 or 
less are not limited by a cap on 
the amount of child care they can 
access.  
 

More 

Uni Entry Without Exams Teacher Guide For Gender Violence Senate Inquiry Into Childcare 
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