
 

 

 
 
W o r k i n g  p a r e n t s  a r e        
stretching the traditional nine-
to-three school day, amid a 
national shortage of after-
school care for 80,000         
students.  
 
Simon Birmingham said he was 
“open to the idea’’ of funding 
schools to stay open longer 
hours, in line with Britain.  
 
T he  Br i t i sh  gove rnm en t          
announced this week that it 
would fund a quarter of its 
schools to stay open an hour 
longer each day to help working 
p a r e n t s ,  b y  o f f e r i n g                 
extracurricular activities such as 
sport or art until 4.30pm.  
 
“Our school days are already 
longer than overseas but I’d be 
open to working with the states 
and territories to extend those 
hours, especially for secondary 
students, if it will improve        
outcomes for students.”  
 
Most Australian schools still use 
a 9am-3pm model set in the 
1950s, but the rise of the working 
family and single parenting has 
made the traditional school day 
redundant.  
 
Read the full story 
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Changes To Safe Schools Program School Day Should Be Longer 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

 Changes to Safe Schools program 

 School day should be longer 

 Public school to change to bilingual French 

 New way to fight childhood obesity 

 Smart poor kids two years behind 

 Even wealthy parents seek relief 

 

The Safe Schools Coalition  
program will be overhauled, 
after a review found “a number 
of resources” included content 
not suitable for all children.  
 
Senator Birmingham said the  
government had ordered several 
sections of the program be      
redesigned and all references to 
external websites, except mental-
health support services, be     
removed.  
 
In response to the review, he said 
the program would also be       
restricted to high schools only and 
require schools to obtain parental 
consent.  
 
Senator Birmingham said while 
there was no evidence of 
“advocacy and activism” in   
classrooms, he believed some 
people involved in the program 
had used it to further political 
agenda.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Just as proselytising is not part of 
the school chaplaincy program, 
advocacy must not be part of the 
Safe School program,” he said.  
 
How the program will change 
 

 Students will need parental 
consent to participate. 

 Parents will also get a say if 
schools can take part. 

 Gay and lesbian students who 
don’t get their parents’ consent 
can access school counselling. 

 Safe Schools website will be 
stripped of some content. 

 Program materials restricted to 
secondary schools. 

 Lesson plans amended to   
remove activities regarded 
“unsuitable” such as gender 
diversity-role playing activities. 

 Restricting the use and         
distribution of the OMG I’m 
Queer, OMG My Friend’s 
Queer  and Stand Out           
resources. 

 
More 
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Children will be immersed in the French language in 
a bilingual school to be established in Adelaide.  
 
From next year, a yet-to-be-chosen public school will 
offer students the chance to master the Gallic tongue at 
an early age. 
 
It means Adelaide will have both French and Chinese 
bilingual schools launching next year. 
 
“There’s a lot of research about the benefits to a young 
brain. The children are able to be more analytical (and) 
they learn more tolerant attitudes.” 
 
The school will mix French and Australian curriculums, 
equipping children for high school in either nation. It 
could have economic benefits for the state, helping to 
lure French companies whose executives might          
otherwise be reluctant to establish themselves here.  
 
The deadline for schools to express interest in becoming 
SA’s first Chinese bilingual school was Monday, but 
DECD has not revealed the number of applications.  
 
More 

 
 

 

 
 
Five frustrated South Australian clinicians have 
joined forces to tackle the growing childhood       
obesity crisis by offering a one-stop shop for       
families.  
 
The group will launch “Danny’s Place” at Norwood - a 
dedicated service to support children aged 10-18 and 
their families through diet and lifestyle changes.  
 
Paediatric surgeon Dr Sanjeev Khurana said he had 
grown tired of trying to obtain funding through the public 
health system.  
 
As senior visiting medical specialist, Dr Khurana said it 
was not uncommon for a 13-year-old child to come in for 
emergency surgery, such as appendicitis, weighing 120 
kilograms.  
 
Using Census data, Dr Khurana has calculated that 
6000 young South Australians are obese and previously 
had no access to organised specialist services.  
 

More 

Public School To Change To Bilingual French New Way To Fight Childhood Obesity 

“... By Year 9, the kids with highly educated parents will be 2½ years 

ahead of the other children...” 

 
 

Thousands of parents in the 
South Australia’s wealthiest 
areas are struggling to pay    
escalating government school 
fees and are having them 
waived.  
 
Education Department figures 
obtained under the FOI act show 
around 47,000 students each year 
are getting out of paying up to 
$1000 per student in school fees, 
many attending schools in well-off 
areas.  
 
Australian Education Union vice 
president Jan Murphy said public 
education should be fully funded 
and free.  
 
“The school card supports eligible 
families regardless of where they 
live. Families are required to meet 
robust eligibility and assessment 
criteria,” the spokesman said.  
 

Read more 

 
 
Smart students from poor   
families are falling two years 
b e h i nd  t h e i r  w e a l t h i e r         
classmates in high school, a 
new report reveals.  
 
Poor students who performed the 
same as wealthier classmates in 
the Year 3 NAPLAN test had 
fallen nearly two years behind by 
the time of the Year 9 test.  
 
By Year 9, the top 10 per cent of 
students are seven years ahead 
of the bottom 10 per cent in terms 
of learning.  
 
Students in disadvantaged 
schools - those with a high       
proportion of students from low
income families - make two years’ 
less progress than similarly       
capable students attending more 
advantaged schools.  
 
Full Story  

 
 

SAASSO wishes you a 
safe and happy Easter. 

Smart Poor Kids Two Years Behind Even Wealthy Parents Seek Relief Happy Easter 
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