
 

 

 
 
Disruptive children have been 
tied to chairs or locked in 
rooms as teachers struggle to 
deal with disabled students, a 
Senate inquiry has been told.  
 
Labor senator Sue Lines, who 
chaired a recent Senate inquiry 
into disabled students, yesterday 
called for extra funding to help 
students in class.  
 
“There are isolated incidents of 
children being treated cruelly.”  
 
Senator Lines said her inquiry 
heard allegations that disruptive 
children had been tied to chairs 
or locked in isolation rooms.  
 
She said a 15-year-old disabled 
boy had been left to watch    
Finding Nemo while a teacher 
taught the rest of the class. 
 
“Parents are battling to get their 
children into a school and, if they 
do go to school, it’s often for half 
a day.’’ 
 
Australian Special Education 
Principals Association president 
Fiona Forbes said the figures 
were not surprising; disabled 
students needed to be taught, 
and not just cared for, at school.  
 
Read the full story 
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Half a million school students 
have a disability or learning 
diff iculty,  according to          
confidential data that exposes 
a surge in the number of      
children needing extra help in 
class. 
 
Nearly one in five students in  
government schools is classified 
as disabled - yet only 13.6% are 
getting assistance and just 6.2% 
attract additional funding.  
 
The increase has been 
driven by a surge in 
cases of autism and 
fetal alcohol syndrome, 
combined with a 
broader definition of 
disability to include 
learning disorders such 
as dyslexia.  
 
A national audit ordered 
by federal & state        
ministers has revealed 
that 19.4% of students nationally 
have a   disability or learning    
difficulty - 21% in South Australia.  
 
D i s a b i l i t y  D i s c r i m i n a t i o n         
Commissioner Susan Ryan said 
teachers are now teaching a 
range of kids they weren’t       
originally trained to teach. 
 
 

Nationally, one in 50 students 
requires “extensive’’ assistance in 
class; spec ia l equipment,        
psychologists, health therapists or 
attention from a teacher every 
one to three minutes.  
 
Another 3.4 per cent - or one  
student in a typical classroom - 
need “substantial assistance’’, 
including allied health therapists 
or psychologists, or help going to 
the toilet.  

 
A further 8.3 per cent - or two  
students in every class - require 
supplementary ass is tance,  
meaning they have a healthcare 
plan to treat life-threatening      
allergies or asthma, need extra 
time to finish their work or are 
given less work in class.  
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More than 40 schools in South Australia have       
recorded above-average levels of improvement in 
the latest results published from the most recent 
round of NAPLAN testing.  
 
Some state schools have demonstrated "substantial 
above-average gain" for two years in a row.  
 
They include St Leonards Primary School at Glenelg 
North, The Pines School at Parafield Gardens, Para Hills 
School P-7 as well as the Ceduna, Keith and Yankalilla 
area schools.  
 
Results from those tests that have already been          
released showed that South Australian students were, 
overall, performing better but were below the national 
average in 18 categories.  
 
South Australia Education Minister Susan Close said 
there was still room for improvement. "Improving teacher 
quality and teacher performance is crucial because the 
teacher makes the biggest difference to children's     
education," she said. 
 
More 

 
 

 

 
 
One in six children aged eight to 14 years in        
Australia report going to school or bed hungry,     
according to a new report by the Australian Child 
Wellbeing Project (ACWP). 
 

According to the report, Australia 
has a high proportion of children 
living in poverty compared to the 
best performing OECD nations 
and it has not improved in recent 
years.  
 
American studies show children 
who experienced frequent hunger 
were more likely to have        
emot ional ,  behav ioural  &        
academic problems.  
 
A study in Bombay found that 129 
children who had suffered early 
malnourishment had lower IQ and 
a 60% rate of ADHD compared to 
15% in control children from the 
same classroom.  

More 
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“...disabled students did not always receive the funding allocated to 

help them but was sometimes absorbed into schools or education    

departments. “I don’t think the funding is transparent enough ...” 

 
 

A taxpayer-funded sex survey 
of teenagers was delayed for 
more than a year after          
education officials refused to 
let students be asked if they 
were straight or gay. 
 
The study, funded by the          
Australian Research Council and 
published yesterday, shows that 
students want to learn more about 
violence, love and gender         
diversity in sex education classes.  
 
The findings are based on a     
survey of high school students 
aged in Victoria and South       
Australia, completed in class time 
with parental permission.   
 
But the research team said it 
could not ask teenagers about 
their “sexual orientation’’, after 
South Australian education       
officials objected.  
 

Read more 

 
 
A screen addiction epidemic is 
sweeping through Australian 
homes, with some primary 
school aged children playing 
video games for up to 18 hours 
a day.  
 
The fixation on games such as 
Minecraft has led some children to 
skip school, lose friendships and 
take up to 30 minutes to turn off 
their devices.  
 
Desperate parents have turned to 
counsellors to help beat the 
scourge, as child psychiatrists 
warn that games on video        
consoles, iPads and iPhones     
provide a chemical brain hit that 
makes them so addictive.  
 
Child psychiatrist Dr Philip Tam 
said video screen addiction was a 
“nationwide problem.”  
 
Full Story  

 
 
One of the most important    
decisions you will ever make as 
a parent is the decision about 
which school best suits your 
child’s needs with regards to 
secondary education. 
 
SA has almost 200 schools which 
offer a secondary education      
program. Each of these schools is 
mandated to teach and assess the 
Australian Curriculum and the 
SACE in Years 11 and 12, so it 
will be other factors beyond the 
mandated curr icu lum that         
influence your decision.  
 
Find out as much as you can 
about the quality of teaching and 
the programs that are in place to 
continually develop the skills of 
the school’s teachers. High-quality 
teaching is the greatest in-school 
influence on student engagement 
and outcomes.  
 

More 
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