
 

 

 
 
Laws covering “sexting” 
should be changed to ensure 
young people who send or 
receive sexually explicit      
photos cannot be charged 
with child pornography       
offences, the Law Society 
says.  
 
Attorney-General John Rau   
released draft laws in December 
which would make it a crime to 
send an explicit picture of a   
person aged 17 years or younger 
and impose a maximum penalty 
of $20,000 or four years in jail.  
 
The laws also address concerns 
about the potential for young 
people who “sext” to be listed on 
the Child Sex Offender Register 
by giving prosecutors or the 
courts extra “flexibility” to       
consider the context of a young 
person’s behaviour.  
 
The Law Society of SA supports 
the move but had urged the 
State Government to go further 
and adopt a Victorian model 
which prevents a minor from  
being charged with a child     
pornography offence over a    
sexting image.  
 
Read the full story 

Education Update 244  |  March 9 / 2016 

www.saasso.asn.au 

8223 2266 
info@saasso.asn.au 

Australian Girls Feel The Pressure Of School New Teen Sexting Laws 

This week’s stories from the media 
 

 Australian girls feel the pressure of school 

 New teen sexting laws 

 One in four students lack skills to learn to read 

 Social class, location, gender key to development 

 Rise of Ritalin scripts 

 International Women’s Day 

 Porn turning kids into predators 

Australian girls are feeling 
more pressure at school      
compared to their international 
peers, a study has found. 
 
The landmark Australian Child 
Wellbeing Project conducted by 
researchers from Flinders       
University, the University of New 
South Wales and the Australian 
Council for Educational Research, 
surveyed 5440 students, aged 
eight to 14, from 180 Australian 
public and private schools.  
 
The largest study of its kind in the 
country, found 23% of Aussie 
school girls aged 13 and 14    
reported “a lot” of school pressure 
- the highest ahead of 24 other 
countries, including Spain, the US 
and Canada.  
 
15% of Australian boys at the 
same age said they also felt a lot 
of school pressure, ranked sixth 
behind Turkey, Spain, Slovenia, 
Italy and the US.  
 
The study also found three      
children in an average classroom 
of 30 students will miss school 
once a week, five students in 
every classroom have been     
bullied and one in every         
classroom goes to bed or school 
hungry nearly every day.  
 

“Schools need to look at how they 
can encourage students to do 
well without ratcheting up       
pressure, which causes health 
complaints and students feeling 
stressed.”  
 
F l i n de rs  U n i ve rs i t y  l ea d            
researcher Associate Professor 
Gerry Redmond said, students 
who were marginalised - such as 
young people with a disability, 
culturally diverse and indigenous - 
spoke about external pressures. 
 
However, students who were not 
marginal ised talked about        
p r e s s u r e  i n  a c a d e m i c         
achievement. 
 
“They (marginalised students) felt 
pressure in terms of not having 
the resources for school - no    
un i f o rm,  nowhere  to  do         
homework, less support from   
family,” Prof Redmond said.  
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One million Australian students struggle to read  
because of poor teaching techniques in primary 
school and a failure to read books at home, a new 
study warns.  
 
The Centre for Independent Studies says one in four 
children starts school without the phonetic skills or     
vocabulary needed to learn to read.  
 
“After thousands of hours of literacy teaching, around 
one in four Australian children is unable to read at a   
basic level.’’  
 
“We have a million students at serious risk. Increased 
education spending has had little effect on literacy and 
numeracy levels in the student population.’’  
 
The report says children in families whose parents work 
in a profession have heard 30 million words by the age 
of three, twice as many as those in poorer families.  
 
The national curriculum was changed this year to        
promote phonics-based instruction.  
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Boys are twice as likely as girls, and Indigenous 
children twice as likely as non-Indigenous            
children, to be developmentally vulnerable by the 
time they reach school age, according to the        
Australian Early Development Census.  
 
The research also reveals that the farther a school is 
from a major city, the more likely the kids will be at risk 
or vulnerable.  
 
A similar scale exists when looking at families’           
socioeconomic status: 84.5% of kids from the wealthiest 
20% have no vulnerabilities.  
 
More children are emotionally vulnerable now compared 
with three years ago.  
 
There has also been an increase in social competence 
vulnerability since 2012, while physical health and      
wellbeing have remained stable.  
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“a typical school-age child learns about 3000 words a year, and Year 12 

students need to know more than 100,000 words to understand their 

textbooks...” 

 
 

Online pornography is turning 
children into copycat sexual 
predators, doctors and child 
abuse experts warned, as they 
demanded tighter supervision 
of school toilets, playgrounds 
and internet use.  
 
Emeritus professor Freda Briggs, 
who has advised federal and state 
governments, police and church 
groups on child safety for 30 
years, has accused schools and 
childcare centres of ignoring or 
covering up a spate of “child-on-
child abuse’’.  
 
She has blown the whistle on a 
regional kindergarten in South 
Australia where a four-year-old 
boy allegedly sexually assaulted 
young children late last year.  
 

Read more 

 
 
Doctors may be recommending 
too many children take drugs 
for ADHD in a ‘simplistic’      
attempt to solve more complex 
b e h a v i o u r a l  p r o b l e m s ,           
according to the Medical      
Journal of Australia.  
 
The editorial notes diagnosis of 
ADHD has been increasing since 
the 1970s, before which it was 
relatively rare.  
 
“ADHD may be confused with 
other conditions, such as trauma-
related neuro-developmental 
difficulties, autistic spectrum     
disorder, and foetal alcohol     
spectrum disorders.” 
 
Ritalin was dispensed 644,838 
times in 2014-15, 7.4% higher 
than the previous year, and     
followed a 15.6% rise in 2013-14.  
 
Full Story  

 
 
March 8 was International 
Women’s Day. 
 
Mee t  som e o f  Ade la id e             
University’s pioneering women.... 
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