
 

 

 
 
SA’s teachers and preschool 
workers will get a 2.5% pay 
rise, each year, if they accept a 
new agreement from the State 
Government. 
 
The SA branch of the Teacher’s 
Union has endorsed the offer to 
its 14,000 members. 
 
“ A f t e r  n i n e  m o n t h s  o f              
negotiations with the State     
Government representatives we 
are confident we’ve reached an 
agreement that our members will 
accept when the offer goes to 
ballot.” 
 
The agreement will provide for 
extra resourcing to support 
schools and preschools. 
 
“The new enterprise agreement 
will provide more support for 
teachers in the classroom, many 
of whom work on a daily basis 
with students requiring additional 
support.” 
 
The agreement will also make 
available improved provisions 
around parental and adoption 
leave and for the first time       
includes provisions for staff       
affected by domestic violence. 
 
Read the full story 
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Teaching Degrees Are Uni Cash Cows Teachers Offered 2.5% Pay Rise 
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Teaching degrees are being 
used by universities as a cash 
cow and this can partially     
explain startling teacher        
attrition rates. 
 
The Education Review website 
reports that research from the 
Australian National University 
shows 30% to 50% of teachers 
quit in the first five years. 
 
Education expert, Stephen      
Dinham says this can partially be 
attributed to how universities 
squeeze money out of teacher 
education. 
 

 

“They can enrol as many at the 
undergraduate level into teacher 
training as they want.” 
 
“This becomes very important 
when universities run into        
financial pressure, so what we 
frequently see is too many     
teachers being trained and    
probably too many universities 
training teachers.” 
 
“The effect of that is that it drives 
standards down, but also leads to 
this oversupply problem….” 
 
Andrew Norton, Grattan Institute 
higher education program        
d i r ec tor ,  agreed teacher           
education had seen a rapid 
growth since the demand-driven 
system was implemented and is 
l ikely very prof i table for             
universities. 
 
However, Norton said there     
wasn ’ t  enough pub l ished          
university data to confirm        
Dinham’s statements. 
 
“Nothing on the public record lets 
us put precise numbers on profit 
by course,” Norton confirmed. 
 

More 
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This year’s Closing The Gap report delivers a result 
that has become all too familiar in comparing        
outcomes between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Australians - not enough progress is being made. 
 
There is improvement in some areas, but stagnation in 
others. 
 
Areas such as early childhood education, school        
attendance, literacy and numeracy, employment and life 
expectancy are not on target. 
 
The results indicate that preschool attendance has a 
strong positive association with reading and literacy in 
the short term. 
 
In the longer term, we find evidence that both preschool 
and childcare participation were positively associated 
with reading and literacy, as well as maths and abstract 
reasoning. 
 
More 

 
 

 

 
 
Parents are often guilty of helping their child a bit 
too much with their homework.  
 
Teachers have spoken of parents writing their children’s 
assignments. 
 
But research shows that giving your child too much help 
could actually hinder their skills development and lead 
them to feel incompetent. 
 
Help with homework can be filed with tension or create 
pressure to succeed for the child. 
 
That’s not to say that parents shouldn’t get involved, as 
research shows this is an important factor in academic 
success. 
 
One study showed children over the age of nine viewed 
parental help or monitoring of their homework as a sign 
of their incompetence. For adolescents, parental help 
has been posited to be developmentally inappropriate. 
 
By Year 12, parents should step back completely. 
 

More 

Early Childhood Education Key To Closing The Gaps Too Much Homework Help Can Hinder Your Child’s Learning  

“When parents assume responsibility for making their child always 

happy and successful, they discourage their child from developing age

-appropriate autonomy...” 

 
 

An online survey has revealed 
that in 84% of households with  
children aged 5 to 8, children 
turn to Google or their parents 
when asking for help. 
 
More than 90% of high school 
students turn to help when they 
get stuck on a specific question, 
not  when they are  jus t              
researching. 
 
Jack Goodman, Chief Executive 
of YourTutor, says that Google is 
a great research tool, but it often 
doesn’t provide the specific      
answers students are seeking. 
 
G o o d m a n  s a i d  p a r e n t s              
recollections from their schooling 
days is more or less out of date. 
 
In contrast he recommended 
Wikipedia as a good tool for      
students. 
 

Read more 

 
 
A parliamentary inquiry into 
revenge porn has heard it’s a 
cr ime that  is growing              
exponentially. 
 
But authorities have said they 
can’t arrest the problem away and 
that education plays a critical part 
in teaching people to be cautious. 
 
Anecdotal evidence suggests  
revenge porn images are being 
circulated among teenagers in 
schools, and that applications 
such as Snapchat (where photos 
disappear after a few seconds) 
are lulling young people into a 
false sense of security. 
 
Children’s eSafety Commissioner 
Alistair MacGibbon said criminal 
sanctions would have to be 
teamed with education and      
prevention to tackle the problem. 
 
Full Story  

 
 
Education Minister Simon     
Birmingham will commission a 
report on a controversial anti-
bullying program. 
 
The Safe Schools Coalition      
program, available to Year 7 and 
8 teachers in nearly 500 schools, 
educates students about such 
terms as ‘queer’ and ‘pansexual’. 
 
Senator Birmingham, at Malcolm 
Turnbull’s invitation, volunteered 
to deliver a report on the           
program’s operation to the party 
room.  
 
“However we should not lose sight 
of the fact that our aim is to deal 
with bullying and harassment of 
kids who are having to struggle 
with their sexuality and gender 
identity,” Senator Birmingham 
said. 
 

More 

Police Call For Porn Education Homework Survey Probe Into School Sex Program 
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