
 

This factsheet was prepared by the Department for Education and Child Development 
 based on the national report.  

AEDI IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
The Australian Early Development Index (AEDI) was completed for the second time in 2012. This fact sheet 
provides a snapshot of South Australia’s participation and results.  

It is important when looking at the AEDI data to recognise that vulnerability exists in all suburbs and communities 
irrespective of their demographic and economic status. 

About the AEDI 
AEDI results provide communities around Australia with information about how local children have developed by 
the time they start school.  

Information is gathered across five areas of early childhood development called ‘developmental domains’. 

 physical health and wellbeing 

 social competence 

 emotional maturity 

 language and cognitive skills  

 communication and general knowledge 

 
South Australian participation 
In South Australia, the number of children participating in the 2012 collection increased by 2,346 (nine per cent).  

Data was collected for 17,355 (96.8 per cent) of five year old children who were registered to start school in 2012 
as compared to 15,009 (87.8 per cent) in 2009.  

The 2012 collection also saw an increased participation by Aboriginal children and those from English as a Second 
Language or from a Non English Speaking background. 

At the time of completing the AEDI, participating South Australian children were on average five years and five 
months of age; and were younger than the national average of five years and seven months. Along with Victoria, 
our children were the youngest participants in Australia.  

All state government schools participated.  

South Australian results 
The results from the second AEDI data collection in South Australia show that overall around three quarters of our 
children are developmentally on track (76.3 per cent).  

Nationally, 22 per cent of children are considered vulnerable on one or more developmental domains. This 
compares to 23.7 per cent of children in South Australia.  

The 2012 South Australian results indicate that that there are around 690 more children across South Australia 
who are developmentally vulnerable than in 2009. 

Table 3.1 - Proportion of South Australian children developmentally vulnerable by AEDI domain (2009 & 2012) 
 Physical health 

& wellbeing % 
Social 
competence  % 

Emotional 
maturity  % 

Language & cognitive 
skills % 

Communication & 
general knowledge 

 2009 2012  2009  2012  2009  2012  2009  2012  2009  2012  

Australia  9.3  9.3  9.5  9.3  8.9  7.6  8.9  6.8  9.2  9.0  

South Australia 10.0  10.2  10.1  11.3  10.3  9.3  6.1  6.8  8.0  8.9  

 (Table 3.1, Proportion of children developmentally vulnerably by AEDI domain and state/territory, 2009 and 2012, page 26, A 
snapshot of Early Childhood Development in Australia 2012, Australian Early Development Index (AEDI) National Report) 



 

The Australian Government and State and Territory Governments are working in  
partnership with The Royal Children’s Hospital Centre for Community Child Health in  
Melbourne, the Murdoch Childrens Research Institute, and the Telethon Institute for Child  
Health Research, Perth, to deliver the AEDI. The Social Research Centre, Melbourne, 
 is managing the AEDI data.  

 
Understanding the South Australian results 
With more children participating in the 2012 collection, we are able to get a clearer, more accurate picture of how 
South Australian children are developing. It is important to recognise that it is too early to identify trends. Current 
results only represent two points in time, and a further round of data collection is needed to show evidence of trends.  

When you look at our results in context to our demographic and economic position, we’ve shown significant 
improvement on the emotional maturity domain. Our children are also performing better in the language and 
cognitive development and communication and general knowledge domains than children in some other states.  

Understanding this data and the known demographic factors that have a significant impact on the development of 
South Australian children will take some time and concentrated analysis.  

Preliminary investigations have found that an increased number of participants and the demographic make-up of 
these participants may help to explain the increase in vulnerability.  

The latest data collection involved a greater participation from more vulnerable groups. Our 2012 results included 
an increased participation from Aboriginal and or Torres Strait Islander Children (1.4 per cent increase), and those 
from English as a Second Language (3.46 per cent increase) or from a non-English Speaking background (2.1 per 
cent increase).  

Further investigations into the AEDI data will continue.  

For further information on the AEDI in South Australia follow the links from www.decd.sa.gov.au/aedi 

National overview 
The following table provides an overview of the national results.  
Table 3.2 Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable, 2009 – 2012. 

 2009 2012  
 
Comparative 
results # 

 

No. of children 
^ 

Developmentally 
vulnerable on one 
or more domain/s % 

 

No. of children ^ 

Developmentally 
vulnerable on one 
or more domain/s 
% 

Australia 246,421 23.6 272,282 22.0  

Sex 

Male 124,249 30.2 137,119 28.2  

Female 122,172 16.8 135,163 15.7  

Indigenous 

Indigenous 11,190 47.4 14,011 43.2  

Non-indigenous 235,231 22.4 258,271 20.9  

Language diversity 

LBOTE 
†~

 43,853 32.2 52,107 29.5  

Proficient in English 37,435 21.8 45,370 20.0  

Not proficient in 
English  

6,334 93.7 6,661 93.7  

English only 
†~

 202,568 21.7 220,175 20.2  

Proficient in English 195,958 19.3 213,116 17.9  

Not proficient in 
English  

6,482 93.8 6,837 93.7  

http://www.decd.sa.gov.au/aedi


 

The Australian Government and State and Territory Governments are working in  
partnership with The Royal Children’s Hospital Centre for Community Child Health in  
Melbourne, the Murdoch Childrens Research Institute, and the Telethon Institute for Child  
Health Research, Perth, to deliver the AEDI. The Social Research Centre, Melbourne, 
 is managing the AEDI data.  

 2009 2012  
 
Comparative 
results # 

 

No. of children 
^ 

Developmentally 
vulnerable on one 
or more domain/s % 

 

No. of children ^ 

Developmentally 
vulnerable on one 
or more domain/s 
% 

State/Territory 

New South wales 82,710 21.3 88,921 19.9  

Victoria 57,277 20.3 63,584 19.5  

Queensland 52,603 29.6 57,994 26.2  

Western Australia 26,052 24.7 30,631 23.0  

South Australia 15,009 22.8 17,355 23.7  

Tasmania 5,699 21.8 6,086 21.5  

Australian Capital 
Territory 

4,180 22.2 4,594 22.0  

Northern Territory 2,865 38.7 3,117 35.5  

 
 (Table 3.2 Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable, 2009 – 2012, page 27, A snapshot of Early Childhood 
Development in Australia 2012, Australian Early Development Index (AEDI) National Report)  
 
*Language background other than English 
~ 
The subsets of these categories do not equal the total because teachers have selected the ‘Don’t know’ response. 

^ Results for children with special needs are not included in the results. If there are a certain number of questions not answered by teachers 
these children do not contribute to the domain analyses. # The difference between the proportion of vulnerable children in 2009 and 2012 is 
statistically significant if it exceeds the critical difference. 
See comparing results: 2009-2012 fact sheet for further information at www.aedi.org.au 
† 
The subsets of these categories do not equal the total because teachers have selected the ‘Don’t know’ response. 
 Significant decrease in vulnerability  
 Decrease in vulnerability but not significant 
 Significant increase in vulnerability 
No change in vulnerability  

http://www.aedi.org.au/

