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“Science tells us that 80% of brain development occurs
before a child is three. By age four, 92% of the brain is
formed.”1

Proposal 2 - Preschool
 18 months of preschool
 Zoning for preschools
The Importance Of Preschool
15 year old students who had attended pre-primary
education perform better on international literacy and
numeracy tests, than those who did not.4
Students who went to preschool for more than a year
scored on average 54 points higher on PISA tests.4
In Australia, students who went to preschool for more
than a year, scored nearly 40 points better – a full year
of schooling.4
Higher reading scores are linked to children receiving
more than one year of preschool – South Australia’s
enrolment policy entitles children to only 40 weeks of
preschool.4
Worldwide, 72% of students attend more than one year
of preschool.4
OECD data shows that increasing the duration of
preschool by one year results in an increase of 10
points in PISA scores.4

Preschool In Australia
Participation in early childhood education is low in Australia.
Only 13% of 3 year olds are enrolled in programs - compared
to the OECD average of 67%. This is a decrease on 2005
figures.2

AEDI - The Need For Preschool
The Australian Early Development Index (AEDI) shows
us the level of development our children have reached
as they start school.

Enrolment for 4 year olds is also below the OECD average.2
In terms of the percentage of GDP spent on early childhood
education, Australia ranks dead last among OECD countries spending just 0.1%.3

 Two thirds of countries start school at age 6.
 One fifth start school at age 7.
 Australia is one of only 5 nations that start school at age 5.3
While Australia’s literacy & numeracy standards decline, the
rest of the world has realised that more preschool is the key.

Information is collected on over 95% of Australia’s five
year olds5 - including 17,355 South Australians.6
Of those children, 23.7% SA children were found to be
‘developmentally vulnerable’ in one or more of five key
areas. This is higher than the national figure.6
South Australia is the only state which recorded a
significant increase in the number of developmentally
vulnerable children since 2009, and therefore an
increase in the number of children who are starting
school unprepared.6
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Proposal - Preschool

Zoning

Current Situation

Preschools in South Australia are not zoned.
Unlike primary and secondary schools which
are required to provide places for children in
their local area, there is no guarantee parents
can place their children in their local
preschool.

The new ‘Same First Day’ policy means that from 2014, children are
only able to start preschool at the beginning of term one. The
maximum amount of time they can then spend at preschool before
they start school (which they also must do in term one) is therefore
one year.

General procedure is that once a preschool
reaches capacity, eligibility to enrol is
determined based on proximity to school and
special needs.7
However once the site is full, it’s full, and the
only option is to try others further from home sometimes far from home.
OECD research shows that children from
disadvantaged backgrounds are most likely to
miss out on preschool - and capacity
constraints in subsidised preschools is a key
reason why.4
The new intake policy will only exacerbate this
problem. Many preschools are already at
capacity for 2014 and have been since mid
2013. Parents are being encouraged to put
their children on the waiting list now, if they
want them to have a place in 2015.8

Aboriginal children and children under the guardianship of the
Minister are entitled to start preschool after they turn three,
regardless of which term that should fall in.
Children with additional needs may be entitled to start preschool two
terms early however for only one or two sessions a week.
Conclusions
All the evidence shows that preschool is essential to give kids the
start they need to be successful throughout their education, and
beyond.
OECD and PISA data tells us that children are most likely to
succeed if they receive more than one year of preschool. South
Australia’s current policy guarantees that children receive no more
than one year of preschool.
The lack of zoning of SA’s preschools also has a detrimental effect
on our students; those children who need it the most are not
guaranteed a place at their local preschool.
For many children, if they are not able to attend their local
preschool, they will miss out on preschool altogether – due to the
difficulties for parents trying to transport young children long
distances.

SAASSO Proposal
- That the State Government increase the entitlement to preschool education from 12 months to 18 months, for
all children.
- That the State Government introduce zoning for preschools to ensure all children are guaranteed a place in
their local preschool.
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Preschool World Wide
Australia is in a minority of countries starting school at age 5, after comparatively little preschool education. 3





Students in Finland, a star of the OECD’s PISA tests, begin 9 years of compulsory schooling at the
age of 7.
Fellow education superpower, South Korea, also doesn’t start formal classes until age 7.
European countries like Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, France and Spain start school at 6, as
does the USA and Canada.
England, which like Australia starts school at age 5, ranks 26th in reading and 28th in maths.9

In England, the ‘Too Much Too Soon’ campaign is lobbying to have the school starting age raised to 7.
Proponents cite evidence that “children who enter school at 6 or 7 - after several years of early childhood
education - consistently achieve better educational results as well as higher levels of well-being”.10
Researchers from John Hopkins University state that, “for every dollar spent on preschool, somewhere
between four and eight dollars is saved later in social service costs to society”. Research shows that “in
addition to short term effects on academic achievement, long term effects include fewer arrests, fewer
teenage pregnancies and higher employment”.11
A British study concluded that:




More time at preschool results in better intellectual development.
Disadvantaged children tended to spend less time in preschool.
Disadvantaged children benefit significantly from good quality preschool experiences, especially
where they are with a mixture of children from different social backgrounds.
Children make better progress at preschools where staff have higher qualifications.12
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